Dorothye G. Scott Oral History Interview
Preface

When Felter “Skeeter” Johnson was preparing to retire as Secretary of the Senate he paid
tribute to a “loyal, a devoted, and a dedicated individual” associated with him. “I would say that
next to my immediate family, she has been the closest to me. To put it mildly, in her association
with me, she has put up with a great deal. | refer to Dorothye Scott, my administrative assistant.”
When Senate Democrats elected Johnston Secretary of the Majority in 1945, Dorothye Scott
became his secretary and administrative assistant. Ten years later, when Johnston was elected
Secretary of the Senate, Dorothye Scott moved “downstairs” with him as administrative
assistant. After Johnston retired in 1965, she continued in her post under Secretaries of the
Senate Emery Frazier (1966) and Frank Valeo (1966-1973), until her retirement in 1977.

Born in Philadelphia on March 26, 1921, Dorothye Scott attended school in Philadelphia
and Washington, D.C. and graduated from the Washington School for Secretaries. During the
Second World War she worked for the Army Corps of Engineers, and then briefly for the
Aerodynamic Research Corporation, before joining the Senate staff. In the office of the
Democratic Secretary, Scott kept voting records on senators, prepared announcements for the
majority leader on absent senators during roll-call votes, arranged for “live pairs,” and provided

Democratic senators with information
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on the day’s floor schedule and all pending legislation. Through these assignments she became
thoroughly familiar with Senate procedures.

As administrative assistant in the office of the Secretary of the Senate, Dorothye Scott’s
functions expanded to cover a wide range of Senate-related activities in the many offices under
the Secretary’s jurisdiction. Especially during the 1950s, when the Secretary’s suite contained
one of the few private dining rooms in the Capitol, Dorothye Scott arranged for the almost daily
luncheons for the Democratic leadership and the senior members who constitute the Senate’s
powerful “inner club.” Perhaps the most regular visitor to these luncheons was Senate Majority
Leader Lyndon Johnson, about whom she offers numerous observations and anecdotes. In her
oral history she also recounts the many visiting celebrities, from British Prime Minister Anthony
Eden to actress Jayne Mansfield.

Since the Democratic Secretary and Secretary of the Senate traditionally played
significant roles in the Democratic National Conventions, Dorothye Scott attended the
conventions from 1948 to 1956 in official capacities, and those in 1964 and 1972 out of personal
interest. She offers commentary on these conventions and on the many senators who served
during her thirty-two years with the United States Senate. She has also published a memoir
called When the Senate Halls Were Hallowed (Los Angeles: Carillon Press, 2000). Dorothye
Scott died on June 23, 2006.
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FIRST YEARSIN THE SENATE
Interview #1
Wednesday, June 3, 1992

RITCHIE: What isyour home town?

SCOTT: | wasbornin Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. My mother and dad were divorced, and
my mother had remarried just about five months before she passed on. My mother's degth, at forty-
two, was very sudden. After she passed on | came down to Washington to live with my father, who
had established a home here. He was a sdlesman for the National Cash Register Company. [* see note
on page 70]

RITCHIE: How old were you then?

SCOTT: | wasfourteen. It wasthe day after my fourteenth birthday that she passed on. Sol
came down to live with my father, and went to school here, Paul Junior High School, and graduated
from Montgomery Blair High School. Then | went to the Washington School for Secretaries and
graduated as an honor student there. That was just about at the beginning of the Second World War,
and | took the Civil Service exam, which | remember very well. They had a great big room with about
seventy-five typewriters when you took the typing test, and they had about the same number when you
took the shorthand test. | received my firgt officia gppointment, because that was the way | got on the
Civil Service
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Regiger. | don't know if you want me to go into much detail on that part, that's so early.

RITCHIE: Yes, | would. But beforethat | was interested in what your first reaction to
Washington, D.C. was, after growing up in Philaddphia.

SCOTT: Oh, | wasso excited. | had been here with my mother and step-father on atrip one
time. 1 remember so well when we were driving around the Capitol grounds and we got lost! [laughs]
Then we were going around and around, being unfamiliar with it. 1 remember we stayed at the Carlton,
and | thought it was so exciting. Since | wasthat age | got one of the little banks that they had in the
shape of the White House and ancother in the shape of the Capitol, never redizing that I'd spend thirty-
one years working at the Senate.

Anyway, after | passed the Civil Service exams, | got my first gppointment, which of al things
was night work. It wasfor the Civil Service Commisson's examining divison. That was night work,
but of course | was dl thrilled to be a government employee. | worked from four o'clock to eleven
thirty. Those were awful hours, because dl | could do was go home and deep and get reedy for the
next day. | only did that for amonth and a haf, and then | was transferred from that register to the
Department of Agriculture. After that, | was there for awhile and then | received my first permanent
gppointment for the War Department. |
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spent nearly five yearsthere. | worked for the Caribbean Divison of the Army Corps of Engineers,
and the whole office moved from Washington to New Y ork City, so | lived up in Douglaston, Long
Idand. My dad in the meantime had been transferred up there, which was fortunate, so we rented our

house here.

RITCHIE: | guessthey were moving out the non-military . . .

SCOTT: Fdd offices, yes. And we werein charge of building bases. | was up there & the
time of Pearl Harbor, which was very memorable. The day after Pearl Harbor, dl the different officers
who hed dl had civilian clothes on until thet time dl cameinin uniform. All of asudden | redized | was
in the War Department.

| remember very well going for awalk with my father from our home in Douglaston, Long
Idand the day Sir Wington Churchill made his famous Dunkirk speech. We had taken dong asmal
portable radio and paused to sit on some rocks and listen to him, while looking down at the skyline of
New York City. | redlized | was aWar Department employee and felt awave of patriotism, hoping
my efforts would help our war effort.

About two days after Pearl Harbor, we had afake air raid warning in New York. | had gone
out to lunch, and policemen rushed dl the people waking dong into doorways of buildings. There had
been areport that both New Y ork City and Los Angeles would be bombed smultaneoudy. It only
lasted a few minutes but made me
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late getting back to my office. We were located on the 17th floor of the Westinghouse Building, at 150
Broadway. A couple of days later we heard a series of sharp firingsright in our office. My boss, Mr.
Merrick, was Assstant Chief of the Engineering Divison, Caribbean Division, Corps of Engineers. He
sad, "Are they going to bomb usright in the middle of dictation?" It turned out the shots were from
some anti-aircraft guns on one of the shipsin the harbor. The next day there were picturesin the
newspapers of a building near ours which had a cornice shot off.

On New Year's Eve after Pearl Harbor, Mayor LaGuardia of New Y ork had requested that
people refrain from coming to the annua New Y ear's Eve celebration at Times Square and Broadway .
My father's sster and brother-in-law from Philade phia came up to see us and we went severd places
and of course ended up a midnight right there, with thousands of others. It was kind of scary, though,
because we didn't know what would happen. They had ambulances parked there and of course the
"brown out” wasin effect. All thetraffic lightswere only lighted with across. After that, New York
had a"black out" with buildings and homes darkened.

We worked long hoursin those days—many times through Saturdays and Sundays, with no
breaks. Every time my boss would bring me abag of candy when he returned from lunch, | knew that
wasabad sgn. Wed beinlate. | had one assistant &t that time.

U.S. Senate Historical Office Oral History Project
www.senate.gov/history 4



Soon after our office was established in New Y ork an order came through that we had to have
identification cards with our photographs on them. We had anew security officer and he drictly
enforced the order. | had been part of the office staff before we moved from Washington to New
Y ork before anything like that was required. One day soon after itsissuance, | came to work without
my badge, dl the way from Douglaston, Long Idand, to lower Broadway. | had to take the train back
to Douglaston and get my badge. | had lunch while | was at home, and went back to the office a
second time!' When | arrived my boss said, "I didn't think you'd come back again—I thought you'd go
and play golf or something!" Needlessto say | fdt dizzy going back and forth, and was exhausted after
| made trip number 4 home that night. (I was reminded of that experience severd years later when |
made three airplane trips from Washington to Mount Vernon, New Y ork and back in one day, to get
Frank’s mother and bring her back to vist him here))

| used to initiate alot of correspondence mysdlf and one day | received a letter with four
blueprints, for an ar tower a own of our bases. | blithely sent one of each blueprint to our four fied
offices, a Bermuda, Trinidad, Jamaica and Puerto Rico. It turned out the four blueprints were dl for
one air tower, so each office received a blueprint for adifferent part of the tower! 1t was quitea
mistake and | confessed it to my boss, trembling I'm sure. He thought it was hilarious and we sent
follow-up letters correcting it dl with one word "inadvertently” (sent out).
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Then | trandferred back, ill in the War Department, to the Price Adjustment Divison of the
office of the Chief of Engineers, so that was back here. | worked there, and my boss was Harry
Loving, who was the head of the renegotiations section, which they called the price adjustment section.
That was red interesting because we got back lots and lots of money that had been paid to contractors
in the war effort, because people were so afraid we had to get going on the war effort and they were
giving these great big sdlaries. Findly there was a Renegatiation Act, which Congress had passed, that
alowed usto get back excessive profits. We were able to do that, and my boss was in charge of the
divison which included dl the branch offices of the Engineer Corps throughout the United States. It
was quite an assgnment. We did get back quite alot of money for the continuation of the war effort,
and my boss recelved an exceptiond civilian service citation from the assistant chief of engineers. He
had been given an offer of acolonecy, but he didn't want it. He wanted to be just acivilian so he could
leave when he wanted to. That was Harry Loving, and | worked for him until heleft. Then Colond
Seiple took over his position.

At that point, the war was just about winding down, and | wanted to get into private indudtry. |
thought that would be better. | was offered a position as adminigtrative assistant to the board of
directors of the Aerodynamic Research Corporation, which was supposed to be a coming thing. | felt

it had a great future. It was an ar wing from which airplanes would be launched.
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It was redly going to be quite something. | received this offer, but | couldn't get out of the War
Department! They had afreeze going at that time. | tried for three months to get out of the War
Department. | had to go to the personnd division of the Corps of Engineers. Then | had to go to the
head War Department personne division, then the War Manpower Commission—if you can imagine
this—trying to get out. The only way they would let an employee go would be for illness or degth, or if
aperson had to follow her spouseto anew job in anew city, or the third thing was utilization of
abilities, and that waswhat | based my request for release on, with the assistance and guidance of one
of the lawyersin the new Aerodynamic Research Corporation. | tried so hard to get out dl that time, it
wasjust terrible.

In the meantime, | was offered a position with Generd Farrdll, who had been brought back
from the European Theater of Operationsto assst General Ledie R. Groves, the head of the atomic
bomb project. We cdled that the Manhattan Didtrict, it was right down the hal from my office. Of
course, it was abig secret. Generd Farrell would have been his assstant, and | was supposed to be
Generd Farrdl's secretary, so | would have been working on the bomb without knowing it. When that
happened, | remember so well that General Groves secretary told me about it, that she had known al
the time but he hadn't even told hiswife.

| tried Al that time to get out of the War Department, and | findly was able to get out and went
to this Aerodynamic Research Corporation. | was there for awhile and then right after that
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Betty Euler, her name was then, she's now Betty Rowel—she was Mr. [Ledi€] Biffle's secretary—said
that Mr. Biffle had been elected Secretary of the Senate and his former job, Secretary for the Mgority,
was open and there was going to be an eection for it, and the person who took that job would need a
secretary. She had known me, and alittle bit about my experience in the past, and she was a sorority
gger. Soit was through Betty that | was brought to be interviewed by Mr. [Felton] Johnston.

After Mr. Johngton interviewed me he sent me down to Mr. Biffl€'s office so he could see me,
too. It was acharming way to be interviewed. Mr. Biffle had as his guest for coffee in the conference
room Senator Carl Hatch of New Mexico. So he asked Betty to comein, too, and we al had coffee.
| told them it reminded me of a currently popular Washington radio program with Eddie Gadaher, a that
time, called "Coffee with Congress.”

Mr. Johnston had just run againgt Six other people; that was ared dection then for Secretary of
the Mgority. | don't think that's happened since. When | came into that job, the Democratic
Conference minutes were written by hand in abook with purple ink—I'd love to know where that is

NOow.

RITCHIE: | don't know about the handwritten copy, but there is atyped copy.

SCOTT: After that they did gart typing it. After we started working on it | started typing it.
But the origind book
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wasin purpleink. Anyway, Mr. Johnston was elected Secretary for the Mgority and he had been with
the State Department, and he had interviewed other people (some from the State Department), but |
was fortunate that he picked me. So that's how | cameto the Capitol in 1945.

RITCHIE: What was Washington like during World War 11?

SCOTT: Oh, it wasredly something. | remember it very well. | was a the War Department
a 214 and Virginia Avenue, and you'd have linesfor everything. Y ou'd have linesfor the buses, you'd
have lines when you went to lunch, you'd have lines to buy anything. And of course, a that time hose
were hard to get—nylon stockings—and that was one of the things we had to worry about. But it was
along haul. Of course it was exciting and simulating, and being with the War Department we were
right there in the war effort. Then when | wasin New Y ork, that was interesting too, since that was

right after Pearl Harbor. When | came back, everything was al charged up.

RITCHIE: A lot of people coming in and crowding everything up, | gether.

SCOTT: Yes Atthe War Department at 21t and Virginiawe had some interesting people
come. Weredlly felt we had our finger on the pulse of the war effort, and the fact that we were able to

U.S. Senate Historical Office Oral History Project
www.senate.gov/history 9



get so much money back through the renegotiations. And of course we had al our people from our
branch officeswhom wetrained. At that time | met some people—Mr. Loving had been secretary of
the North and South Carolinas branch of the Associated General Contractors, and that's why he was
chosen for that job, because he knew construction and he knew people who had the expertise. Thisis
why, of course, they had gotten the big contracts. In some cases, some of the sons of the owners were
put on salary from the payroll, and thisis how they cut off some of this, so that they were able to get
more money back. At that time Dd Webb—you've heard of Del Webb, of course—who | think has
passed on now, but he was one of the people whom we renegotiated with so much, because he had so
many contracts. He was practicdly like a staff member of our organization; he was in there so much
we got to be red good friends with him. He has opened different Sun Cities and different hotdls, leisure
worlds, motels, etc. dl out west. There's anew leisure world development just coming to Palm Springs
now; there are signsthat they're just starting one out there. Of course, | think he's passed on now, but
he was one of the regular contractors. We met alot of the big contractors that way. So that was my
early War Department experience. I'm complimented that you want to hear about my experiences
before the Senate!

RITCHIE: Oh,yes I'm curious about peopl€'s backgrounds before they came to work up
here, what shaped them aong the way.
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Y ou had a chance to see the government at work very closdly at that point.

SCOTT: Yes, | did, at the War Department. | liketo say, had | stayed in the War
Department it would have been interesting to have worked with General Farrell and Generd Groves,
but | had no idea—we knew it was the Manhattan Didtrict, that was the secret word for it down the
hall. But when | received this opportunity to come to the Capitol, | thought that would be very exciting.
It turned out to be along haul [laughs], which | enjoyed.

RITCHIE: Canyou tdl mealittle about Felton Johnston?

SCOTT: Yes, hegraduated from Old Miss University in Mississippi. Senator Pat Harrison at
that time evidently would spot some of the outstanding graduates, and Mr. Johnston was among them.
He brought him to Washington to work in his office. After that he worked for the Senate Finance
Committee, he became the Chief Clerk of the Senate Finance Committee, then he went down to the
State Department where he was specia assistant to Dean Acheson, when Dean Acheson was Under
Secretary of State. That was when Jmmy Byrnes was Secretary of State. After that, he worked for
the State Department on Congressiona liaison with the Hill.

He had abrief military career. | beieve he was stationed in Monmouth, New Jersey, in charge
of—of al things—a contingent of WAACS. Y earslater, when he retired, Senator Milton Y oung paid

a
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tribute to him in the Congressional Record, and commended him for joining the army during the war
and sarving his country "with a full measure of devotion.” Then when Mr. Biffle was dected Secretary
of the Senate, the opening occurred in the office of Secretary for the Mg ority and he ran againgt these
other people. That was his background.

He was there from '45 to '65, and he retired in '65. A little while before his retirement there
was alovely reception for him, where there were over seven hundred people, | remember that very
well. They had a specid committee to work it out. Senator [Scott] Lucas who had been Mgority
Leader was prominent in that. 1t was awonderful evening. Bob Brenkworth was one of the members
of the committee, and Senator [Earle] Clements, and President [Lyndon] Johnson came with Lady
Bird. | havealot pictures out in Cdiforniathat | don't have here.

A little highlight of my service with Mr. Johnston when he was Secretary for the Mgority was
when Queen Elizabeth and Prince Philip came to the Capitol. Betty Euler in Mr. Biffl€s office had
caled me and suggested that | go over to the Senate gallery. She escorted them onto the Senate floor.
The Queen waked firdt, very petite and dim in alovely dress with matching coat, and Philip walked
behind with his hands held behind his back.

RITCHIE: What type of aperson was Johnson to work for?
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SCOTT: Mr. Johnston, with a"t"--Skeeter. Wdl, hewas very interesting. | felt like | redly
got to know him very well. He used to say | knew him better than anyone in the world except hiswife.
| think very few people got to know him well, because he would keep you a arms length. Walter
Watt, who was a good friend of mine, used to cdl him "Laughing Boy," because he would ook mad all
thetime. [laughs] Heredly did. Hewas very serious, and he worked very, very hard. He wasn't
relaxed, | think. He was a very hard worker and very, very conservative, and very thorough, he redly,
truly was. Very conscientious. But he wasn't red easy and friendly and relaxed, do you know what |
mean? He findly would be rdlaxed when you knew him well, and | knew him and his family very well.
But he was alittle hard to know and alittle distant. One person who was devoted to him was LBJ, he
thought the world of him. And hewas in our office practicaly every day. | think that he fdt very, very
closeto Mr. Johnston. When LBJ had a serious heart attack, Mr. Johnston was there just immediately.
Then | remember so well another little incident when Mr. Johnston's wife, Wanda, had a brain tumor
operation. So many of the Senators wrote letters to Mr. Johnston during the hours that the operation
was going orn—it was along, long operation, and very serious. They would send their letters to me and
I'd have them delivered to the hospital. A lot of the Senators felt very closeto him.

One other little thing, on hisfiftieth birthday he had aluncheon himsdf. We usad to have the

luncheonsin our dining room—the Policy Committee, and alot of the Senators and so on.
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Mr. Johngton had his birthday luncheon there. | had gotten together abook, "ThisIs Your Life" which
| madeinto agreat big scrapbook. | went down to the office on Saturday afternoons and Sundays to
work on it S0 he couldn't seeit. | had obtained his baby pictures; | had gotten their wedding picture
from Mrs. Johnston, together with his letters to Santa Claus, and alot of the letters which the Senators
sent during the time when Mrs. Johnston had the operation, and alot of other different things. So |
asked LBJif hewould giveit to him, if he would do the actud presentation to him at the luncheon. He
said hewould, and he seemed very interested. Before he presented it, he took along time reading
through the book. Onething | didn't do, | was going to have one of the photographers—maybe
George Tames or somebody—come and take pictures of Senator Johnson presenting him with the
book. But Mr. Johnston was kind of humble in away, he never was pushy, and | was afraid it might
embarrass him. To have LBJ present it was nice, but to have a picture of it—I thought, "Uh-oh, he
won't like this" because he was so conservetive. So | didn't doit. After the luncheon was over |
remember he said he liked the book, (we were talking about it), and he said how nice it wasto have
LBJpresent it, and | said | was going to have a picture made but | was afraid held get embarrassed.
And he said, "Oh, it would have been nice” [laughs] So | wasred sorry. But the large reception |
mentioned earlier was alovely tribute and very gratifying to him (and to me). (Incidentaly, | made
another scrapbook, with photographs and copies of the speeches, etc. for
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him to mark that occasion, t00.) Pretty soon after that he retired.

| knew hisfamily very well. There were two other little occasons. One of them was when his
son wasin theair force out in Texas. Mr. and Mrs. Johnston had an anniversary. | think it wasa
thirtieth anniversary, and had agreat big party at the Metropolitan Club. His son came back for it, and
that was an outstanding affair and Mrs. Johnston was <0 thrilled to have their son attend. They had
another one, which was atwenty-fifth anniversary, and they had alot of lovdy gifts from the Senators.
Then there was one time they had adinner party at the time of the Kennedy-Nixon debates. Thisaso |
remember because it was so unusual. Everybody there, of course, was interested in the debates, and
they had a private room plus alittle reception room for cocktails first. Well, after the cocktails were
over and we went into the dining room, (it was aformd dinner), of al things Mr. Johnston had them
bring in atdevison set to watch the debated [laughs] Mrs. Johnston was incensed, because it spoiled
any table conversation during the dinner, and yet of course he was trying to accommodate everybody.
He knew the Senators there and everybody would be interested in the debates, and they would be so
upset if they missed them by coming to the dinner. So thiskind of tells you alittle bit about how he was
50 thorough and so thoughtful.

Onetime we had avigt from Under Secretary of State Dean Acheson, with whom Mr.
Johnston had worked in the State Department.
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| thought he was very distinguished looking and charming. He had the air of an Englishman. Hisvist to
our office was like that of avisgting cdebrity. Mr. Johngton entertained him and his son (who looked
just like him) & his home onetime and | enjoyed taking with both of them.

I'll tell you one other thing about Mr. Johnston. The roll-call votes at that time were so
important, and every time we had arall-cal vote we had to make an announcement for the Mgority
L eader to present to the Senate, asto the absences of the Democratic Senators, why they weren't
there, and if possible their positions, how they would vote. Then of course we had pairs and "live
pars” Tha'salittle parliamentary arrangement where the person with agenera pair would always let
his name be announced if he was on the other Sde of the vote. Then the live pairs would be used if the
senator who gave the live pair would withhold his vote and let the other senator go ahead and vote.
We had to do that for every singleroll-cal vote. Of course, sometimes there were many, many of
those, and lots of times at night, after along sesson, it would just be hours after the bell’ s rang, after the
session was over, that Mr. Johnston and | would till be there working. We wanted to get the positions
of the Senators from their offices, if they were away, in order to protect them for their voting records,
which of course were important for their redection. Like | say, he was very meticulous about that, and
worked so hard on the roll-cal votes, sometimes hours afterwards to get every senator's position

announced.
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RITCHIE: What were your responshilitiesin his office?

SCOTT: When he was Secretary of the Mgority?

RITCHIE: Yes.

SCOTT: The primary function of our office wasto serve dl Democratic Senators. We
carried out al requests and answered dl inquiries of the Democratic Senators and their staffs—which
required knowledge of the Satus of pending legidation, scheduling of the agenda of the Senate each
day, parliamentary procedures followed on the Senate floor, and sources of information (in directing the
staffs of newly-elected Senators).

We dso prepared floor chartsin connection with each change in the seating arrangement of
Democratic Senators desks on the Senate floor, after consulting with each of them. These werethe
printed seating diagrams of the Senate.

We compiled materid for the confidentid directories of Senators residences in Washington.

We notified al Senate committees of scheduled caendar calls, as well as the offices of those
Democratic Senators persondly interested in particular bills on the caendar.

We prepared voting records of both Democratic and Republican Senators for current sessions,
or for the entire service of the Senator involved, in some cases going back for many years. The

compilation of these records was considered confidential, and was
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done a the request of a particular Senator or the National Democratic Committee, for use in campaign
work. We made them up for al those Senators running for reglection.

We took care of notices and telephone reminders in connection with Democratic Conferences,
Democratic Policy Committee Meetings, and Democratic Steering Committee meetings. Mr. Johnston
dictated minutes of these meetings to me.

| tried to handle dl inquiries about pending legidation and the Senate program persondly,
without referral to Mr. Johngton. In this connection | tried to keep up with al action on thefloor. (I
carried this procedure on to the office of the Secretary of the Senate when Mr. Johnston was elected to
that office, training my assstants to do the same. We were furnished copies of bills, anendments and
roll-call votes as they occurred.)

| also assisted Mr. Johnston when he served at two Democratic National Conventions as
Secretary of the Committee on Platform and Resolutions. This conssted in scheduling witnesses for the
hearings, and dl secretarid and reception work in the actua drafting of the Democratic
Platform—before, during, and after the convention. | also assisted Mr. Johnston during the period
when he served on the Speakers Bureau of the Democreatic National Committee in connection with the
campagn.

| performed the same duties for Bobby Baker at the National Convention in Chicago in 1956
when Mr. Johnston declined appointment as for the Platform Committee, and Bobby served in his
place. (I might add that during these days when we had night
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sessions the Senators would nap al over. One day Mr. Johnston called and told me not to cometo the
office as Senator Vandenberg was deeping there. | had to cal him at the cloakroom when | got to
work.)

Theroll-cdl votes, which | mentioned, werefiled in file cabinets down on the Senate floor, next
to hisroll-top desk. Y ou remember, there's oneroll-top desk on each side of the chamber, and then
there were files down there. For the individua voting records we had greet big long legd-sized sheets
with the listing of each vote, how it turned out, the date, and the result, and what it was on, what it
would do. Then | had acolumn on the sde which would give that particular senator's answer, "yed' or
"nay," on every one of these votes. So when you stop and think of it there were hundreds of votes.

Then at that time too, when Mr. Biffle was Secretary of the Senate, sometimes during night
sessions his gaff would leave, and then | had to stay anyway, because we had to do al these
announcements for every roll-call vote. So they would have me come down to Mr. Biffle's office and
day there when their girlswould leave. So | did reception work in Mr. Biffle's office as Secretary of
the Senate while Mr. Johnston was Secretary of the Mgority. That's how | kind of got my training, a
little bit, in the Secretary's office, because I'd be there a night, and | had to stay anyway.

One other thing | could mention about Mr. Johngton that tells alittle bit about his character:
Back when Bobby Baker had the
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opening of the Carousd Motel down in Ocean City, Mr. Johnston was invited, and my two assstants
and | were invited, Rose Ann Cosgrove—she was then—and Christine Johnson, and other friends of
mine. Wewere al friends of Bobby's. | had known Bobby from the time he was a page. We wert,
but Mr. Johnston refused to go. He wouldn't go. | think it was alittle bit worrisome to him, and | think
he was right because | think that was the beginning of Bobby's financid troubles. That getsinto Bobby
Baker alittle, | don't know whether you want to go into that?

RITCHIE: Sure andwell come back to him again later.

SCOTT: We were taken down on separate buses. It was redlly done beautifully. On each
bus there was a bar and they had refreshments dl the way down. We stopped hafway for lunch. |
remember Perle Mestawas there in aprivate limousine. | think she was with Bess Abdll, who was
Senator Clement's daughter, who later worked for Lady Bird. We stopped for lunch and then we got
back on the buses again and went on down, and then everybody could either go to alittle cocktail party
reception that was going on or to the beach. Some friendsand | put our bathing suits on and went
down to the beach. Then they had afashion show going on on the beach. Thiswent on al day long.
LBJcame and Lady Bird came. | remember we ran into Lady Bird back in the ladies room, when
some of the girls were changing into their bathing suits, and how cordia she was. Donad Dawson was

there with hiswife llona
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Massey. Senator [Howard] Cannon was one of the Senators who was there. But Mr. Johnston had
stayed away from that. | think he just didn't fed it was quite right to be associated with it.

Thiskind of shows, | think, that maybe he was more perceptive about Bobby, because he had
trained Bobby. He had appointed Bobby. Mr. Walker Totty had been Assistant Secretary for the
Maority. He was appointed by Senator [Kenneth] McKelar of Tennessee. Bobby was the head of
the Demoacratic page boys, and Bobby | think did ared good job, more so than Mr. Totty, who was
dowing down. So when Mr. Totty left, when he retired, Mr. Johnston appointed Bobby as Assistant
Secretary for the Mg ority, and he taught Bobby quite alot of things about the running of the floor, and
he was very good. But | think that Mr. Johnston redlized that Bobby was getting in too deep in some of
these financid arrangements, particularly about the Carousdl. So that part isjust alittle bit about Mr.
Johnston and his relationship with Bobby. But he did train him.

| don't know whether you read Bobby's book, Wheeling and Dealing on Capitol Hill. He
didn't mention much about Mr. Johnston at dl, which | felt kind of sorry about, because he trained him.
Asamatter of fact, when Mr. Johnston was elected Secretary of the Senate, and Bobby was el ected
Secretary for the Mgority, LBJ, who was then the Senate L eader and close to Mr. Johnston, told Mr.
Johngton to kind of keep an eye on Bobby's work, and redlly actualy to kind of watch him, to be sure
he was doing a good job, and oversee hiswhole job. So LBJredized that Mr. Johnston had
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trained Bobby. So Mr. Johnston was doing ajob and a half at that point. He was Secretary of the
Senate, plus he was watching Bobby's work on the floor, and seeing that he was doing the same kind of

job that he had done when he was Secretary for the Mgority, which had been for about ten years.

RITCHIE: You mentioned earlier Ledie Biffle. Could you tdl me alittle bit about him.

SCOTT: Yes hewasjust avery unusud person. | knew him through my association with
Betty Euler, and Betty Kraus, and Juliette Tucker. | was very close to their office because Mr.
Johnston was not exactly his protege, but they were very close too, Mr. Johnston and Mr. Biffle. The
day that | came down after | was hired, it was a holiday, Armigtice Day, and | came to Mr. Biffl€s
office a Mr. Johnston's request, and Senator Alben Barkley, who was then Senate Mgjority Leader,
wasthere. Mr. Biffle was very nice and cordia and everything like that, and | met him then. | think he
worked very hard.

He had an interesting way of spesking so softly with his hand cupped over his mouth to the
Senators as he would walk around the floor, and nobody else even knew he had said aword. But he
was keegping atab on everything. He had very close relaions with [Harry] Truman, and that getsinto
the story about Truman the day that President [Franklin] Roosevelt died. So I'm wandering al over the
place! [laughs]
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RITCHIE: That'sokay.

SCOTT: Vice Presdent Truman was very close to Mr. Biffle. He had been to lunch in Mr.
Biffle's office the day that Roosevelt died. He had left to go over to House Spesker Sam Rayburn's
office, in what they called the "Board of Education,” which was an office where they would have some
of the congressmen, particularly the young congressmen, in for drinks and to kind of train them and help
them get their political educations. Vice Presdent Truman went from Mr. Biffles office over there, and
then Betty Euler got the call from the White House. | used to have a White House phone too, right next
to my desk. She got the call on the White House phone that President Roosevelt had died, so she
quickly caled over to Speaker Rayburn's office and said to be sure and tell Vice President Truman.
He came back, and he ran up the steps, | understand, you know those marble steps and how they're
kind of worn away. Betty said that when he got to the office he was dl out of bresth, he had come
back so quickly and had run up the steps. So he came back to their office and then Mr. Biffle sent him
down to the White House in the Secretary's car.

Then the next day, he was back again to Mr. Biffl€s office, and by then he was President. He
had taken his oath, and Betty Euler received hisfirst autographed picture as President. He gaveit to
her when he came back for the luncheon. | thought that was rather interesting.
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But Mr. Biffle, as| say, was very gregariousin a subdued way. He was so popular that he was
elected without any trouble at dl. | think al the Senators fdlt very closeto him. He at one time took off
when [Thomas E.] Dewey was running againgt Truman, dressed as a chicken farmer—you remember
that story? Hewent dl over the country getting political-position answers from different people, and he
kept calling for the eection of Truman. Of course, everybody was flabbergasted. | remember that
morning very well too. | used to have a carpool with Harold Beckley, he lived in Silver Spring, the
head of the Senate Press Gdllery. That morning, nobody could believe that Truman had been elected.
It was redlly exciting, particularly to me, because we had known about Mr. Biffles trip, and of course
we were for Truman, and were so happy about that. Beck kept saying, "What happened?”

RITCHIE: And the Senate went Democrétic too.

SCOTT: Yes. Andonetimel met Truman—now I'm going on to Truman. I'm going from
one person to another! | met Truman about aweek, or maybe not even aweek after | started. Betty
Euler cadled me up and she said "Go around to the gdlery red quickly." So| got a page to come and
answer my phones and | went to the gdllery, and dl of a sudden President Truman came in from the
back door of the Senate chamber. He had been to lunch in Mr. Biffle's office, and nobody even knew
he was in the building. He walked in the back door of the Senate chamber and the Senators had no

idea.
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Here came the Presdent walking in on the floor. | watched from the galery and one by one they
turned around, they were so surprised to see the President! [laughs] Then they recessed the Senate so
that they could shake hands with him and everything. That was kind of nice. It was alittle informal
reception, asurprise vist by Truman right on the Senate floor. (Following this vist the Senate passed a
resolution which we sent to dl former Presidents extending to them the privilege of the Senate floor. |
have an acknowledgment from President Eisenhower.) Then he went back to Mr. Biffl€s office, and
Betty had said, "Now be sure and come down to the office when you leave the gdlery.” Of course
then | knew what it was al about, so | went down and she introduced meto him. So | met Truman less
than aweek after | started working for Mr. Johnston.

| saw him after that at different times. Onetime, LBJ used to come to our office quite
frequently for lunches there, most every day for meetings, and Policy Committee meetings. Onetime he
brought Truman in. | think it was when Governor [Adlal] Stevenson was running. | think we had himin
and we brought Truman in to see him. LBJwas S0 nice, as he came by he turned his shoulder around
to be sure that he met me. | thought that was kind.

But Mr. Bifflewasan origind. Even though he was gregarious, he dso was quiet. Thereis
another story about Mr. Biffle, but that getsinto the filibuster about Senator [ Theodore] Bilbo. That'sin
Senator [Robert C.] Byrd's book, [The Senate, 1789-1989: Addresses on the History of the United

Sates Senate
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Washington: Government Printing Office, 1989-1991.]. It'sapicture of Mr. Biffle presding over the
Senate, and | think that was the firgt time it ever happened that the Secretary of the Senate presided
over the Senate. Well, in Senator Byrd's book it doesn't tell why, but | wasthere. 1t was back in 1947
and it was the beginning of the session and we didn't have a Vice Presdent, Truman was President.
Senator McKdlar from Tennessee was President Pro Tem and he hadn't been sworn in yet because it
was a phabeticd, the swearing in. When they got to the B’ s for Senator Bilbo of Mississippi, they
didn't want to seat him, and there was afilibuster about seeting Senator Bilbo, and we had no Vice
President and we had no President Pro Tem, so thisiswhy Mr. Biffle presided over the Senate as
Secretary of the Senate. After that, they never did seat Senator Bilbo. He had been eected but they
never seated him. He went back to Mississippi and he died afew months later. But that was the
reason that Mr. Biffle presided over the Senate, and | think it was at least three days. So that's another
little Biffleism [laughs).

RITCHIE: How wdl did Johnston and Biffle work together?

SCOTT: Oh, they werevery, very close. Yes. | think they redlly were grest asfar asther
persondities because Mr. Biffle was very low-key, and very relaxed, and had a great sense of humor.
And Mr. Johnston was rather forma, and not exactly nervous but he wasn't as rlaxed as Mr. Biffle,

and very, very conscientious, very
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studious, everything had to be just 0. We would double check and double check dl the voting records
or anything we were doing. They were agood team in away because they were entirdly different.

RITCHIE: Wherewas your office then, were you up on the third floor of the Capitol?

SCOTT: G-43, Galery floor.

RITCHIE: Just above where the Secretary's office was.

SCOTT: That'sright. It wasinthe corner. Of course, Mr. Johnston was Secretary for the
Mg ority and then we lost the Senate for one term, so he was Secretary for the Minority. Mark Trice
then was Secretary for the Mgority, and they had the office right next to us. All we did was change the
sgn over the door: "Secretary of the Mgority,” " Secretary of the Minority." And we had new
letterhead paper printed up, and that's all we changed. Of course, we still worked for the Democratic
sde of the Senate, but we were the minority. And of course the Democratic Policy Committee didn't
carry out the agenda like the Policy Committee does now. The mgority party Policy Committee was
the onethat did. | knew Mr. Trice red wdl, and he was very interesting. He was at the Senate for fifty
years. | went to hisfiftieth anniversary party. Back in those days we had two other people who

U.S. Senate Historical Office Oral History Project
www.senate.gov/history 27



were herefor fifty years. One was Charlie Watkins, the Senate parliamentarian. The other was
Vernon Tabert, he was our chief messenger. | have alittle write-up—we had afiftieth anniversary
celebration for Vernon which was just lovely. Very touching.

Along that line—as | say, I'm wandering from one thing to anothe—when | went to the Capitol
last year, | had afriend here from Pam Springs, and | saw on the outside of our suite of offices, which
was S-221, the Secretary's office, that said "Robert C. Byrd Offices," and | was so surprised because
Mr. Watkins had been in there for fifty years as Senate parliamentarian. Vernon Tabert had been the
chief messenger and he had been there for fifty years. And | had been there for twenty-one out of my
thirty-one years. Senator Byrd had changed it to the Leader's office and he had been there four years.
And yet they made it the "Robert C. Byrd Offices.” | was so surprised! | think he was only there four
years when he made it the Mgority Leader's office. Of course now it's Senator [George] Mitchell's
office. | brought my friend from Palm Springs, and then we went around to see Joe Stewart [ Secretary
of the Senate]. | had known Joe from the time he was a page boy too.

RITCHIE: Did the Democratic Senators use your office as aplace to drop in? Did they keep
the "wel" open in those days?

SCOTT: Yes. Firg inthe Secretary of the Mgority's office when we were back in G-43. |
remember so well Senator
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Barkley and Senator [Walter] George were so cute. They would come up to our office, G-43, and
they would dways say, "Now, Dorothye, why aren't you married yet?' They were enjoying teasing me,
and | would say, "Both of you just spoil me, you're so interesting 1'd never meet anybody as interesting
asyou two." They stayed friends along time, even after Barkley was Vice Presdent, then hewasa
junior Senator from Kentucky. We used to cdl them the "gold dust twins." They used to come into our
office so much together. Even if we had other luncheons, Mg ority Leader luncheons or Policy
Committee luncheons, or any other groups of Senators, anything, Senator George and Senator Barkley
would comein for the second sesson of lunch back in our conference room. So they had lunch nearly
every day, together, in our dining room.

Then the day that Barkley died, you remember he was making a speech down there [at
Washington and Lee University], and he said, "1'd rather be a servant in the House of Lord than St in
the sests of the mighty.” And he died very suddenly. Of course, our hearts went out to Senator
George. We went to the funerd, Mr. Johnston, and my girls Christine and Rose Ann and |, and then
we came back and when we got back to the office Senator George came in al by himsdlf, to come and
have lunch, after Senator Barkley'sfunerd. I'm telling you, even to think about it now makes me fed
bad. And Christine got up—she wasright there at the corner of our outer office—and she hugged him,
and then Rose Ann and then |, and | brought him into the inner office. And Mr. Johnston I'm sure felt
the same way, he was sentimental underneath. So you know what he
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did? He cdled up Senator Johnson, the Mgority Leader, and he told him that Senator George just
came in for lunch and he prevailed upon Senator Johnson to come back and have lunch with him. |
thought that was nice, because L BJ stopped—he was Mgority Leader and very busy—whatever he
was doing he just stopped, he came right around and had lunch with Senator George. He did that for
severd days until Senator George would kind of get over missing Senator Barkley at lunch. That's one
of the things people don't know about LBJ, that was one of the nice things he would do, no matter how
busy he was, that he would come around and be with Senator George and literdly hold his hand.

RITCHIE: What wasthat expresson, the "gold dust twins?'

SCOTT: Senator Barkley himself gave them thét title, and we used to kid about that because
they were dways together. Just my girlsand | used to kid about them. That | say had started back
when Mr. Johnston was Secretary of the Mgority in G-43, because they were about the same age and
everything. Then when Barkley was the junior Senator from Kentucky they were very, very close. A
lot of the other Senators camein.

There's another story about Senator Barkley at one of the conventions, | think it was '52 in
Chicago. Mr. Johnston had been Secretary of the Platform Committee at two of the conventions, '48
and '52, and in '56 he didn't go because his wife had that brain tumor, and Bobby Baker went. So |

went to three of them. In'52
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Senator Barkley was trying for the nomination. | think there was a question about his age, and he
walked al the way from the railroad station in Chicago to the Stevens Hotd, to show the labor leaders
how well he was, and how strong he was. That was kind of news at that time. | remember they had a
breskfast of labor leaders and they didn't vote for him to be on theticket. But he had donethisto try to
show them. There are other stories about Senator Barkley, too.

RITCHIE: When you started, Barkley was the Mg ority Leader and he must have been
working pretty closdy with Johnston.

SCOTT: That'sright, and when | first met him, as| said it was a holiday and Mr. Johnston
took meto Mr. Biffles office, and | met Senator Barkley. He said, "My wifé's name is Dorothy, too.”
And | thought that was nice. He said, "Well you never have worked in Congress”” And | said, "No, |
worked in the War Department.” He said, "That's good because you don't have any bad habits that
you're going to have to change." [laughs] | thought that was kind of Senator Barkley. Of course we
knew him dl those years, and then there was his wedding to Jane Hadley. When Mr. Johnston was
Secretary of the Senate, we had an arched doorway—you know it's now Senator Mitchell's
office—and Barkley would stand there and sing "Beautiful Girls," very cute and very friendly. Hewas
kidding the girls al thetime. There was another story about him, 1've forgotten who the girl was but she

was a newspaper woman, and
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she had written an article about him flirting with the girls. So he found her one day and she was just
about to get in a phone booth to cdl in astory. He went in the phone booth and kissed her! [laughs]

And then when he was going with Jane Hadley, Bill Vaughn wasin his office, and Vice
Presdent Barkley used to write love letters to Jane Hadley when he was sitting there at the rostrum,
presding over the Senate. Bill Vaughn would take them over to the Senate post office. One day BiIll
was telling me that he had one of the letters, and he noticed that some of the reporters up in the press
gdlery were looking down and watching what was going on. So they had decided to follow him over
to the post office. He said that he went a different route so that they wouldn't know who the letter was
for.

Bill was the one who ddivered the car which Barkley gave as awedding gift to Jane out in St.
Louis. Bill wanted to write his book, and then Jane beat him toit. She wrote her book, | Married the
Veep, remember? And then | think she worked at the Georgetown University for the dean there, and
then she died soon &fter that. | don't mean to be getting to so many different people! [laughs]

RITCHIE: Barkley was an interesting character.

SCOTT: Senator Barkley had areputation for bresking tenson in any gathering, committee
meeting, etc., by leaning back and saying, "That reminds me of agtory.” He wrote abook under
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thet title, That Reminds Me. At one time he resigned as Mgority Leader in objection to atax hill, and
was immediately redected, illugrating the high regard in which he was held. He was formally escorted
back to the chamber, and there was quite an emotiona impact &t this occurrence.

Onetime he came to our office after he had returned to Kentucky during adjournment, sporting
amustache, joking that he wanted "something different to be added.”

He made a wonderful, moving speech at the Democratic National Convention in Chicago, in
1952, after having been ruled out as the nominee at the sad breskfast meeting of the [abor leaders.
When, after having been "the Veep," he returned to the Senate as ajunior Senator, he constantly joked
about hisrole. He wore fancy striped and checkered vests and got akick out of it when the girls would
comment on them. Onetime Governor Adlai Stevenson caled his office when he was ajunior Senator,
and the girl answered, "the Vice President's Office” by mistake. The Governor reached himin our
office later, and they were photographed at luncheon in the Senators Dining Room later—an "Alben
and Adla" mesting.

Senator Barkley was gallant—the ol d-fashioned Southern gentleman, prone to kissing the girls
hands. I'll never forget one time when | wasin Mr. Johnston's inner office and Rose Ann was standing,
facing Mr. Johnston's desk. Senator Barkley came in and started patting Rose Anne's arm, from her
hand up to her wrist and gradudly up the length of her am. Her eyes got bigger and bigger ashe
progressed, and Mr. Johnston burst out laughing!
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| understand that on the day of Senator Barkley's degth, during aride in the sunshine, he had
commented that it was the "happiest day of hislife” Oh, yes, hewasredly something. He wasjust
great. Hewasloved by dl.

RITCHIE: What kind of meetings would they have? Would Barkley come to Johnston, or

would Johnston go to Barkley's office? How would you see these people on an average day?

SCOTT: They'd cometo our office mostlly. They'd al come to our office.

RITCHIE: Wasthat where the Policy Meetings would be?

SCOTT: Yes, wdl of course up in G-43 they weren't Policy Committee mestings then. But
back down in the Secretary's office we dways had the Democratic Policy Committee luncheonsin our
dining room. And in addition to that we'd have luncheons of committee chairmen, and then wed have
other Senators luncheons, and then when President Kennedy was e ected they had a series of
luncheons that Larry O'Brien arranged, because they wanted to have close relationships and work with
the Senate, which was very close and very good, you know the liaison work. Larry O'Brien would

have different luncheons that we would do al the arrangements for, there in our office.
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The Policy Committee luncheons were dways chaired by Senator Johnson. One of the things |
remember isthat he was dways so accessble. | dways fdt very closeto him. | don't mean to be
sounding sdf-important, but he was the kind of person, for instance, whenever he wasin our office a
the Policy Committee luncheons, or committee chairmen, or any other group that he wasin, snce he
was there dl the time, there would be roll-call votes, and there would be things going on on the floor
that he needed to know about as Mgority Leader. | had to go and interrupt him to tell him what was
going on, in case he had to leave and come back. If | didnt tell him I'd fed | wasn't doing my job. So
| would go in, and he would be presiding over the luncheon, and he would turn completely around like
you are, like nobody dsewas in the room, and held give me hisfull attention. | think thiswas part of
his success. Not just for alittle person like me, but | think he did it with the other Senators, and
everybody else. Thiswas part of his power of persuasion.

The story on him was he used to get ahold of Ev Dirksen's lgpels, and he towered over him,
and with his hands on his lapds held say, "Now Ev," when he was Minority Leader and LBJwas
Magority Leader. Thiswas part of the reason for his success, that he would put the spotlight right on
you, and you would fed so important. |1 think he appreciated what | had to say, because he dways
lisened and he dways wanted to know the information | was giving him. And | felt very closeto him.
I've got awhole book of letters from him out in PAlm Springs.
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| remember—thisis very persond, isthisdl right? [laughs|—the first book about him, | think,
was by Booth Mooney, who was on his staff. | got acopy of it, and | asked Mr. Johnston one night
session when LBJwould comein if hed ask him to autograph it for me. And so he did, he wrote a
lovely autograph, just beautiful, about understanding my work and in appreciation, etc., etc. | wasvery
touched. So when he came out, | said, " Senator, thank you so much for the autograph, | certainly will
cherishit, | appreciate it very, very much." He turned right around in the middle of the room and he
sad, "Well, | gppreciate you.” [laughg] That's one of those little things that makes you fed good!

LBJwasin our office practicaly every day. He worked very hard. After his heart attack he'd
have to come sometimes and rest in our conference room, to kind of get away from al the rush and
everything like that. What he would do, he would gtart in the outer office, where we have the big
archway, and he would walk in his greet big strides, like an antelope, and by the time that he would get
from my outer office into the inner office he would have said about seven things he wanted me to do.
[laughs] So we worked very dosdy with him.

L ate one afternoon, after work, | was rushing around the halway of the Capitol Building on the
firg floor, just outside of the Senate Restaurant. Someone was waiting for me. As| turned the corner
into the hallway leading to the revolving door, al of asudden | heard aloud crash. Then | redlized it

was me—I| had
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fdlen! One shoe went one way, the other flew the other way, and my handbag landed in the middie.
Who should come to my rescue and pick me up, but LBJ. So | said after that, "1 fell for LBJ" Mr.
Johnston asked me the next day if he recognized me and | said of course he did!

RITCHIE: When you first came to work for the Senate, the Congress would work about half
the year and then take long recesses. What did your office do during the recesses?

SCOTT: They werent that long, some of the recesses. Some of the times we went dl the way
through. | remember one year we went through New Y ear's Eve and the next session started the next
day. Sometimes when we did have recesses, we had short hours, but an awful lot of the time we were
doing voting records and things like that. Then, of course, it was just Mr. Johnston and I. | worked
every Saturday, except Eagter. In G-43 | wasredly the only staff. Then | remember when Bobby
Baker had Jay McDonndl| as assistant to him, sometimes he would come and help me alittle bit with
the voting records. Then when we were down in the Secretary of the Senate's office | had two
assigtants, plus our nine messengers. We would take turns then on the long night sessions, and in the
summertime, the recesstime—I| don't think it was aways in the summertime, wed go pretty long—then
wed have two people on duty and one off. If things were red quiet wed have one person on duty and
two off. The hours then were supposed to be
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ten to three, but sometimes we'd have to Say after that. Lots of times on Saturdays, even when wed
get out early, we were supposed to be out at one o'clock, LBJwould come in for aluncheon with
Senator Russdll [laughs] and so then I'd stay, and VVernon would Stay.

| remember one time | had some people waiting for me. | was going down to the cottage | had
down on the Bay, and he came late for luncheon with Senator Russdll. Findly | told him | hed
somebody waiting and he said | could go. But Saturdays were the same thing, and we worked long,
long hours. | had atown house down here in Capitol Hill on Eighth Street, that was when Frank
[Vaeo] was Secretary, and | had been robbed. So Frank used to have the office car follow me home
after those long night sessonsto be sure | got home al right. After that, | moved out to Silver Spring,
but then nobody followed me home to Silver Spring. [laughg] | think the latest | Stayed was three
oclock inthe morning. | got home about a quarter of four and then | was back again at nine.
Sometimes the night sessions of the Senate were "the best show intown." Those were kind of like the

hours we kept at the conventions too. 1t seemsto me I'm wandering too far afield!

RITCHIE: I'mjust trying to get agenera sense of what it was like to work in the Senate,
especidly in the beginning when you first came to work here, and the types of people you were dedling
with. 'Y ou kept the minutes then for Democratic Policy Committee meeting? Was that one of your

jobs?
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SCOTT: Yes. When Mr. Johnston was Secretary for the Mgority we kept the minutes of the
Conference, which was dl the Democratic Senators, and the Policy Committee. That was the eection
for it. Then at the Policy Committee luncheons that we had back in the Secretary of the Senate's office,
the minutes were taken by the Secretary of the Mgority.

We had lots of different groups, you want to know about the people who came—thisis about
the use of the conference room. Frank had different groups, for instance he belonged to | House,
which is Internationad House in New York City. They had a meeting, kind of like a convention, herein
Washington at onetime. It waskind of like ajunior United Nations, because they had students from
different countries at this meeting from | House. We had a reception and luncheon mesting in there.
Frank would have me attend those frequently in his place. One time we had Congresswoman Pet
Schroeder as our guest to speak one time, and they were talking to her and some of them were giving
her a hard time about being awoman in Congress, and not taking care of her family. | remember her
saying that she could hire servants to take care of washing her children's socks and preparing medls,
whereas she felt that she could make more of a contribution to her country by being a member of the
House. Of course she has kept on that way.

We had other mestings there of different groups and Frank would have me stay. | remember
there was one where they would have people from the State Department and people from different
Senate committees, and they were going into alot of details, and a couple
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of times| was able to correct them alittle bit about committee assgnments and things like that, which
goes back to LBJ again. Did you want to hear about that?

RITCHIE: Mmmm-hmmmm.

SCOTT: A lot of little things go back to LBJ. That's one of the things that he did when he first
came. | don't know if that's mentioned in Senator Byrd's book about committee assgnments. When
Johnson first came as Mgority Leader he wanted to change the committee assignment set-up because
anew senator never got very good committee assgnments. He fdlt that Senators could be better
utilized if they would have their experience utilized. So he gave each new senator one good committee
and one just so-s0 committee, until he got more seniority. The Democratic Leader of course was the
chairman of the Steering Committee on Committees, so thisis partly what Senator Johnson did. | think
it was good because it |et the Senators have their experiences count for something and have good
committees.

So anyway these different groups would meet in our office and sometimes | was there with
them. | had aprogram of lecturesthat | did for the Congressona seminars that was run by a group
under the Civil Service Commission. | did that for severd years before | |eft. These downtown
government people would come up to the Hill, and different Members of Congress and staff members
would speak to them. | did it first with afellow who was assgant to
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the Clerk of the House, like | was assistant to the Secretary of the Senate. Heand | did it together, he
for the House side, and then me for the Senate. Then he wanted to do it separately, he didn't want to
be there with me. [laughs] So | did it separatey mysdif.

| understand they had awaiting ligt in this Executive Department downtown, of people who
wanted to attend these seminars. Frank used to say | was performing a"'service for the Senate” in
giving these talks. | included a question-and-answer session at the end of each lecture and brought
aong samples of the different publicationsissued. Many times my "students’ would come to my office
after the meetings to obtain copies of our booklets. My girls would kid me by saying, ""Here come your
students.” | was not paid for these addresses while | was an employee; but after | retired | was.

| did that for severd years, dso for American University and a couple of other organizations.
Onetime, we had a mesting of the state legidature officers, the secretaries of the senate and the clerks
of the house of the state legidatures. So Frank came and spoke to them briefly, and | was going to
address them with one of my speechesthat | used to give for the Congressiona seminars, and |
remember Frank said, "Well, thisis Dorothye Scott, she's redlly the Secretary of the Senate.” [laughs]
But there were dl different kinds of groups of people like that.

RITCHIE: Congant delegations coming in.
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SCOTT: Yes and our dining room was used, such as Larry O'Brien using it for Kennedy, and
different Senators would give luncheons for the other Senators, particularly the Leader, Senator
Johnson was there. He and Senator Russdll lots of times on Saturdays would come for the luncheons
and they worked very closdy. | remember a one of the Stevenson conventions, | met Senator
Johnson—aof course, | wanted him to be nominated [laughs|—so | had run into George Reedy the night
before, George Reedy was on his gaff. | think it was like two o'clock in the morning, and | was saying,
"Oh you have to write a gpeech to nominate Senator Johnson,” and he said, "I'd like to write that
gpeech.” And | sad, "And I'd liketo giveit!" Well, anyway, Senator Johnson was nominated by John
Conndly, and | remember | ran into him a the Stockyards Convention Hal there in Chicago, in
between sessions, and | said to him, "Oh, Senator I'm sorry that you didn't get further.” He said, "Well
| don't think 1 had enough self-confidence.” And he said, "'l felt that had this Started maybe twenty-four
hours sooner that maybe something would have built up." Emery Frazier, who was then Chief Clerk
under Mr. Johnston, used to say to me when Johnson was Democratic Leader, that "He's going to be
kingmaker and never aking, because he was from the wrong state, he was from Texas.  And then, of
course, when he did become President, and was dlected by such alarge mgority after thet it was very
gratifying. | had sent him alittle memento before the convention, agold charm. It was awestern hat

with aring around

U.S. Senate Historical Office Oral History Project
www.senate.gov/history 42



it—"throw your hat in thering" [laughs]. There werealot of little persond things | used to enjoy with
Senator Johnson.

RITCHIE: Youworked with severd different Mgority Leaders. Y ou started out with Alben
Barkley. Then Scott Lucas came dong, and then Ernest McFarland, very briefly.

SCOTT: That'sright.

RITCHIE: Canyou tel mealittle bit about Lucas and McFarland?

SCOTT: Oh,yes Senator Lucaswas very nice and very gppreciative and everything. |
went to areception after his leg had been amputated and | felt so bad. And Senator Lucas died en
route on the train going down South. Mr. Johnston was on the same train. They had this group, maybe
you've heard about it, called the "Ex S.O.B's," mostly retired top aides to Senators. They used to have
luncheons and trips. Mr. Johnston was a member of it, and | think Frank wasinvited to it one time,
too. Therewasatrip going down South. Senator Lucas was on the train. Mr. Johnston was on the
train with thiswhole group. Senator Lucas had some kind of attack, and they had to stop the train and
put him off. And he died right after that. Thiswas some years after he had his leg amputated.
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Margaret McMahon, who was his administrative assistant, worked very closdy with us. When
Senator Lucas died, she placed flowers on his desk in the chamber. | remember many long nights
when we were there late, working on the votes. Senator Lucas was Mgority Leader, and he had an
ulcer, and was out in Bethesda Nava Hospitd in Bethesda, Maryland. Mr. Biffle was Secretary of the
Senate, and he had burdtis, and he was in the same hospita. Mr. Johnston had had a nervous
breakdown, and he was sick. So the three key people were out. Senator [Earle] Clements was whip,
and so Senator Clements was carrying on. Bobby Baker was Secretary for the Mg ority, and Bobby
would cal me up from the floor. Wed have long, long sessions, and Bobby would cal me up and
dictate the rall-call vote announcements on the phone. So there were three of the top leadership posts
vacant a thet time. There were Senator Lucas, and Mr. Biffle, and Mr. Johnston. And so it was
Senator Clements and Bobby Baker. That was during Senator Lucas time.

| have avery dear girl friend who worked with Senator Lucas. She described the night that he
was defeated by Senator Dirksen. They had abig dection party in the office, and they kept getting the
election returns, and they kept getting worse and worse and worse. Sheld say sheld never go to
another eection party in her life! 1t waskind of sad in away at that time. Senator Lucas was here, and
we were having long sessions throughout most of the year. He wasn't able to get out to lllincisto
campaign, and Senator Dirksen had had an eye problem when he was a member of the House. And he

had gone hometo Illinois for two years. Of course, he got
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to campaign around so the people could see him and everything. And he came and ran against Senator
Lucas, and he defeated Senator Lucas. We dl felt that Senator Lucas as Mgority Leader had to stay
50 close to Washington that he couldn't go home to campaign. So that's my fedlings about Senator

Lucas.

RITCHIE: Did the style of leadership change much between Barkley and Lucas, or did things
pretty well continue on?

SCOTT: | think things pretty well continued then. | think everything was kind of cut and
dried. LBJwasthe one who changed things around. He was the one, as| say, who started this
committee business, which was very important, because it gave each new senator an opportunity to get
somewhere and to make his career more fruitful. Whereas before they held the Senators down to just
the Digtrict Committee and other committees that weren't that important.

Maybe it's because | knew Senator Johnson more, and, as | say, Mr. Biffle and Barkley were
very, very close. And then Mr. Johnston when he was Secretary of the Mgority with the two of
them—uwith Mr. Biffle and with Senator Barkley. | had some contact with Barkley, but not that much.
Then with Senator Lucas | had more contact with him and his saff.  And then with Senator Johnson a
great dedl more. Not very much with Ernest McFarland. But we did work closdly, of course, when
Senator Johnson was ill and Senator Clements was whip. We worked closdy with him.
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RITCHIE: What about therole of thewhip indl this? Did you see much of the whips? Did

they come and use your office?

SCOTT: Not as much asthe Leader. We had one of our girls, Christine Johnson—she was
Keen Johnson's sster. He was governor of Kentucky, and he ran one time against Senator [John
Sherman] Cooper for the Senate. She had been with Senator Clements. Then he was eected whip.
And at that time Mr. Johnston only had me, and we had to get some more people on our staff. So
Senator Clements prevailed upon Mr. Johnston to take Chrigtine. Christine came to our office and, of
course, | hadn't had alot of contact with Senator Clements before she came from Senator Clements
office. We didn't see as much of the whip, actudly. No, | wouldn't say that because my memory is
that Johnson was never whip himsdlf, and he's the one we're closest to. And Senator Barkley and

Lucas were the Leaders.

RITCHIE: Inmany ways, it seemsto methe Mgority Secretary, like Felton Johnston, redly
was awhip. Did he spend dl thet time on the floor?

SCOTT: Oh, yes. And that'sthe funny thing. | must tell you about this. | wasredly
aurprised. The very firgt day when | went to work for him—well, the first day was the holiday, and we
met in Mr. Biffle's office—and the next day when | came on duty, he went down to the Senate floor.

He didn't tdl me where he was
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going! Hetook hislittle folder with him, and | had done some of the work that he had to have for the
Leader to make the announcements and so on. And he walked out [laughs]. | guess it was about
quarter to twelve, and | wasthinking, "Wdl, where is he going?" He never said aword to me. He
never told me where hewas going. And then the bellsrang, and | thought, "That's where he was going!
Down to the Senate floor." Now, he was down there constantly. He was back very, very seldomin
the office during the day. But we talked by phone. A lot of thiswas by phone. And then, asl say, at
night after the sessons were over we worked on dl these roll-call announcements.

And, of course, we worked together when we were out of session or when the sesson would
be over, or in the mornings. He was there dl the time, and then when the Senators would comein later.
One of the Senators—talking about people who would comein our office, G-43— was Senator
[Brien] McMahon of Connecticut. He would comein. We had alittle room which had only alittle
mirror and little basin to wash your hands. It wasn't asbig asacloset. It wasatiny, little room. So
Senator McMahon would go in there, and held stay. And I'd say, "What's he doing in there?' There
wasn't room to move around. And at the time he was wearing atoupee, and | didn't know it until |
found out abouit that.

Senator McMahon—you had different feelings about some of them—John Lane was his
adminigrative assstant, and Bill Fey, who is now ajudge was his persond secretary. | knew them both
red well. | raninto John Lane, by the way, last summer. | was out
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here a the Congressiond Country Club. He said "'l haven't seen you in about forty years" Anyway,
Senator McMahon was going to run for President onetime. He had headquarters out in Chicago, but
hewas very ill. 1t was probably '52. He had a headquarters out there and yet he was in the hospitd. |
think they were trying to do thisjust asagesiure. It was so sad because his headquarters phones were
hooked up to the hospitdl. It was very sentimental. We dl knew about it. And, just a the end of
convention, the day that | came back, | remember so well, | ran into John Lane at the train station
before | boarded the train. He said Senator McMahon had just passed on. Y ou felt you knew about
his running, you knew about the convention. It was so sentimenta. Last summer when | was here John

and | were talking about that.

RITCHIE: When you mentioned that Skeeter Johnston would be on the floor, would he Sit at

that roll-top desk, or sit in the cloakroom, or wander around?

SCOTT: No, hewas at the desk most of thetime. The Secretary of the Mgority's work is 90
percent on the floor to see what's going on, who's going to get the floor, what's going to be introduced,
and what amendments, and whét roll-cal votes, and redlly kesping up with everything going on on the
floor. | think that isthe main duty of the Secretary of the Mgority.

For ingtance, a onetime, | don't know whether it was when Mr. Johnston wasill or why he

wasn't there. But Senator [Daniel]

U.S. Senate Historical Office Oral History Project
www.senate.gov/history 48



Brewster of Maryland was presiding, and it was one night around seven. Mr. Johnston wasn't there
because | fed if he had been there he would have seen that this was taken care of. But Senator
Brewster had to leave, he had to go to some dinner. He had asked one of the boys in the cloakroom to
get somebody to come and preside. So often when they would have a junior Senator they would have
them preside at night, that's when junior Senators would get that duty. Anyway, the person who was
supposed to do that didn't get anybody to take his place to preside. And Senator [Wayne]
Morse—"five o'clock shadow," they used to call him—was making a speech. Held sart speeches at
five o'clock. Senator Morse of Oregon was the one that turned from a Republican to be a Democrat.
And Senator Brewster, presiding, waked off! He banged the gavel, and Senator Morse was ill
gpesking. Thebedlsrang. It wasterrible, because Senator Morse was |eft standing there with his
mouth open!

There had been arecess or adjournment order which had been agreed to earlier. And dl
Senator Brewster said was, "Under the previous order, | declare the Senate adjourned.”"—with Senator
Morse standing there with his mouth open! And that wasterrible for Senator Brewster to do that!
Like| say, the Secretary for the Mgority, or whoever was the assistant, should have seen that Senator
Brewster got somebody to replace him so he could leave, so that this wouldn't happen.

So the next day, | remember Mr. Johnston told Senator Brewster that he'd better go over and
see Senator Morse and apologize,
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because this just wasn't done. So he did, he went over to his office and gpologized. But it wasin the
Congressional Record—that Senator Brewster adjourned the Senate when Senator Morse till had
thefloor. That'sjust anillustration of one of the things that the Secretary to the Mgority was supposed
to do on the Senate floor.

RITCHIE: Didyou ever go down to the Senate floor?

SCOTT: Oh,yes Yes I'll tell you about that. 1 had to go to put these roll-call votesin the
files next to the Secretary's desk. | was there frequently doing that. |1 wouldn't go when they werein
session, but | would go in the morning sometimes and take these down because he had to have them
right there at his desk. And sometimes some of the guides would comein and | would hear them
taking.

| remember Frances Dustin who worked for Senator [Owen| Brewster of Maine. That's
another Brewdter. She was the first woman staff member to go on the Senate floor when the Senate
wasin session. And there was a big rhubarb about that because no other woman staff member had
ever come in when they werein sesson like that. Senator Brewster had called her to the floor, so she
went on the floor. And thisisnot done. That was Frances Dustin.

But I never went on the floor when they were in sesson until one time—let me see— think |

did for Senator Johnson severd years later. He wanted me to come in for something. At that time
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| think it was more gppropriate and wasn't condemned so badly. | remember his persona secretary,
Mary Margaret Wiley, used to go on the floor sometimes for him. But heingsted. 1've forgotten how |
got the message or what, but | had to go in on the floor for Senator Johnson.

RITCHIE: Werethere any other mae-only preserves, or wasit just on the floor?

SCOTT: Wel, there was the swimming poal, | think. [Laughs]

RITCHIE: That was amember-only preserve, too, right.

SCOTT: Yes Andtheinteresting part about that was that when Senator [Maureen]
Neuberger, Mrs. Neuberger, came and took her husband's seat. She went over to the swimming pool
when the Senators were there. And they didn't like awoman coming, | understood. She was
interesting when she came, because she would come in with the mae Senators to our office during night
sessons and have some refreshments. And | don't think the Senators were at al comfortable with thet.

| remember the day that Mrs. Neuberger was sworn in. Senator Margaret Chase Smith
walked her up to the rostrum. So it was kind of interesting—two women Senators waking up.
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RITCHIE: Didyou see much of Margaret Chase Smith in those days? She wouldn't have

come to the Democrétic office.

SCOTT: Shedidn't cometo our office very much, but | saw her. And, yes, | admired her.
By the way she's till living, and | had an invitation from Lola Aiken, Senator Aiken's widow, to come
up to Montpelier, and she wants to go see Margaret Chase Smith. She wants meto do that while I'm
back here Eadt this summer.

A bunch of usused to go over to Mike PAm's after work at night. Wed stop in there and have
adrink before wed go home. | remember one soring evening—isn' it funny, al these reminiscences?
[laughs]—we were sitting in Mike PAm's, and they had the door open. We dl knew Senator Margaret
Chase Smith, and she was walking by, and we happened to look out and we saw her go by. And she
waved at us. You could practically read her mind. | think she wanted to comein, because we used to
see her in the Senate restaurant, and she was friendly with the girls. And | think; it was twilight time,
and she was lonesome and wanted to come in and join us, and yet, because she was a Senator she felt
she couldn't.

Her record, remember—she never missed aroll-call vote. She was there night after night after
night. And | remember Senator [George] Aiken nominated her for Presdent one time & one of the
Republican conventions. She findly had ahip operation, and | think she missed her firg roll-call votein
al those years, and Senator Aiken made a speech about it.  After that, before she

U.S. Senate Historical Office Oral History Project
www.senate.gov/history 52



left, she used to come around on alittle electric scooter. She couldn't walk very well. Senator
[Richard] Russell did that, too before he left. | remember one time we were down on the firgt floor,
and | saw her with her little scooter, and she wanted to know if | would steer her into the ladies room.
| did.

Remember, too, her "Declaration of Conscience' againgt Senator McCarthy. | thought that
was redly something. | have some of my notes about Senator [Joseph] McCarthy.

| went to one of the dinner parties—Frank used to have alot of dinner parties with Senators.
He used to say that the VVaeo condo was the best restaurant in Washington, because he had alot of
different, foreign recipes. Thiswas his hobby. When he would go on these foreign trips with Senator
Mandfield and some of the others he would collect recipes. He had this Spanish housekeeper, Sixta.
She would prepare the different recipes, and he had these dinner parties for the Senators. After he and
his wife were divorced, | was his hostess at alot of these dinners.

One night he had Margaret Chase Smith and a fellow who worked for her. He was the one
who helped her write her book.

RITCHIE: Oh,Bill Lewis.

SCOTT: Bill Lewis. That'sright. | couldn't remember hisname. They were there, and they

were just writing the book then. | remember at that dinner party they were telling about it. Of course,

it was Declaration of Conscience. Shelived out in Slver
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Spring. | wasjust trying to remember anything more about her. As| say, Lola keeps asking meto
come up to Montpelier when I'm back here, and | haven't doneit yet. And Lola, of course, used to

come down here.

RITCHIE: | saw Mrs. Aikenlast fal. There was a conference about Senator Aiken at the
Universty of Vermont. And she attended every session.

SCOTT: Ohshedid. Atthe Universty of Vermont thereis one dormitory wing named after
LolaAiken. She sent me the program of the dedication, etc. about that. That was interesting when
they were going together. They were the " sweethearts of the Senate.” Hiswife had died some years
before, and he used to have lunch with us al thetime. We used to call it our "family” because it was
Ruth Wait and Walter Watt—we used to call them "mother and father." And there were Lolaand alot
of the others, we were dl the "daughters” dl the"sgters.” It was our family, and Senator Aiken used to
be with us. We had another friend who had apool. We used to go over there to parties, and Senator
Aiken used to have alot of breskfasts and serve his[maple] syrup from Vermont. At one of the
breakfasts one of the guests, Grace Genzberger, did not use any syrup on her hot cakes. Infuriated,
Senator Aiken got up from his seat at the head of the table, went around to her place, and poured the
syrup on the hotcakes! We used to see alot of them socidly.
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The day that they were married, | remember Frank was on the phone, and | got the call. I'm
trying to think if it was Dottie McCarty or who it was who said Lola and the Senator had just been
married. | think it was out a Fort Myer. So | went flying into Frank. Of course, he was a good friend,
too. Asameatter of fact, | gave their first wedding luncheon after they were married, in our dining
room. | got Frank off the phone, | think he was talking to Senator Mandfield's office—Sdpee
Sahagan. | said "Senator Aiken and Lolawere just married.” He got al excited and told Sdpe. Then
after that when | had their first wedding luncheon in our dining room, Frank ingsted that | St &t the heed
of the table because it was aluncheon for them. | got awedding cake and dl the trimmings. The
guestsincluded alot of red, cose friends, whom he had been associated with. 1t was our "family"
celebration. After that | understand some of the Senators and their wives entertained for them.

RITCHIE: LolaAiken was Senator Aiken's secretary for many years. Did you basicdly have

connections with al the secretaries around in the Senate?

SCOTT: A lot of thetop girls, yes. Lolawaswith him back when he was governor. She had
been with him for twenty-six years, | think. She came here with him.  She worked for him back therein
Montpelier, and she was practicadly his hostessfor dl the
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different socid things.  Cherry blossom festivas and everything. She was hisright hand.

| was up to their place onetime. A girl friend had a seminar she had to attend in Montpelier.
She worked for NIH and we went up there. Lolasaid to come to her house there. When | was there
my girlfriend was in her classes, this seminar she was doing, so | went over to the Capital building. And
there in the lower part of it there were pictures of Senator Aiken when he was Governor, when he was
running for Governor and everything like that. | felt very, very closeto him; and it was interesting to see
his background. They had a house up there.

Bill Ridgely and hiswife and | were up there a couple of years back up at Lolas, sowe keepin
contact. But Senator Aiken was marvelous. | dwaysfet that, party notwithstanding, he should have
gotten much farther. | redly, truly do. Hewasright there. He could spot everything with very few
words. He could get right to the point. We used to have these different parties, and | would loveto
talk to him because | would love to get his feding about legidation and what was going on. He was
very succinct, and | would fed like | got redly straight answers.

He was a close adviser to dl the Presidents, and yet he never got to be President. He was very
independent. 1've forgotten what the bill was, | think it was something about araise. He voted firg.
And then heleft. He had to go up to Vermont. He voted no. And I think it carried nearly
unanimoudy, and yet he was very, very independent. The story was he and Lolawould campaign,
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and they were a great team because he was real down-to-earth and she was very politicaly savwy and
alittle more sophigticated. They were just a greet team, so | enjoyed them very much.

Senator Mandidd, Senator Aiken, and Lolawould have breskfast very early every morning in
the Senators dining room. There was a saying, "If you want to know what Mike Mandfidd isthinking,
ask George Aiken;" and "if you want to know what George Aiken isthinking, ask Mike Mansfield.”

RITCHIE: Wasthe network of secretaries agood place to get information as to what was
going on?

SCOTT: Wédl, yes. Of course| belonged to the Adminigtrative Assistants and Personal
Secretaries Association. In fact | was secretary of that a onetime. That was, of course, more socidl.
We had dl kinds of different events, and you'd get to see everybody there. Then, of course, there was
the Congressond Secretaries Club, and | belonged to that. Another little thing along that line—thisis
something else | hadn't thought about for along time—we had a specid table in the Senate Restaurant
a which the group that caled oursdvesthe "family" gathered. Sometimes Dr. [Floyd] Riddick [the
Senate parliamentarian] would join us. Little Mr. Holcomb who worked there on one of the
committees would come, and Carl Fogle who worked at the Architect's office. A lot of the group we

fdt were close,
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We would have lunch there. 1t could possbly be that somebody would talk about legidation
among oursaves. There was afellow who worked for Jack Anderson who used to come and try to Sit
at our table just with what you had in mind. | think thiswasit. First it was Drew Pearson, and then
when he passad on, it was Jack Anderson. | think he would like to come and listen to seeif he could
pick up something. They kind of kept thistable for us. So much so that onetime, | don't know
whether it was Jack Anderson, somebody came, and Dr. Riddick wrote a memo to the head of the
Rules Committee, which many of us signed. We petitioned the Rules Committee to keep this table for
us. We didn't want other people coming to our particular table.

RITCHIE: I'vejust doneinterviews with Scott Peek and . . .

SCOTT: Yes. | remember him, with Senator [George] Smathers.

RITCHIE: AndRenVander Zee, and they were very active in getting the Adminigrative
Assigtants Association going. | guess that there was ared socia network, that the Senate Saff was
smaller in those days, and it was easier to know many of the people and have more, perhaps, persona

relaionships than now.

SCOTT: Thannow. Exactly.
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RITCHIE: Now that it's such ahuge aff.

SCOTT: Yes. | remember Scotty Peek. He worked for Senator Smathers. | remember in
Chicago one time at one of the conventions we went out on a boat trip together. The Administrative
Assgtants group was smdler because it was just the adminigirative assstants and persona secretaries
to each Senator. We fdt that they were the top advisers to the Senators. Of course, my membership
in this association was alittle different because | was adminigrative assistant to the Secretary of the
Senate. But they were the top advisers to the Senators who handled alot of the legidation; prepared a
lot of legidation, and followed it through. So they were like assstant Senators, you might say.
Adminigrative assistants threw alot of weight around as far as being important to the Senate. So that
was a very interesting group because they were up on legidation and they redly knew what was going
on.

One evening | attended an Adminigrative Assstants party with both Mr. Johnston and Frank. |
fdt very officid with a Secretary of the Senate on each arm!

RITCHIE: Didyou ever go down to the Quorum Club? | guessthat iswherethe
adminigtrative assstants club sort of started.

SCOTT: No. They were completely separate. The Adminidtrative Assstants Association

was an older organization. Mr. Johnston was a member and frequently some of the Senators would
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attend the functions. The "Quorum Club" was a name given loosely to some people who used to
frequent the Carroll ArmsHotdl. | redly never knew much about it. That was back in the days of
Bobby Baker. The Adminigrative Assistants used to have our different meetings and luncheons and
things at different places. For instance, we would have them over there a the Reserve Officers
Building. They used to have them over there sometimes. And when | was Secretary, | was going
around trying to get different places for usto have them. And then when the Madison Hotdl was first
built I got that for one of our meetings. And River House out there in Arlington, the Belle Haven
Country Club, and alot of placeslikethat. We had alot of very specid things for the Adminidrative
Assigants.

The firg function | arranged as Secretary was an "Easter Bonnet" contest. | had Senator Frear
of Delaware and Senator Lausche of Ohio as judges together with Ingrid Rundvold, the fashion editor
of the Washington Post. We had prizesfor prettiest, funniest, and most unusua chapeaux—at the
activities dinner thet evening.

RITCHIE: Itwasprimarily socid?

SCOTT: Itwassocid, yes. But it was interesting to catch up with things. That's the way that

Frank used to be about embassy parties. He used to be attending alot of those, and | went with him
different times. He used to say to me, "That's where you find
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out what isgoing on. That's where you find out what can be done &t the different embassies” You
were saying about the difference between the three Secretaries of the Senate for whom | worked. You
want me to eaborate on that?

RITCHIE: Sure.

SCOTT: Wédl, Mr. Johnston was the one who was very conservetive and very meticulous; not
exactly quiet but very, very respectful. Whereas, Mr. Biffle, | didn't work for him, but he was more on
asocid level with alot of the Senators and with alot of cabinet people. Mr. Johnston considered
himsdf more of their servant. | think that was the basic difference there. The next one was Emery
Frazier. He had been Chief Clerk for thirty-six years. | cdled him "Emery.” Hewasafriend of mine,
and dl of asudden he was my boss[laughs]. Mr. Johnston had retired, and Emery took over for |
think it was nine months until Frank took over. He had been amember of the sate legidaturein
Kentucky, and he knew Senator Clements red well, and he knew Chrigtine who worked for Senator
Clements who was one of my assstants. He had known her when shewas alittle girl. [laughs] And
she was part of my staff, so dl of a sudden he was her boss, and she had known him since the time she
was alittle girl. Emery waslike an old shoe. He was very easy with the Senators, and he was down to
earth. Not that he wasn't polished, but he was more wholesome; not as sophisticated, for instance, as
Frank.
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At the beginning he wasn't too interested in anything. And then just before the end of his
term—he sat down a my desk one time and he said, "Well, Scottie, thisjob is getting to be ajob." He
didnt redlize until he got in there with both feet what he was going to be doing. But he did alot of
things, like those Senate service plagues like yours up there. That was Emery'sidea. He was the one
who designed that. That was first done when Hubert Humphrey was Vice President, and he and
Emery sgned it. And then the day Emery left was kind of sad. He sat there a my desk and he said,
"Well, Scottie, it just seemslike adream.” He was there such a short time.

Incidentdly, to back up a bit—when Mr. Johnston and | said goodbyesin our inner office our
chief messenger, Ellsworth Dozier, was with us. He told me afterward that he thought held have to get
amop to mop up thetears Emery had not come in to work that day and wisely waited until late in the
afternoon to call me.

Onetime Dardl St. Claire decided to bered cute. Darrell had a dinner party for dl three of
them, for Mr. Johnston, for Emery Frazier, and for Frank, al three Secretaries of the Senate. Had
been, Was, and Going-to-be! [laughg] It wasred funny. But as| said, Emery was like an old shoe.
He was there as Chief Clerk during a historical happening, when the astronauts came and everything
likethat. Mr. Johnston, of course, was there for the first one, for [Alan] Shepherd. But after that, |
remember one time Emery was at my desk, and they were talking about the voice
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from outer space. And of course, Emery was there at conventions, and | got to see alot of him then,
before he was my boss.

And then Frank camein. And Frank was alittle different again, because Frank was, as| say, a
little more sophigticated. Frank had alot more interest in foreign affairs because of Senator Mansfield's
influence, I'm sure. And hewas awriter. He had started out as awriter for the Library of Congress.
Then he had been on Senator Mandfidd's staff. He was in contact with the foreign embassies. | think
that the persondities of al three were so different. Frank was younger, and | felt that Frank and | were
redl, good friends, socidly and officidly. He came down to my cottage with hislittle boy and my dad.
And | knew his mother. She used to cdl me her daughter [laughs]. | fdt like that was alittle bit closer,
even though | was close to Mr. Johngton in alittle bit different way. But Frank was entirely different as
far ashisinteregts.

He had visitors from the different embassies, and he spoke five languages. One time he was
talking to somebody in Spanish. And then somebody called from the French Embassy. | said, "Now
you have to shift gears and change to French.” [laughs] That was the very next cdl, and he shifted right
away into French.

One time he had somebody coming from one of the embasses who was aNegro. (I used to
kid him about looking like the various foreigners) When he camein | told Frank that "thisoneisjust a
little bit different color than the other ones coming into seeyou. | don't think you can resemble him." It

made it interesting.
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Frank had more of an international thrust as far as the work under Senator Mansfield was concerned.

When the Chinese Liaison Office was established, we were ingrumenta in assgting them with
arrangements for dinners and receptions for Members of Congress.

On D.C. Election Day | took representatives from the Chinese Liaison Office to three voting
precincts in Washington. This| did in Frank's place as he could not go. | made arrangements
beforehand with the precinct officias, answered questions, showed them sample balots, observed
people vating, etc. Afterward they invited me back to the Liaison Office for teg, but | had an
engagement and had to decline. | had been there to dinner with Frank previoudy. It was interesting,
trying to explain voting—and Democracy—to them.

RITCHIE: Thejobissort of what the individua wantsto makeit.

SCOTT: Tomekeof it. Exactly. One of the things| could say—I don't think that Frank
would mind my saying this—was that he was very, very close to Senator Mandfidld, and necessarily,
because of his background experience. But when you are Secretary of the Senate, you work for the
whole Senate, not just the Democratic sSide, not just the Leader, even though you are that close. |

remember Frank said, "Is there anything you have to suggest,” because | had been there before, "Just
givemeay
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idess” Sol said | thought he should get to know the other Senators just as well as Senator Mandfield,
get to know them more and be available for them too. But | just fdlt that would be a smart thing to do
and not be 0 exclusively for Senator Mandfield. Then, of course, he was defeated, and | dways felt
that thiswas behind it. He was the only one | know of who was defeated in office like that. When Stan
Kimmitt ran againg him.

RITCHIE: After along stretch of being Secretary.

SCOTT: Wadll, hewas Secretary from '66 to '77. So it wasalong time. Stan Kimmitt was
adwaysvery friendly tome. | liked himalot. | had no idea he was going to run for Secretary of the
Senate. Until, let me see, IBM had a seminar and Marilyn Courtot who worked with us wanted some
people to go it out in Germantown. We went out there, and | remember Gail Martin, who was Stan
Kimmitt's secretary, was there. Marilyn Courtot was in our outer office, and she was getting computers
into Senators offices. Frankly, I'll never forget when she brought the order in for a computer for every
senaor's office. | sad, "Marilyn do you redly think they are going to use them?' Asit was, alot of
them never even used them. They didn't have anyone to operate them in those days. They just sat
there and gathered dust. But we got them anyway.

But this was alittle seminar that some of us atended. A lot of people fet it was awaste of
time. | remember Dwight Gat from
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the Daily Digest went with us, and Dr. Riddick, and alot of people like that who fdt dl this busness
about computers had nothing to do with their work at al! And yet we had to go. Dwight Galt said our
attendance had "nothing to do with the price of potatoesin Peoria” So it was Marilyn Courtot and the
girl who wasin charge of it out a IBM, and Gail and |, when we had lunch before the afternoon
sesson. We were talking about the coming sesson—ian't it funny these things that you
remember—Gail said something that struck me as kind of funny. | thought it was strange that she
hesitated when asked about what Stan would be for the next sesson. It was one of those things.

RITCHIE: Gaveyou apremonition.

SCOTT: Gave me apremonition because ordinarily she would have said right away, "Oh,
well, hell still be Secretary of the Mgority." You'd say that. "Oh, yes helll continue if he's dected, and
| guess hewill be" It would be athing that you'd answer just ordinarily very routindy. | remember she
kind of stopped. And | wondered, it was kind of strange. | had afunny little feding.

| had no ideathat Stan was going to run, that hed even be interested. Frank, as| say, had
been closdly associated with the Leader, and he made, | think it was three tripsto China. Frank
sudied Chinese, becoming proficient enough to participate in dinner conversationsin China. On the

second trip he made two
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gpeechesin Chinese. One of the trips to China was made when the Senate went out of session, and
Frank wasn't there. And this was the last one when Senator Mangfield was going to leave anyway SO
you might say hewas alame duck. | didn't fed it was very smart for Frank to go off with Senator
Mansfield when the Senate was going to be adjourning in his absence. | ft kind of bad about that. |
don't remember if Darrell wasthere. | guess Darrdl may have been there. Frank had made Darrell,
rather than Chief Clerk, he had made him Assistant Secretary of the Senate at one point. | remember
he had a party with aresolution framed to give him. So Darrdll was Assistant Secretary of the Senate,
and he could be thereto close. It'satechnicd thing. But you know how it is. Y ou know how the
Senators are. | felt that that may have had something to do with it.

We didn't hear about the fact that Stan was even running until the day before the Democratic
Conference a which they have thevote. Frank cadled mein, and he said, "Don't say anything to Darrell
or Hosse'—Horence Wynn was my principa assstant then—but he said, "I understand that Stan
Kimmitt is thinking of running for Secretary of the Senate.” Of course, | was flabbergasted. And so |
dayed in hisinner office. There was very little time to campaign. Thiswas the night before, or latein
the afternoon. We made alot of calsfrom the inner office to some of the Senatorsto tell them. Some
of them were amazed. They had no idea that Stan was going to be running. One of them said he had
known it. The Senator is till there now so | won't give his
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name. But | felt very bad about this because he told Frank that Stan had said to him that Frank was not
interested in being dected. | didn't think that that was very nice. | felt bad because that was giving a
fase impression.

| had nothing against Stan. He had dway's been very niceto me. But after the whole thing
happened, an awful ot of people came up to me—even people who weren't on the Hill— and had
thingsto say againgt Stan, the fact that he had done this. Unsolicited, people came to me, alot of
different people. | was amazed that people would know that much about it, would feel that much
about it. They cameto me, and they weretelling me. It was very, very sad.

| remember the day he went to the Conference, and he was defeated. He came back and gave
me the report on the vote. | don't know for sure, | think it was40to 21. It wasabig loss. At that
time, and thisis kind of sentimentd, too, he aways went in to open the Senate. Of course, the Vice
President, the Chaplain and the Secretary of the Senate always went in to open the Senate. Onceina
whileif he couldn't be there, if he was a a meeting or something, he would get Darrell to go in. Sothis
day, after he came back and told me the result of the Conference, he went out to Darrell, and he said,
"Well, Darrdl, will you go and open?'—and then he changed hismind. | admired him very much for
that. Hesaid, "No I'll goin." And | thought, "Good for him!" 1 think it would have been hard if | were
heto go in just when they had dapped him in theface. Hewaked right inthere. 1 told him |
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admired that very, very much, that he went right in there, and he did his job even though he had just
been defeated!

As| sy, fromthetime that | started | never heard of anybody being in office and being
defested like that.

RITCHIE: Wel, you started in a sense with an eection and an ection contest of Felton
Johngton, and you ended with an election contest.

SCOTT: Wadll, that was ared dection with Sx people, when Mr. Johnston won. I'm trying to
remember who the other candidates were. | think one of them may have worked for Senator [Claude]
Pepper. | can't remember the names on that. But that would be in those minutes wherever they are.
But that was true with Frank. That was a sad day.

In the meantime | had bought this place out in PAm Springs. My cousin and her husband had
moved out there. | had gone out and bought this place near them and rented it. Because of my service
with the War Department | had thirty-six years of government service, and | had the age—fifty-
five—s0 | could retire to the place out in PAm Springs. Frank said that he wanted to establish some
kind of afirm afterwards. He asked meif | would work with him. 1t would be a consulting firm. He
sad to think about it. He said—which | thought was quite complimentary— when | was out in PAm
Springs in the wintertime that he could run it here. And then when | come back in the summertime like |

do now that | could run
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it. [laughg Hesad it wouldn't be working for him, it would be working with him—like a partnership
with these different clients—to follow legidation, more or less, not as alobbyist but smilar to thet,
conaulting. | think that he did thisfor awhile and went to his different offices. But some of my friends
sad, "If you want to do that you could just do that on your own. 'Y ou have your apartment here, and
you could havethecals" | certainly had the contacts with the people dl those years. It would bethe
same kind of thing but | wouldn't have to be in Frank'sfirm. | could do as| want to. Frank said, "Well
think about it. If you get bored when you come back here, not having enough to do if you would like to
dothat." But | didn't, because whenever | come back | get busy with other things.

End of Interview #1

* My mother lighted up every room she entered, and everyone loved her. My father was a
sengitive and sentimental man of Irish descent, who loved to play the piano (by ear) for hours on end.
He dso had aflair for the dramatic and enjoyed entertaining with his recitations such as "The Face on

the Barroom Foor," "Casey at the Bat," and "The Census Taker."
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THE SECRETARY OF THE SENATE
Interview #2
Friday, June 5, 1992

RITCHIE: You sad you had another story about Lyndon Johnson. What was that?

SCOTT: | must have been redly touched by this because | made anote of it, and | findly
found it. He camein onetime, and he said to me, "I'm proud of the way you run the office from Mr.
Johnston on down. It's a haven where the weary can relax and not a hangout for deadbesats.” | thought
that was very nice.

RITCHIE: A "havenwherethe weary can relax.”

SCOTT: A "haven where the weary can relax and not a hangout for deadbeats.” It'squitea
contrast there. | must have been touched because | wrote it down and found it in my file,

RITCHIE: Wasthat the way Johnson used it? As ahaven when he was weary?

SCOTT: | would think so, yes. Particularly after he had his heart atack, he would come and

rest in our back room. He would tell me how soon to cal him and | would dways hate to
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disturb him. 1 think he just wanted to get away from everything. And that was one of the reasons| felt
he was s0 thoughtful. Remember | told you he came around when Senator Barkley had died and
Senator George was there to keep him company having lunch. He was aredly very feding man.
Sentimentd, | think. Very appreciative. That'sjust alittle, warm comment | wanted to include.

RITCHIE: | thought we should begin today by discussing the differences between the offices
of the Democratic Secretary and the Secretary of the Senate, and what you did in each of those offices.

SCOTT: All right. Well, the basic thing is that the Secretary for the Mgority was exclusvely
for the Democratic side of the Senate. One time during Mr. Johnston's service the Senate did go
Republican, so he was Secretary for the Minority. However, he served just the Democratic side of the
Senate. Whereas the Secretary's office is for the overal, whole Senate. That was the basic difference.

In the office of the Secretary for the Mgority, in addition to keeping the voting records, we had
alot to do with the actua set-up on the floor of the desks. At each session, whenever there was a new
class of Senators, then they had to be seated. Some of the others either retired, or resigned, or were
defeated. Then their desks would become empty. Thiswas kind of amusica chairs operation. We
had to do it for the Democratic Sde. We had to ask
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each Senator who wasin linein seniority where there was a vacancy if he wanted to move. If he
wanted to move, the next one had to move, and we had to do this to accommodate the new set up of

each session, of each class of Senators, so that the new ones could be seated in the back row.

RITCHIE: Did some of those Senatorsredly want to gt in aparticular place?

SCOTT: Oh, yes. They wanted to sit up near the middle and near the front. And if you didn't
save these for them their fedings would be hurt! [laughs] Thiswas one of the things so far as seniority
went that they redlly earned because of their service. Some of them weren't as interested, but some
were redly interested. Mr. Johnston had to go to each one, whenever a vacancy occurred, to get the
new set-up. Of course, the worst seats were in the back row way over on the left. But that's one of
the little things that we did, and had to do it each time, it was reptitive.

In addition to that, we aso had the confidentid directories, which were the little tiny directories
which every Senator had, and | believe the top person on his gaff had, with the Senators home
addresses and home phone numbers. We had to get dl the information for that, to have those
published. So alot of the little service things that were required in the operation of the Senate as a
whole, but only on the Democratic side, was handled by the Secretary for the Mgority; plus any other
duties that were
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requested of Mr. Johnston by the Democratic Senators. Of course, he worked closdly with the
Secretary for the Minority, the two of them worked together. | mentioned about the pairing of the
votes, which was so important.

As| mentioned before, we also sent out notices; and Mr. Johnston dictated minutes of all
Democratic Conferences as well as Democratic Policy Committee meetings, and Democratic Steering
Committee meetings. We kept up with the Satus of pending legidation, keeping Senators offices and
committees derted on caendar cals, etc. | believe | dso mentioned Mr. Johnston'swork as Secretary
of the Committee on Platform and Resolutions at the Democratic Nationa Conventions, and hiswork
on the Speaker's Bureau of the Democratic Nationa Committee.

But that was the basic operation of the Secretary for the Mgority, plus the fact that he had to
be on the floor dl the time to watch everything that was going on. So | fdt that | augmented him with
the operation of the office while he was on the floor. Thiswas the way that we served together.

The Secretary of the Senate's office was entirdly different. | directed the mailing of letters to
governors and secretaries of state regarding the certification of newly eected or appointed Members of
the Senate. These were sent after every dection and after any desth, resignation, etc. | aso arranged
for briefing and orientation meetings for new Senators, that were attended by the Financid Clerk, the
Printing Clerk, or representetive of the
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Senate Rules Committee and the Secretary for the Mgority or Minority in addition to the Secretary of
the Senate.

The Secretary of the Senate had under him al the various service offices, and they reported to
their people in charge and then to the Secretary of the Senate. 1t was akind of overall operation of the
running of the basic offices of the Senate. For instance, the Senate Library, and the Senate Document
Room, which you can tdll by their titles what they are, for the research of the Senators. The Senate
Disbursing Office, the Office of Senate Records, which evolved during the timethat | wasthere. That
was an interesting thing becauise there was a new law enacted whereas the candidates for dection to
the Senate had to file pre-eection and post-election statements. We had atime dement, so many days
before the dection, so many days after. Thiswasdl put into our Public Records divison, which was
under the Secretary's office. That was important because it was the overal operation for the elections,
and it was available for newspaper people to comein and see dl those records of contributions made
to each candidate. Sometimes they purchased copies of the reports. All of that was under the
Secretary's office.

In addition, under the Secretary of the Senate, were the Stationery Room, the Office of the
Executive Clerk, the Officia Reporters of the Senate, the Parliamentarian’s Office, the Senate Section
of the Daily Digest, the Curator of Artsand Antiquities, the Senate Historian's Office, the Printing
Clerk, Journd Clerk, Legidative Clerk, Enrolling Clerk, Bill Clerk, etc.
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It was interesting when Nelson Rockefeller became Vice President, that he had to meet with
the Financid Clerk to sign up for his sdary, hospitaization, etc. People joked about a Rockefdller
being concerned about finances.

So | had more staff, because before it was just me. | had two girl assstants, and then we had
nine messengers under the Secretary's office of whom two are the Chief and Assstant Chief, two
waiters, and two chauffeurs. And in the outer office were the Bill Clerk, and the Enralling Clerk, and all
these different persons who had to deal with the House machinery to have bills sgned, and then we had
one of our chauffeurs take them to the White House. Next to my desk | had another desk with a White
House phone. Ourswas the last office which would handle the bills, and they would be taken by our
messenger to the White House, after they had been signed either by the Vice President or the President
Pro Tem, and of course the Speaker of the House. So that was one of our operations, the liaison with
the White House. And of course we received dl the messages from the President. Each day when a
message from the President would come up by his messenger, he would come in and use my White
House phone to say, "The message has been ddivered.” That was alittle formdity; he had to call the
White House and say the message was ddlivered. So our office was aliaison between the Senate and
the White House. Our officia cars had to take things to the State Department and so on.

So the Secretary of the Senate's office was different, it was overdl, and in practice, too, for the
operation of both sides of
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the Senate. Mainly when it was a Democratic adminigration, it was somewhat the same as serving
Democratic Senators, but we aso served the Republican Senators and the Senate asawholein
connection with al these service offices. | think that's the main contrast. | may not have mentioned dl
the offices that reported to the Secretary of the Senate. There were severa others, including the Senate
Higtorica Office when you came!

RITCHIE: Now, your responshilities must have multiplied many times, | suspect.

SCOTT: Yes, they did. | had had alittle bit of practice because when Mr. Biffle was
Secretary of the Senate and Mr. Johnston was Secretary of the Mgority, | had to Say at night for all
those rall-call votes. So his staff members would leave and then | would St in there, in the seet where |
st dl those years later. | would be there during night sessons. Then | got to know alot of the
Senators as they would come in. Because when the Senate was in sesson alot of them would come

into the Secretary's office to wait for the roll-cal votes. So | had had alittle practice there.

RITCHIE: Soyou had to ded with people just prior to when they saw the Secretary. Did
you work as sort of a buffer for the Secretary?
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SCOTT: Yed [laughg] | think so, yesindeed. | mean, Mr. Johnston was very nice because
he delegated alot of thingsto me. And then aso they used to cal me the "registrar” of the Electora
College. We had to receive dl the actual votes of the eectors and we put out publications about the
Electord College, about the manner of selecting eectors, delegatesto nationd conventions, and dl that.
That'swhat | used to usein my seminars. The Electord College votesdl would comeintous. This
was very important, because this wasiit, this was the éection of the President. No matter how people
voted, if the eectors themsdves didn't carry out their wishes, then that wasthe end of it. We had a
joint session, and | think that in Senator Byrd's book there is a picture of the two pages who would lead
the Senate over in procession to the joint sesson. They had these large mahogany boxes that were
inlaid with leather. In each box wed have hdf of the dectora votes. But until the day of the joint
session to taly the votes, we would keep the eectoral votesin our safe. Mr. Frazier, when he was
Chief Clerk, and | would go over them. Wed have to record everything. We'd open them and wed
have to be sure everything was okay, otherwise it would have to be sent back to the states for the
electorsto do it again. Anyway, that was an important function every four years.

On the day of the joint session, the Senators would line up. The page boyswould go first,
carrying the boxes, with the Secretary of the Senate and the Sergeant at Arms of the Senate following
them, and then the Vice Presdent and the Mgority and
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Minority Leaders, and dl the Senators. | have a picture of that out in PAlm Springs which my cousin
thinksis very historic, because | have three Presidentsin the picture. | have the joint sesson when
Nixon was Vice President and Senator Kennedy was a Senator, and Senator Johnson was a Senator.
In that picture of the Senate going over for the joint session, there are three Presidents. Maybe you'd
like acopy of that?

RITCHIE: Sure.

SCOTT: Onetime, inthejoint sesson for the counting of the eectora votes, one envelope
which we received from Georgia had amistake in it, because one of the eectors did not vote for the
candidate. Thiswasredly something. Senator [Richard] Russell from Georgia a the time had to check
into this. And then we had to have a second joint session to count the electora votes. That was
unusud and kind of hitoric. But this year the eectors might not give amgority to any of the
candidates, s0 thisis how the eection might go into the House of Representatives. But that was
interesting, having alot to do with the electord votes.

It was interesting to note that Vice President Nixon, along with the Speaker, presided over the
joint sesson when Senator Kennedy was Presdent.

Then another thing that we had was what | called the state election boxes. We had those
made. They were aso mahogany boxes with a handle--thiswas al Mr. Johnston's idea--because when

U.S. Senate Historical Office Oral History Project
www.senate.gov/history 79



Alaska and Hawaii came into the Union, they each eected two Senators at onetime. So we didn't
know which of the two would have the long term, and which would have the short term, and which
would be the senior Senator, and where we were going to seat them on the floor. Mr. Johnston
devised away that | typed up little cards which they drew out of these boxes. We had alittle dot in the

boxes.

RITCHIE: They drew lots?

SCOTT: Yes, thelittle cardsthat | put in these boxes. Then we kept these boxesin aglass
case with two different shelves, one for each state. We kept them in the Secretary'sinner persona

office for along time. So that was how the new Sates camein.

RITCHIE: For one senator it meant asix year term, and for another it might have meant a

two year term.

SCOTT: Exactly, s0 it was very important for their whole careers. Since there hadn't been a
new statein along time, Mr. Johnston's job wasto get it dl ironed out.

We had alot of interesting things happen besides the work, besides the duties. That was the
time of the astronauts, and we had amoon flag. There was one presented to the House and one

presented to the Senate. The one that was presented to the Senate
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came to us, and the page boys | remember camein and they touched it. They thought it might have
garson it or something! [laughs] We had a big glass case built and placed it out there near the Senate
chamber inthe hal. It wasagresat big glass case. They had a guard there, one of the Capital Police,
aways, and then every night they would unlock it and bring the moon flag into us, and | would Soreit in
our filing cabinet. After awnhile they got kind of worried about it, whether somebody might bresk the
glass and ged it, even though the guard was supposed to be there, o it was turned over to Jm
Ketchum [the Senate Curator] and it was locked away. They decided not to keep it on display any
longer. But it shows the various offices that were under us, and the work that went through the
Secretary's office. Another part of that was the Pentagon Papers.

RITCHIE: What was your role with the Pentagon Papers?

SCOTT: That wasredly something. It's still kind of sad to think about. There were two sets
of Pentagon Papers brought to the Senate. One to Senator [John C.] Stennis as chairman of the
Armed Services Committee, and one to the Senate Secretary's office. It wasto the Senate, but when it
came to the Senate it came to us. We had such eaborate arrangements on it. We had to put it back in
our conference room in alocked filing cabinet. | had al these papers, whenever anyone would come to

seeit, even Senator [J. William] Fulbright, who was chairman of the Senate Foreign
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Reations Committee. He would haveto 9gn to seeit, and he would have to St there a the conference
table. I'll never forget it, because we had adesk lamp, and it was the kind of lamp you'd seein
televison shows or movies where there is a convict being grilled! 'Y ou know what | mean? And there
sat Senator Fulbright and the other Senators as they took turns. They'd haveto signin, they'd have to
sggn dl the different sheets that we had for them. And they sat there, and | had to St with them and
watch them. | had to have one of my messengers at the other end of the table, and | had to St there. It

was tarrible! | was so embarrassed.

RITCHIE: Wereyou there to make sure that they didn't make notes?

SCOTT: They were dlowed to make notes, but they weren't alowed to take anything. If they
would take a sheet—I mean, they couldnt, they weren't dlowed to take anything out. And outside of
our back conference room we had two guards, on twenty-four hour duty at our back door of our
conference room, because right inside we had thisfiling cabinet, where | had the whole thing. It was dll
locked. But | thought that was very embarrassing, because Senator Fulbright was there, and the other
Senators, and I'd have to Sit and watch them.

RITCHIE: Who st up the sandards? Who required you to do dl that?
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SCOTT: The Department of Defense. They werethe ones. It was very forma. And great
big signs on thefiling cabinet: "Secret.” They couldn't be taken, and you had to sign for them, two or
three papers. They had to sign for me to even open the filing cabinet. Then they had to sign for the
documents. It wasterrible, because it was kind of putting the Senators on the spot.

And then, of course, that's when we had such a crazy thing happen. There we were, right
opposite the Senate chamber with these Capitol Police outside guarding this, and al this going on, and
Senator [Mike] Grave of Alaska got up and somehow got some parts of it—I guess from over a the
Armed Services Committee—and started to read them. | can't remember if he actualy read part of
them on thefloor. | think he did. But the other part he read back in his subcommittee. He was having
the subcommittee hearings going on, and we were guarding these with our lifel And we heard about
this. It wasjust soironic. There we were doing dl this and embarrassing the Senators, and there he
was reading it out in public. It got in the press and everything ese, got alot of publicity. But these are
just afew samples of the things that came under the Secretary's office, plus the fact that when Kennedy
was e ected we had a series of luncheons that Larry O'Brien arranged. That was very smart for liaison
with the Senate. | think that things like that helped the relationship between the President and the
Senate.
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RITCHIE: | wanted to ask you about when Skeeter Johnston first became Secretary of the
Senate. 1n 1953-54 when the Republicans were in the mgority he was Secretary for the Minority, and
then in '55 Johnson was going to be Mgjority Leader and Skeeter Johnston became the Secretary.

SCOTT: Elected.

RITCHIE: Hewas dected the Secretary. Some people thought that maybe L edie Biffle

would come back again.

SCOTT: Yes, | think they did. They wondered if he would be interested. As a matter of fact,
when | was going through some of my notes, | found this clipping in which Mr. Biffle said he was not
interested in the post. He had been there along, long time, and had gone downtown. Of course, we
were very closeto him. He had a big party when he retired, that | attended. He was on some other
boards. He didn't do very much liaison work with the Senate. | mean, he was not alobbyist per se.
But he wasn't interested in coming back.

RITCHIE: Therewas some speculation at the time that Lyndon Johnson really wanted Bobby
Baker to become the new Secretary of the Mgority, and this was why he wanted Felton Johnston to
be Secretary of the Senate, rather than Biffle, so that it would open up the Mgority Secretary position.
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SCOTT: Posshbly, | don't know. Of course, Bobby had been the head of the Democratic
pages. Mr. Johnston had been the one who trained him.  And when Mr. Johnston was elected
Secretary of the Senate, and Bobby was elected Secretary of the Mgority, | remember that Senator
Johnson asked Mr. Johnston to keep his eyes on Bobby and watch him. So Mr. Johnston did, he was
S0 serious about things. He redlly was so thorough that he tried redlly hard to be sure that Bobby
would assume his new duties. So possibly, it sounds like that, but | hadn't heard that before. But
Senator Johnson and Mr. Johnston were very, very close. | have aletter when LBJ sent Mr. Johnston
atdevison s, and it tells al about his birthday. It was avery complimentary letter. They were very

close.

RITCHIE: | wondered if a this point you could tel me alittle about Bobby Baker, because
everybody knows about him after he got in trouble, but what about Bobby Baker before, when he was
ayoung guy just getting started out? What were your first impressions of him?

SCOTT: Widll, of course | knew him from the time he was a page boy, and Joe Stewart, too
[laughs]. Along that line, when Senators [Adlal] Stevenson and [Robert] Taft, Jr. camein, | had known
their fathers, Governor Stevenson and the other Senator Taft. | had aso known Senator Prescott
Bush, President George Bush'sfather! But | had known Bobby Baker when he was apage boy. He
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worked very hard, had ared Southern accent, from Pickens, South Carolina. At one time therewas a
"Bobby Baker Day" down there, like there was a " Skeeter Johnston Day" in Biloxi. | think had Bobby
not been so ambitious he could either have been Governor of South Carolinaor Secretary of the
Senate eventualy. But it was a shame that he got embroiled in al these different things. But he was
very good and he worked very closely with us when Mr. Johnston was Secretary for the Mgority.
Walker Totty was Assistant Secretary for the Mgority and he was older and dowing down a bit, |
guess, and not as "with it," and not as quick as Mr. Johnston expected everybody to be. So hewas
relying more on Bobby. So when Mr. Totty retired, then Mr. Johnston, he was the one who presented
the ideafor Bobby to be Assstant Secretary for the Mgority. He gppointed him, actudly, when he
was Secretary for the Mgority, in Mr. Totty's place. So he worked very hard for us, and thiswas the
training that he got.

RITCHIE: What sort of things would he do when he was Assistant Secretary?

SCOTT: Widll, hewould help Mr. Johnston keep rounding up the Senators to be present
when there was going to be an important vote on the floor. This was one of the main things thet the
Secretary for the Mgority and his Assistant would do, to get them to the floor and particularly to keep
them up with what was going on. We would send out the agenda, for the day's work, and they

U.S. Senate Historical Office Oral History Project
www.senate.gov/history 86



would try to get them over there on the floor. And he would make arrangements for when they were
going to speek, or in connection with the leedership getting the actua minute-by-minute operation on
the floor. He worked quite alot on the floor under Mr. Johnston. He never helped me with voting
records or anything like that. His Assstant back when he was Secretary for the Mgority was Jay
McDonndl, | think | mentioned that he did help me allittle bit when he was in that position that Bobby

had been in, as far as those voting records were concerned.

RITCHIE: What was Bobby Baker like as a person?

SCOTT: Very gregarioud [laughs] And very southern, and smart, redly smart, and very
"withit." | remember when you'd ask him if he wasn't feding well, if he was sck, hed say, "Boy, I'd
haveto fed better to die” [laughs] He was very nice to me, and very cooperative. On one of the
trips, one of the Congressiona Secretariestrips, (I went on so many of those), it was down in Puerto
Rico. That waswhen he and Dottie were married. He was kind of the master of ceremonies, because
he knew mogt of the people from the Senators offices who were on the trip. | remember he introduced
me as having one of the best jobs in Washington, of course it was very complimentary, that was the
way hedidit.

| was at his wedding when he and Dottie were married, | think it was down at St. Patrick's.

They had their wedding reception in the Senate Digtrict Committee. | remember we were alittle
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disappointed that not many Senators came, but it was Thanksgiving, and | think alot of the Senators
were home. | knew Dattie, her name was Dorothy Comstock, and she worked for the Democratic
Policy Committee, and they had five or six children. Then of course there was the Carousd, that was
another story. | mentioned the other day how Mr. Johnston refused to go. | went with Dottie
McCarty, Dottie was chief clerk under Joe Duke, the Sergeant a Arms. | remember so well Bobby's
little girl, who was then about four or five, wasthere. We had a reception there that went on all
afternoon, and then a dinner, and then he was dancing with hislittle girl, who was about this high
[gestures]—that won't get in the transcript [laughs|—but anyway | remember she was so cute. She
had little white gloves on. By theway, | heard a couple of years ago that his son was killed, his son
who was | think at that timein histeens. | felt so sorry abot it.

Of course, Bobby aong the line had his nose fixed too. | guess everybody knew that [laughs].

RITCHIE: No, | didn't know that.

SCOTT: Yes. Hehad hisnose shortened. And then people used to say, back when he was
Secretary for the Mgority, that he would kind of stand in the way that LBJ stood. He would kind of
mimic him. Oh, and there's another thing, at one time Governor John Conndly, who had worked for
LBJat one point, was there in the office and Bobby was there, LBJ, and Governor Connaly, and
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Bobby, and Mr. Johnston, and |, in my office. And Governor Conndly introduced Bobby to
somebody ese he had there, and he said, "Thisis Lyndon, J." And Senator Johnson turned around
and sad, "No, that's Lyndon the third." In other words, Mr. Johnston was "Lyndon, J." [laughs]

But Bobby did work hard for him, in connection with alot of the work of the Leader, getting
the people to the floor, and finding out about the operation of the Senate. It was kind of atightly
worked organi zation, and Bobby was very cooperative, and he was dways very niceto me. Back
when Senator Lucas was L eader, remember | told you Senator Lucas wasiill at Bethesda Naval
Hospitd with an ulcer, and Mr. Biffle was Secretary of the Senate, and he was out there with burstis,
and Mr. Johnston wasiill, so then Senator Clements was the whip and he was trying to run things, and
Bobby was Assstant Secretary for the Mgority at that point. Hewould cdl and give me these long
roll-cal votes at night. We worked very closdly in that way. Bobby was trying to keep things going on
the floor in the absence of the Leader and the Secretary for the Mgority.

As| sy, | knew Dottie, but | didn't get to know any of his children. | remember when their
firg child was born, sometimes he would bring the baby up to our office on a Saturday when hiswife
was having her hair done or something, once in awhile, but that's the only contact | had—except that
time down at the Carousd when the little girl looked so cute. Dottie wasn't there for some reason a

the Carousd. | don't know where she was.
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RITCHIE: | dsonoted inyour records alittle note about Carole Tyler, who was Bobby's
secretary, and about her death and the bizarre birthday cake that the pages prepared for her. Could
you tell that story?

SCOTT: Wasnt that terrible? | thought it was prophetic. Bobby had asked me to try to find
asecretary for him. He had Margaret Tucker firs. She was with us at the Democratic convention in
'56, which Bobby attended in place of Mr. Johnston as Secretary to the Platform Committee. Mr.
Johnston had served in '48 and '52, and then hiswife wasill with abrain tumor. He declined to go and
named Bobby, and Bobby did that job and | went dong and did the same job | had done at the other
conventions. Anyway, Margaret Tucker had been with Bobby, and she was theretoo. She served a
the convention in Chicago in '56. | don't know what the trouble was. For some reason he decided to
let Margaret go.

But he let Margaret go, and then he was asking meto try to find somebody. One of the things
that | did unofficidly wasto keep afile of people who would be interested in making a change, with
their qudifications and so on, and sometimes | was able to help some of the Senators. They'd cal upon
me to have more staff suggested when they were trying to get vacanciesfilled, and | was ableto help
people. So Bobby wanted meto try to find somebody in my file. Mr. Johnston said no, he didn't want
meto do that. He didn't want me to suggest anyone. For some reason he didn't want me to do that.

So then Bobby hired Carole.
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He called one time and said he wanted me to meet Carole, because we would be working
closdly together and he thought | could help her. That'swhat | did when he hired Margaret Tucker. |
wastdling her alot of things so that she would find it eesier, dl the different duties of the secretary to
the Secretary of the Mgority. | remember when | told Margaret she told me she went home and
recited it dl to her husband, so she fdt that she had learned everything. But anyway she was gone o
then he had me meet Carole. Carole was dways very nice, and very cooperative, she redly was, she
wasanicegirl. Then she sarted going down to the Carousd when they had that place down there. |
never heard anything to confirm it, but they were thinking there might have been a relationship between
Bobby and Carole, but | don't think so. When Bobby got into this trouble, she testified on his behalf. |
remember that wasin Life Magazine.

Then she was down there one weekend, and Joe Stewart is the one who told me about it. Joe
was down there at thetime. Joe and | were at the White House at a reception, and | remember so well
Joe was telling me how he was there and he saw the crash. Evidently, from what Joe said, afellow
who had been staying a the hoted—a bunch of them had gotten together the night before, | don't know
if Bobby was there or not, but Carole was—and this fellow wanted to give somebody aridein his
plane, and Carole said she would go. | think she was the only one who said shewould go. Thisis
what Joe told me. The next day he took her in the plane, and Joe said he watched the plane crash. He
sad the pilot Sarted
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doing dl these different stunts and tricks with the plane, and dl of a sudden it crashed.

Going back to the birthday party, | don't exactly know the time element, but | don't think it was
too long before that, and | remember hearing about that. She evidently was one of these people who
sad, "l don't want any more birthdays, I'm getting too old,” Y ou know, some girls kid about things like
that. But the page boys who worked very closely with the Secretary of the Mgority evidently decided
it would be kind of fun to get her abirthday cake. She had |eft for the day, and the story was they
caled her & home, and she had left early and | guess she felt so bad the kids had gone to dl thistrouble
that she came back to the office for the birthday celebration. It turned out to be a cake with black
icing—if you can imagine—with atombstone on it, because she said, "I don't want any more birthdays."
| wasn't there to hear it, but it must have been something dong that line for the pagesto carry it that far.
That was kind of morbid, when you think about it. She was only about twenty-Sx, or someplace ill in
her twenties. So that's the story on Carole, but as far as my relationship with her, | tried to be of help
because that's the job. And she was dways very cooperative dl during that time.

RITCHIE: | get the sense that the Senate staff was so smdll that it was dmogt like afamily.

SCOTT: Itwaslikeafamily, yes.
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RITCHIE: Baker married somebody on the staff . . .

SCOTT: Onthe Policy Committee, Dottie.

RITCHIE: And there were other instances where staff people married other staff members.
Everybody sort of knew each other personaly as wedll as professondly. 1t must have been very
difficult, then, when he got into SO much trouble, asif it happened to amember of the family.

SCOTT: That'sright, and Carole had to testify. Therewasadgirl, Trudy, | think she worked
for Smdl Business. | can't remember her name but her husband had been Bobby's law partner. The
name was something like Novack, but | don't know if that'sit. Her husband had died in their garage,
he had been asphyxiated in the garage, and al this came out about Bobby. People felt it was suicide,
and they fdlt it was possibly because of his association with Bobby, and Bobby being in thistrouble,
that he had committed suicide. | knew Trudy socidly, through Mr. Biffle and Betty Darling, and she
had to testify about it. She said that it was just an accident. But | don't know, people felt that her
husband, being his partner, had some of the investments; and they tried to tie it together. 1t was al very

grange, dl a the sametime.

RITCHIE: It got to the stage where dmaost anybody who had anything to do with him was
suspect.
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SCOTT: That'sright, exactly. That's absolutely right—so much so that when he l€ft, Joe
Stewart was in the cloakroom, and Senator Mansfield put an order out—he was Mgjority Leader
then—that nobody could talk even to any of the pages, or to the Secretary of the Mgority, or thetop
person, until they would identify themssalves. Senator Mansfield was trying to cut any contact, and
some of the pages were fired, some of the pages who worked with Bobby. | don't remember any of
the names or details. Joe Stewart was the only one who was kept on. | think Joe then went over to the
Appropriations Committee after that. But Senator Mansfield was trying to be sure not to have anything
at al about that.

RITCHIE: What wasthe story you said about Baker's leaving?

SCOTT: Hewas supposed to appear before the Democratic Conference, and | think he
didn't. He resgned instead because he knew they were going to be cdling for hisresignation. It was
an awfully sad time, because | had known him from the time he was a page, and alot of his good
friends, and we had been on trips together, and we al felt very bad. There was afdllow named Wayne
Bromley, who was a good friend of Bobby's, and he turned around and testified againgt him. We, of
course, had known Wayne Bromley dightly. | think alot of Bobby's friends just felt so bad. We didn't
know the ins and outs of it, but possibly that he was—not exactly covering for anybody € se—but he

was the one who was
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taking dl the blame, and the fact that WWayne Bromley turned around and testified againgt him.

When this happened, Bobby left and Frank was appointed. He was not eected at first. Frank
was not elected when Bobby Ieft. | was down at my cottage down at the Bay, and | remember |
disconnected the phone down there because it was supposed to be a weekend place, and no phone
cdls. My Dad and | would go down there; and we used to have friends down, just to be avay from
things. Anyway, | heard this on the radio or televison or something when | was down there and | just

couldn't bdieveit.

RITCHIE: That Bobby Baker had resigned?

SCOTT: That Bobby had gone and that Frank had been appointed. | went to the hotel,
because | had cut my telephone off, and called Mr. Johnston. Poor Mr. Johnston was just nearly sick,
because Bobby had been his protege, just kind of like ason. Hetold me, "Wdll, Miss Scott," (he and
Mrs. Johnston used to have tickets for the shows at the Kennedy Center) he said, "l just got sick. | just
literdly got Sck to my stomach when | heard the news” Hesaid, "I got Wanda (his wife) to cal
Chrigine" She was one of my assgtants, and they went to the show that night because he couldn't
even dand to go. Hewas just sick about the wholething. Then | said to him, "Wdll, Mr. Johnston,
Frank has not been elected. He was gppointed.” Thiswent on, | don't remember exactly, for about a
month before Frank was actualy
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elected. But he was appointed red quickly by Senator Mansfield to have the work go on until he was
elected by the Democratic Conference. But this was a sad time, because Bobby had worked so hard.

Sam Shaffer, who was head of the Washington bureau of Newsweek magazine told me he was
directed to write an article about Bobby, and he refused because he thought so much of him.

Then there was another little thing after that—as long as we're on Bobby—that was told to me,
| was not there, it was just told to me, it was a Duke Zeibert's. This was after Bobby got out of jail.
And by the way, last summer when | was here, | went over to see Joe Stewart, and Joe told me that he
had just gotten a cdl that Bobby and Dottie are back again. Isn't that interesting? | thought that was
interesting, because they had been separated and she had been out in Cdifornia. When he wrote that
book | think there was somebody € se that he was going with. | was red surprised last summer when
Joe said that Bobby called and invited him out to dinner, and he and Dottie are back again; and they
have a house here in Northwest Washington, and they also have aplace in Horida. I'm glad that's the
end of that story!

RITCHIE: You mentioned at one point that Baker used to mimic Johnson.

SCOTT: Hedid.
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RITCHIE: Didyou ever see him do that?

SCOTT: I'mtrying to remember if | actudly saw it. | guess| did, because hed stand up
there, on the floor of the Senate, kind of like LBJ. | was just trying to remember if there was something

dse

RITCHIE: Youmentioned in your notes that when Baker was leaving, Lyndon Johnson came
in and spent two hours with Felton Johnston.

SCOTT: Oh, yes. Thiswas about three days before the nation, and LBJwas Vice
President. He came to see Mr. Johnston. I'll never forget, because we all felt so bad about Bobby.
Hewas in there for a couple of hours talking to Mr. Johnston, and when he left Mr. Johnston called me,
because he used to confide in me alot of different things. He said, ""Oh, Miss Scott, I'm so sorry for the
Vice President.” He said that he had been ordered by Abe Fortas, who was Bobby's lavyer—you
remember former Justice Fortas of the Supreme Court—he had been ordered not to contact Bobby in
any way, not to have anything to do with him at dl. | think that LBJ felt bad that he wasn't even able to
a leadt tell him that he was thinking of him or something. This must have been kind of asad
conversation, because he said that he felt bad that he couldn't do athing to help him, and there he was
Vice Presdent. And | think it was within three days, there he was
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Presdent. LBJwas s0 sentimenta and appreciative of everything, and of people whom he would work
with.

LBJwould go from one thing to the other, in connection with hisemotions. One time he got
mad at Bobby and he said that he was going to fire him and send him over to the House sde. [laughs]
And, of course, after that they were dl made up. But LBJwas very warm likethat. But | remember
that discussion, and Mr. Johnston felt bad about it. We dl did, we dl felt bad, but we had no
understanding, we didn't know about al the different things. There was something about some kind of
cigarette company, they had machines or something.

RITCHIE: Vending machines.
SCOTT: Vending machines, that's the word. He had been in that rather heavily financidly, |
guess. Then of course | did know about the Carousdl, because | was there for the opening, and LBJ

and Lady Bird were there.

RITCHIE: Did it seem unusud to the gaff that here was a staff member who was engaging in
al these outsde business activities?

SCOTT: Yes Andasl sad, Wayne Bromley | guess knew so much more about it than any
of us, and | guessthat he fdt that his conscience made him testify.
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Oh, I know what it was that | wanted to mention to you. Frank had agood friend of hiswho
worked with the paraplegics to help them, Jack Guy; and Frank got interested in that program. Jack
and Frank, and Jamie, Frank's son, were at Duke Zeibert's. Jack told me about this. He said that this
was right after Bobby was released from jail, and Bobby came over to Frank—they were Sitting at
another table—and he came over to ther table, or their booth, whatever it was, and he said in avery
loud voice, "Theres Frank Vaeo, hetook my job." Jamie got dl incensed, and Frank very wisdy kept
hiscoal. Jack said that Frank's face got al white, and he was wondering if he was going to say
something. He said evidently—and of course this figures—evidently Bobby wanted to have people at
Duke Zeibert's, who are usudly pretty well-known people, hear this, because it might help the sde of
the book he had written. At least thisiswhat Jack said. And Frank never said aword, he never
answered him, he never acknowledged it. But thisiswhat happened afterwards.

Of course, remember in the book he said they were going to be out to get him, and that one of
[Jdmmy] Hoffas men protected him from being killed in jail. But it was kind of a sad story about
Bobby.

RITCHIE: I'veheard that after Johnson became Vice Presdent, and wasan't around al the

time for Baker, that Robert Kerr was sort of Baker's mentor.
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SCOTT: W, | heard one time that there had been some new evidence established, and that
they might go ahead and try to retry Bobby and have him forgiven. Thiswas based on the fact that he
had said that Senator Kerr had given him alot of this money that evidently wasin question. Of course,
Senator Kerr had died. | don't know how far they went with what they called the new evidence, to see
if they could have another trid, and have the whole thing reversed. Thiswaswhat | heard about
Senator Kerr. Hewas agreat person, by the way, | thought. [laughs]

RITCHIE: | wanted to know your impression of Senator Kerr.

SCOTT: Oh, I thought hewasadoll! [laughs] He was great, yesindeed. One of the things
about him I'll never forget. Yearslater | had gone to the Kentucky Derby with Betty Kraus, but one
time Chrigtine was going to the Kentucky Derby—she was one of my assstants— and alot of the
Senators were coming into Chritine, because they couldn't go to the Derby, and they were saying:
"Will you make these bets?' Poor Chrigtine, al these bets to make for dl the Senatorsl And Senator
Ker'shorse wasin the race, so alot of them were betting on Senator Kerr's horse, including me. This
was along time ago. There was ajockey named Hardtack. He was ajockey who was very popular.
| remember | looked at the whole line up and | wanted to send my bet, too, with Christing; and | saw
the name "Hardtack" and dl of a sudden dl these lights came on. | should have bet on that one!l And |
didnt, I thought, "No,
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I'll bet on Senator Kerr'shorse.” Wl the end result was Senator Kerr's horse lost and Hardtack, the
jockey—nhis horse won! [laughs] Isn't that funny? But Chrigtine took al those bets, and alot of them
were on Senator Kerr's horse.

One of the things | didn't mention yesterday was that, when Senator Mandfidd camein as
Mg ority Leader, heinssted, and he told Mr. Johnston this, he inssted that Bobby till keep that
job—this was before the trouble happened—he indgsted that Bobby would stay as Secretary of the
Mgority. Somewhere in my notes | have a statement by Senator Mansfield announcing that Bobby
had resgned and praising his work, which goes dong with what he said to Mr. Johnston.

RITCHIE: When you say that he inssted that Baker stay, were there some people who
thought that Baker would leave at that stage, when Johnson became Vice President?

SCOTT: | imagine. And Senator Mandfidd felt so strongly about it. | know thisistrue
because Mr. Johnston wouldn't make up anything, particularly to me, because it was confidentid. He
sad that Senator Mandfield said that unless Bobby stayed he wouldn't be interested in the leadership.
He wanted to be sure and keep Bobby. | thought that was quite a tribute to Bobby.

U.S. Senate Historical Office Oral History Project
www.senate.gov/history 101



RITCHIE: That'sinteresting. Do you think that was because Baker was doing so much that
Senator Mandfidd didn't want to have to do dl that himself?

SCOTT: | don't know.

RITCHIE: Or that hewasjust so good at hisjob.

SCOTT: Maybethat wasit. But | know at that time Mr. Johnston was kind of impressed
with that. | think Senator Manfield was fdlt to be alittle on the cold Sde. | remember onetime, Mr.
Johngton went to Senator Mansfield when he was Leader and he asked him to try to get some more
room for the Disbursing Office. We had aterrible bind there in the Disbursing Office room. He talked
to him about it. Of course, it would have been under the Rules Committee, but the Mg ority Leader
would be able to request it. He came back to me and he said that he had said to Senator Mansfield, "I
want to ask you about trying to get more room for the Senate Disbursing Office” So Mandfidd was
quiet for aminute and he turned around and he said, "Y ou asked me." And that wasiit! [laughs] So
Mansfield was kind of cold.

RITCHIE: Couldyou tak alittle about Mike Mandfidld and compare him maybe alittle to
Lyndon Johnson?
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SCOTT: Oh, yes Frank and | used to have conversations and conversations. Hewasa
Mangfiedd man and | wasan LBJ girl! [laughs] But Frank used to come down to the cottage, and there
were alot of socid things that we did, and we had a continuing conversation—he could tell you this
too—about the difference between Senator Mansfield and LBJ in the way that they were Leaders. Of
course, | had seen LBJ just about every day. | mean, aday that he wasn't in our office was adull day,
like today with the rain. But we worked very, very closdy with him. Y ou could see the way he did
things, and you could kind of help him do them. | mean, you just got inside his fedings, because we
worked so closdly. So Frank and | would have these great big discussions about the difference. He
liked Senator Mandfidld's way of being a Leader and not trying to get the Senators so coerced and talk
them into things, and let them go their own way. He wanted them to be more independent, (that's the
Democratic Senators), in their voting and everything else. He wanted them to be more independent
and make up their own minds, whereas LBJ was aways counting who was going to vote. That's one of
the things that Bobby did alot for him, too. He would be counting which Senators he could rely on for
votes, and thiswas part of getting the legidation through, like LBJ did. He passed the firgt civil rights
bill in sixty years. Sothisis part of the difference.

By theway, can | put in there—this is something entirdy different—about the civil rights bill.
We used to get, | guess the Secretary of the Senate's office till does, dl the mail that
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would just come to the Senate, not to a particular senator but to the Senate. And right after the civil
rights bill was passed, | received aletter that came addressed just to the Senate, and it had arock in it.
Somebody was throwing arock a the Senate because of the civil rightsbill. Isn't that something?

There was another thing about the mail, this was about Ted Kennedy and Mary Jo Kopechni.
After shewaskilled, after dl that came about, in the Secretary's office about once a month, or once
every six weeks, | would get acard. 1t would not be addressed to Senator Kennedy, it would be
addressed to the United States Senate, that'swhy it cameto me. It wasadwaysin green ink, and it was
from the little town where Mary Jo was buried, and it would say: "Impeach Ted Kennedy," sgned
"Mary Jo." Isn't that spooky? Somebody sent that to the Senate and | would get it al the time, over
and over and over again.

But to get back to Senator Mandfield and Senator Johnson, their ways of doing things were so
entirely different. 'Y ou remember LBJ used to press the flesh [laughs], and was so persuasve. And
Senator Mandfidld, as | say, the answer he gave Mr. Johnston showed how cold he could be. Frank at
onetime said he was going to write his memoirs and he was going to cdl it "Let One Hundred Flowers
Bloom." The hundred flowers were the Senators, and this was Senator Mandfidd's idea of |etting them
do their own individud thing, let one hundred flowers bloom. | don't know if thet's going to be theftitle
of hisbook or not. | tried to tell Frank that | thought rather than his writing a book from Senator
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Mandfidd's point of view, he ought to write it from hisown. | sad, "Don't writeit like it would be all
from him, give your impressions of what you have done." | know he was working on his book the year
before last when | saw him. | had alittle luncheon and Beth and he were there. We were having
dessart and he was saying that he was working on his book then. But | wastrying to get him to do it
from his point of view, rather than being just aman from Senator Mandfield.

Of course, I'm sure everybody knows he wrote al those speeches for Senator Mansfield. That
was something they tried to keep secret, but | remember how Senator [Claiborne] Pell came flying in
the office one time after Senator Mandfidld just made this very important speech, and he camein to
congratulate Frank for writing the speech. [laughs] So | guess they knew about it. Senator Mandsfield
had Frank do alot of hiswriting. And then | did sometoo. Thisiskind of off the subject, but | did a
gpeech for Mrs. Mandfield. There was a Foreign Service wives course being given at the State
Department for Foreign Service wives. It had alot to do with our image abroad. Mrs. Mandfield was
requested to address the Foreign Service wives, and Frank had me write the speech, because it would
be from awoman's point of view. Then | did some other work likethat. Frank was very crestive, and

he used to say that he brought that out in me, because | did alot of that, too.
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RITCHIE: Did Mansfidd come to the office as often as Johnson had before?

SCOTT: Oh, no, not at all.

RITCHIE: Soyou didn't see as much of him.

SCOTT: No, | knew hisgtaff. When | first met Senator Mandfield, gee that goes back along
time, back when Mr. Johnston was Secretary for the Mgority and [Dwight] Eisenhower was returning
from atrip and for some reason they wanted a group to go out there and meet his plane. | think it was
on a Saturday, and Mr. Johnston wanted me to attend in his place. 1t was Senator Mansfield, and
Senator [Joseph] O'Mahoney, | think he was from Wyoming. It was the three of us, and that's the first
time | redly got to meet Senator Mangfield personally, when we went out to welcome Eisenhower. |
have pictures that Senator Mansfield autographed for me. | mean, he was very nice to me and very
appreciaive.

RITCHIE: What washelikeinasmal group likethat? | think of him as such ataciturn man.
Did he ever break down and chat with people?

SCOTT: Yes hedid. Hewasmorefriendly. He aways reminded me of afunera director

whenever he made speeches—either
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that or alecturer, or aschool teacher—Ilike "you do this and this and thisand this" 'Y ou know whét |
mean? It was the way that he would give his speeches, like he was teaching you something and you'd
better ligen. But he was friendly, yes.

Thefirg trip that he made to China, after Nixon opened China, Frank went with him. Sapie,
his adminigrative assstant in his Leader's office, the Senate physician, and Senator [Hugh] Scott of
Pennsylvania, the Minority Leader—they had a group of about seven people, and they al went to
China. By theway, Frank got very ill while they were in China, and some of the others had to go on
from there and he had to stay back. He said it was awful, the hotel was cold and there was a light bulb
hanging down. He said he thought he was going to die in this cold hotd room in China

But getting back to Senator Mandfied, when he came back from that trip, Salpie, his
adminigrative assstant in the Leader's office, had alittle presentation of pictures that they had taken on
thetrip. They had Senator Scott and hiswife, and Frank, and some of the others, and | was included.
She had lined up segtsin the Leader's office, and she had alot of different things like Cokes and
everything, and had them labeled as Chinese drinks. She showed dides, which | thought were very
interesting. It was nice of Senator Mandfield to do it. They had dides of acupuncture, which was new
at that time, and the Senate physician had been making alittle study of thet, before it cameto this

country.
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Senator Mandfield was very friendly in that way, when we went around to that. He was dways very
friendly to me.

Sincel retired, | had afriend out in PAm Springs whose daughter was graduating from college
and she was going to Japan. This was when he was ambassador to Japan. Thisisalittle bit off the
subject, but she was going to Japan with a group from her college who were doing athesis on the
Japanese economy. Shetold me about that, and | said, "Well, would you like to go to the
ambassador's office, and maybe meet him and he could be of help." Of course, she got dl excited. |
gave her aletter, and she went to the embassy. | had been there sx months before on atrip. It turned
out of dl things the day that she went to the embassy, former Presdent [Jmmy] Carter arrived in
Tokyo. So of course Mandfidd wastied up with him. So she waan't able to meet him, but his
secretary helped her with alot of research in connection with her thesis. Then to my surprise | received
alovely letter from Senator Mangfidd saying that he was so sorry that he couldn't meet my friend, and
that he did have his secretary help her with her thess. | had said in the letter that she was supposed to
present to him that | had been in Tokyo not long before that, and | had called because | wanted to go
over and see him, and he had been out in the country. He had been traveling the whole week that |
wasin Tokyo. Soin hisletter he said that he was sorry he had missed me and he said that "Any other
time you come be sure and cal." So he was very friendly in that way.
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| think one time when he was there that Frank and Jamie had lunch with him in Tokyo, and he
was il very friendly. Although back when Frank was defeated—I'll never forget this, thiswasa
sentimental thing—Senator Mansfield was down in Horida. Of course, he had |eft the Senate. And he
never caled, and he never wrote. Every day that went by | just couldn't believe that it would go by
without hearing from him, of al people, because Frank had been like agood right arm to him dl those
years. He had worked very hard, and had been on three trips to Chinawith him. On the firdt trip
Frank had talked alittle in Chinese, and then on the second trip Frank made two speechesin Chinese
during Senator Mangfidd's vist there. He had studied Mandarin Chinese &t the State
Department—hed go there before held come to the office—and he was very studious abot it, al this
to help Senator Mansfield on histrips as Mgority Leader. Anyway, every day that went by | couldn't
believeit. | kept saying to Frank, "I just can't believe that Senator Mangfield wouldn't call and say he
was sorry to hear it And I'm sure he heard it right away.

Then | kind of wondered if Frank might want to go into the embassy as First Secretary. |
thought, and | think he did too, that Senator Mansfield might gppoint him as First Secretary, or request
an ambassadorship, because Frank had had al this experience with him, spoke five languages, and had
many embassy contacts. He used to take me sometimes to some of the embassy receptions. | think he
was disappointed that Ambassador Mangfied didn't have him dong as First Secretary.
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RITCHIE: Do you think Mansfield didn't call because he was embarrassed about what
happened?

SCOTT: | don't know why. I just can't imagine why. | mean, if anybody who worked for
you dl that time, when you'd hear that he had been fired—I just couldn't believeit. | remember every
day I'd go into Frank. "Another day and he hasn't called!” | was so mad. [laughs] | was probably
madder than he was. And then | heard from Ed Cooper, Vice President of the Motion Picture
Association when Jack Vdenti was President. Ed Cooper used to have different openings of the
movies down there a the Motion Picture Association. | used to go to some of those. Ed had been
back with the Democratic Policy Committee, and | had known him from the time | worked for Mr.
Johngton as Secretary for the Mgority, dl those years. Sometimes he would want to invite some of the
Senators to the openings of these movies. I'd get the information, | would deliver the invitations and so
on. Anyway | went to severd of them. One of them | went to right after dl this happened, and Ed told
me—I think | had lunch with him the next day—and he said there had been a reception that he had had
when Senator Mandfield |eft, to kind of wish him well on his way—he had him as guest of honor. They
have a very daborate buffet down at the Motion Picture Association, then they had a private little
thester there, and they used to show different movies. Ed | guess knew Frank dightly, | don't know if
they knew each other very well, but he said to Senator Mandfield, " Senator, are you going to
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take Mr. Vaeo dong as First Secretary or anything at the embassy?' And he said Senator Mansfield
shrugged his shoulders, and that wasit. | wouldn't want to hurt Frank's fedings, but this shows that
Senator Mandfidld didn't do anything about helping Frank, even though he was going to be the
ambassador and he could have had him aong, or could have suggested an ambassadorship to
somewhere dse. | think that Frank was hurt. That'sakind of a sad commentary. I'll never forget that
set of circumstances and the fact that every day would go by without him caling. | just couldn't believe
it. And yet hewas cordid to him afterwards, when he visited him in Japan.

RITCHIE: | was curious, when you said that you and Frank used to debate over the merits of
the two Leaders.

SCOTT: Yes, that wasjust persond. [laughs|

RITCHIE: Didyou ever hear, or get the sense that the other Democratic Senators missed
Johnson as Mgority Leader, and wished that Mansfield was more like him?

SCOTT: | wouldthink so. | never heard them say that. Onething thet's alittle bit different
about LBJ, which was something that he did wrong, which | guess the Democratic Senators might have
resented—after he was elected Vice President he attended the first Democratic Conference, which had
never been done by aVice
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President before. He cameto that, and | think that the Senators didn't like that, because after dl he
was the Vice Presdent—he was in the executive branch then, and he shouldn't have come to the
Democratic Conference. | think he redized that. And Mr. Johnston at the time was telling me abot it,
and he said that was a mistake, he shouldn't have done that. That's the only thing | would know about
the reaction of the Democratic Senators after LBJwas Vice President and no longer Leader.

RITCHIE: How would you say the relationship was between Felton Johnston and Mike
Mandfidd? Wasit as close as the rdationship with Lyndon Johnson?

SCOTT: No. I think that it was shown by his reaction when Mr. Johnston tried to get more
gpace for the Disbursing Office. | mean, that was about the coldest answer you could think of: ™Y ou
asked me" Mr. Johnston never said anything about them not getting aong, but | thought that was
indicative. | guessthat's one of the reasons why he felt maybe he should retire. He decided to retire,
he had had al those years, and he had this big party that | told you about. 1 think at that party it was
sad he had been there thirty-five years. He had dso had war service after he was Congressiona
liaison from the State Department. | think that's in that speech that Senator [Stephen] Y oung of Ohio
gave about him. But | fed that's one of the reasons why he decided to retire.
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Mr. Frazier then was going to be elected to succeed him for nine months. When Mr. Frazier
was Secretary of the Senate, some of the Senators wanted him to stay—before the actua time, before
he was only put in for the nine months. They wanted him to redly run, because it was an dection,
rather than haveit go to Frank. | had known him for so many years, and | said, "If you want meto I'll
be glad on my own timeto type alot of lettersfor you." That'sthe way to campaign! [laughs] You
have to write |etters to Senators to ask for their vote. Hesaid, "No, no. | think I'll just doit." Although
he didnt mention it, | think he felt he would be a bridge between Mr. Johnston and Frank, that he
would be the person in between, and just a holding operation. Although when he got into some of the
things he started getting interested, when he got into some of the phases of the work. Maybe hefelt he
should have tried to run, but he didnt.

RITCHIE: When Emery Frazier was till Secretary he brought Darrel St. Clairein to take his
old posgition as Chief Clerk, and then Frank made him the Assistant Secretary.

SCOTT: Frank changed histitle.

RITCHIE: Thetitle, but it was Frazier who actualy appointed him to that pogition. And then

he moved into the office. | remember when | first came to work for the Senate, when you walked into

the Secretary's office, Darrdll was. . .
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SCOTT: Right there in the same location Emery had been in for thirty-9x years

RITCHIE: Right sraight in the middle down there. How did it change the Secretary's office
when the Chief Clerk moved inside and became the Assstant Secretary?

SCOTT: Hedidnt physicadly move"insgde" Heworked a Emery'sdesk. | dont think it
changed anything, except it just gave Darrdl alittle bit more prestige. He did exactly the same work.
The Chief Clerk's job remained about the same. The desk was in the same place. He was kind of like
the adminigtrative head of the different fdlows, the Enrolling Clerk, and the Printing Clerk, and dl that in
the outer office. They made whatever they wanted to make of it. For instance, when Mr. Johnston
became Secretary of the Senate, Emery Frazier had been Chief Clerk, and Emery told me that under
Mark Trice, when he was Secretary of the Senate, Dorothy Burnswas in my job. She had been there
| don't know how many years, but Emery told me that she didn't fed that she knew enough to be able
to make decisions and do things, and she asked his help. So he said that Dorothy Burns had asked him
to please take note of different things, and bear alot of the policy decisonsin the running of our other
offices. So| think when Emery was Chief Clerk under Mr. Trice, when he was Secretary of the
Senate, he did alot more than when Mr. Johnston came in. That sounds like I'm trying to talk about
myself, but when Mr. Johnston came in, somehow
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Mr. Johnston took back alot of the work. | don't know what Mr. Trice did, but Mr. Johnston made all
policy decisons. | had had ten years under him, and he gave me authority over the messengers, and
authority to oversee some of theimmediate operations. | did some of the things which Mr. Frazier had
done when Dorothy Burnswas there. So that's the difference about the Chief Clerk.

RITCHIE: Sowho was the Secretary aso defined what the job of the Chief Clerk was?

SCOTT: | think so.

RITCHIE: | think of Emery Frazier as someone who stood up in the chamber and read the
roll cdls.

SCOTT: That'sright.

RITCHIE: He had the voicefor it, and he liked to do that sort of thing.

SCOTT: Hedid that for Democratic conventions for years, and | was with him. We used to
have dinner at two o'clock in the morning after the convention sessonsin Philadephia. He would read

the states for the roll-cal votes. And when he retired, he had aluncheon given for him that we
attended, and for some reason he had a very close affinity with the Coast Guard. | don't know
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the detalls, but a the luncheon the Coast Guard presented him with asword, and thiswas on his
retirement from the Senate. Oh, he put great Soreinthat. He was redly thrilled about that. Of course,
| knew him so well when hiswife passed on. She had been up in New Y ork and he got the news. Bob
Brenkworth and Dottie McCarty and | went out to his house to sympathize. He got dl these lovely
letters, and then Rose Ann, who was my second girl (I had Chrigtine and Rose Ann as my assistants
then)—Rose Ann was asked by him, and Mr. Johnston alowed it, to go out to his house and answer
some of these |etters when hiswife died. He was very sentimental. Then when he became Secretary of
the Senate, and | had cdled him "Emery” dl these years, dl of a sudden he was my boss. | couldn't call
him"Mr. Frazier," 0 | used to write him notes. "Mr. Secretary.” [laughs] And | did that later on with
Frank too. | dill refer to Mr. Johngton as "Mr. Johnston,” but somehow "Emery” was "Emery." Likel
was Scottie. Mr. Johnston dways called me "Miss Scott” dl the years | worked for him. He called my
friends by their first names but not me. One time he told someone to "call Scottie,” and | couldn't
believeit.

One time when Mr. Johnston was resting in the back room, LBJ was standing there by our
fireplace. We had the beautiful mirror with the gold and everything over thefireplace. And Emery was
in there working with Rose Ann who was my number three girl. And he turned around, and he said to
Senator Johnson, " Senator, I'm aways here in case you want anything.” | thought it was rather pointed.

And LBJturned around to me and gave me a grest, big wink! |
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thought that was s0 nice because it seemed like Emery was trying to butter him up alittle bit, which was
unsolicited. And LBJmust have seen that | looked surprised. | was there at my desk facing him, and
he turned around and winked at me. [laughs] Without any words.

RITCHIE: Frazier had dmos atheatricd voice, and Darrdl S. Claire was amumbler.

SCOTT: Yes, hewas, very much so.

RITCHIE: | cantimagine him standing up reading theroll. That wasnt redly his strength.

SCOTT: Yes Weéll, when hewas Chief Clerk, he did everything that he wastold. | dont
know what other phases of the work that he got into. He and Frank had a gresat rapport, too. We
used to go for Secretaries Day, sometimes Frank would take Flosse—she took Christine's place when
Chrigtine died—and Frank and Darrell and Flosse and | would go to lunch for Secretaries Day and
thingslike that. Then Frank | think felt that Darrell would like to be Assstant Secretary of the Senate,
and he had the Senate pass aresolution. Frank used to have alot of dinner parties, and he had a party
to honor Darrell, I've got pictures of him presenting Darrell with aframed resolution. Then one time for
his birthday, Darrell wrote this big long greeting—he was aclever
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writer. We had ared good rdationship, dl of us. Darrell was the one who first showed me how to get
on the subway, after | retired. He used to have Frank and me to lunch downtown when | came back

from Pam Springs, and he showed me how to use the subway. Darrdll and his wife were good friends.

Back when the Magna Carta came, which is another thing | want to get into sometime, | was
invited to the main function that they had, the formd dinner, and then Darrdll and hiswife and Hosse
and |, the four of us went together. So Darrell and his wife were good friends.

| remember one time when Frank was in China with Senator Mansfield, and Darrell worked on
the |PU—Inter-Parliamentary Union—and Bill Ridgely did this, too. Onetime | wasin Paris, Betty
Krausand |, and Frank was there, and he took me to lunch. He wanted to have dinner, we were
talking about it with IJm Cdlaway, from the State Department, but Senator Mangfield got him tied up,
but Darrell wastherethen. I'm just trying to think about the different contacts | had with Darrell. The
I nter-Parliamentary Union was another phase of hiswork, and | think that was something that he did
which Emery never did. | don't ever recadl Emery as Chief Clerk doing anything on the Inter-
Parliamentary Union. | know that Darrdll did.

RITCHIE: | think that Darrell brought that with him from the Foreign Relations Committee.
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SCOTT: Heprobably did, yes. Asl say, this one time Frank wasin China, and Darrdll was
on an Inter-Parliamentary Union trip, so amessenger from the White House on one New Year's
Eve—it was something about the end of the year that the White House had to get a message back to
the Senate—and the messenger called me at the office and asked me if | would be home. It wouldn't
be ready until that night, so | had to wait on New Y ear's Eve for a White House messenger! He came
out to my condo in Silver Spring, and he gave me the message from the White House, because Frank
wasn't there and Darrell wasn't there. So | received it. And | remember Darrdll's wife had said
something about it, too. | guessthey had tried to get ahold of him. But | wasglad | wasthereto
officdly recaveit.

Along that line, when Frank was away he couldn't Sgn anything, and then when Darrell was
away it was kind of bad in connection with sgning bills and getting them to the White House. It wasa
hold up. And | remember at one point Frank wanted to have Bob Brenkworth [the Financia Clerk]
empowered to do this, if they both had to be away—and Bob refused. He said he knew nothing about
legidation, he knew about finances. He would not do anything about that. Then he wanted to have me.
| can't remember the detalls, but findly he had [Harold] Bud A4, the Senate Enrolling Clerk, to check
everything. Bud wouldn't do anything abouit it done, so the two of us would read everything; because it
was important, if something was put in, acomma or something different, or the decimd point in the

wrong place on an
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gopropriation hill, or something likethat. So Bud Ast and | used to check everything out when they

were away, if Frank and Darrell were both away.

RITCHIE: Tha wasabig responshility.

SCOTT: Wél, itwas. I'm trying to remember the details—all | remember iswhen Bob said
absolutely "No." Bob was cut and dry, you know. [laughs] He was sort of like Senator Mansfield or
Mr. Johngton. But | don't blame him, because he didn't get into legidation at dl. | went with Frank and
Bill Ridgely to one of the appropriations subcommittee hearings, and | knew alittle bit about that part,
in addition to the work under Mr. Johnston when he was Secretary of the Mgority. When legidation
was introduced, of course, we followed up dl the time.

End of Interview #2
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THE DEMOCRATIC CONVENTIONS
Interview #3
Wednesday, June 10, 1992

RITCHIE: Weve been taking about the 1940s and '50s, but before we move too far into the
'60s | wanted to go back and talk about some of those political conventions you went to. 'Y ou went to
the Democratic conventions in 1948, 1952, and 1956.

SCOTT: Yes.

RITCHIE: Couldyou start with the 1948 Democratic convention in 1948? It was avery
dramatic one, and it was your first one. How wasit that you went to the convention, and what were

your respongbilities?

SCOTT: Mr. Johnston was gppointed Secretary of the Platform Committee of the Democratic
Nationa Convention, and it was an gppointment by the Democratic National Committee. He said he
wanted me to come up maybe a couple of days after he got there. So he went up and the very night he
got there he caled up and said: "Help! [laughs] Come quickly, right away.” He said it was a madhouse.
"You haveto hurry up and come." So | had to go severd days before | expected to. I'll never forget,
it was redly something, they had a committee to assgn rooms, and Mr. Biffle a
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that time was sergeant a arms of the Democratic National Convention, aso an gppointment by the
Nationd Committee. They had dlotted some of the rooms, and of course | arrived sooner than they
expected me to, because Mr. Johnston had called up with the SOS. So they put mein atiny, tiny little
room, that was haf asbig asthis. It was more like a closet, without a telephone, it was just horrible for
onenight. When | arrived | went to Mr. Biffle's office, the sergeant a arms office a the Belvue-
Stratford and everybody was out to lunch, nobody wasthere. | remember Henry Griffith, | think he
was an AP reporter at that time, ran into me, and of course | had known alot of the other newspaper
men, and | didn't know what to do as far as checking in with anybody, because | didn't have aroom
yet, | didn't know just where to put my bags. So he took me to lunch, and that was my introduction to
thefirst day. The next day | got a better room.

It was redlly, truly amadhouse. | wrote up—not as a member of the staff—when | went down
to Miami in"72. Inthat article | compared alot of the sights and sounds and fedlings of the Democratic
National Convention in '48, '52, and '56 with the onein 72 down in Miami Beach, because it was S0
different. | had alot of descriptive materid in the article. | wastrying in that article—I'm skipping
ahead alittle—to contrast the one in Chicago in '68, where it was so awful and everybody was locked
out and everything, but there is some descriptive materid in that article, if you want to use that.

But we worked very, very hard. What we would do is have

U.S. Senate Historical Office Oral History Project
www.senate.gov/history 122



national committee men and women on a platform drafting subcommittee. These were about fourteen
people, and they were the ones who would interview al these different people from different
organizations, witnesses that we scheduled, and get their ideas and suggestions for the platform. We
would have two or three sessonsaday. In Chicago, | remember we had three different sessons.
morning, early afternoon, and into the evening. One time we had Eleanor Roosevelt testify. But after
the drafting subcommittee would work up the wording of the actud platform that was going to be used
and had to be adopted by the convention at the convention hal, we had to have a meeting of al the
different committee men and women from each state to okay every word of it, before it was presented
to the convention.

At that time we were meeting at another hotdl and the press was very much on our trail trying to
find us and find out what was going on. I'll never forget, it was Mr. Johnston, Secretary of the Platform
Vommittee, W. H. McMains was assisting him, and we were working out of another hotel, and one
time one of the newspapermen tried to follow them to find out which other hotd they were working at.
So they went out one door and turned around and went around the block and came back in again.

And there were articles in the Philade phia paper saying that they didn't know where the drafting
subcommittee was working.

We worked al hours, and then finaly we had to get it dl ready, because thiswas like a week
before the convention and | think it was the third night of the convention that we had to get
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everything ready and adopted and copies mimeographed and everything to go out to convention hal to
present it. | remember that night Mr. and Mrs. Johnston were there, and we even got Mrs. Johnston to
help put dl the pages together [laughs], and ancther girl that | had was helping. 1t was redly arush.
And | remember so well, | went back to my room to change, and | think | had something to est in
twenty minutes, and got out there and then we had sirens and a police escort to get us out to the
convention hdl intime. That was very exciting.

When we got out there, Senator Barkley was sill speaking, so we got there in time to present
the platform. Then when the platform was presented, it was so hat, it was terribly, terribly hot, and |
remember Mr. Biffle, the sergeant at arms, had his office right there over the front of the rostrum. | was
there for awhile, and then Senator [Olin] Johnston of South Carolinaasked meif I'd like to go out and
take aride because it was 0 hot in the hall. 1 went out and we took a ride, and we got back in time for
the actua presentation of the platform, and then of course, Senator [Hubert] Humphrey, who was on
our drafting subcommittee led the wakout of the Missssippi delegation because of the civil rights plank.

RITCHIE: Humphrey wasin favor of the civil rights plank.

SCOTT: Yes.
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RITCHIE: So he caused the wak-out.

SCOTT: Hecausedit, yes. Hewas on our drafting subcommittee, he was a member, and he
was the one who caused the walk-out of the Mississppi delegation. It wasal very dramétic. | guessit
was the next night, when Truman came to accept the nomination, | remember they had alot of white
doves, and they let them free and they flew up to the rafters.

The whole city was convention. Y ou'd come out the doorway of the hotd and you'd hear loud
speakers dl over the place. They had every word from the convention being broadcast on the radios,
every place. Thewhole thing just permeated the atmosphere. 1t was convention, and that wasit. They
had some coverage by some of the television cameras, and we'd go from one hotd to another, back
and forth, trying to keep the whole thing secret until every word was adopted. 1t was al very exciting,
and | worked very, very hard, those crazy long hours, but it was very simulating.

Then | remember the last day, after the convention was over, | was trying to get our trunks
packed to get al our materid back to Washington. Before the platform committee actudly started its
ora hearings, we kept getting loads and loads of |etters and telegrams, because it al cameto Mr.
Johngton as Secretary of the Platform Committee. So there was an awful lot of work and
correspondence, and dl these things we had to put in the trunk and take back. | was downgtairsin the
hotedl trying to get the trunk ready and trying to check out of the rooms and somebody came up to
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me and wanted me to go and be on the radio then. They wanted to interview somebody who had been
part of the convention proceedings. | would have loved to have doneit, but | couldn't. | had to finish
and get ready to go. So that was the Philade phia convention.

RITCHIE: That wasthefirs timeyou met Hubert Humphrey, because he was still mayor of
Minnegpolis.

SCOTT: Yes, and he was on the drafting committee.

RITCHIE: What did you think about Hubert Humphrey?

SCOTT: Oh, he had so much pep and everything. [laughs] Y ears later when hewasin the
Senate, and when he was Vice President, he would just kind of dance by my desk. He was dways so
full of life. But he was very negligent about attending fund-raising things. | went to different ones, and
sometimes he wouldn't show up. | worked closdy with some of the people in his office. But he was
very cordid. | remember onetime | was at the White House with someone el se and he came over and
was very friendly. He was such a nice person.

Anather thing about him, this was not in connection with conventions, but when he was very ill.
| think he was out in Scripps, or in Minnesota, but he was coming back after | think everyone redlized
his gtuation was termind. We had a greet big
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huge party. | guessit wasthe Senate Staff Club that started it. They had a great big huge cardboard,
about five feet wide by about four feet high, and it was awel come back to Hubert Humphrey in the
courtyard of the Old Senate Office Building, outsde, to welcome him back to Washington after his
physica trestment. Everybody was so excited to get to see him. | think he was very well loved by
everybody, dl the different saffs of Senators, and he didn't come that night. His Sster came and she
made a speech in hisplace. And it wasn't too long after that that he passed on. It wasredlly sad.

RITCHIE: Butin 1948 hewasnt that well liked.

SCOTT: No, no, before he came to the Senate.

RITCHIE: Becauschewasinasense. ..

SCOTT: A rebd [laughg].

RITCHIE: Strring up things at that mesting.

SCOTT: Strring up wasright! The whole convention in Philaddphia. And of course hiswife

Muriel was so nice. And you remember back down in Miami Beach in 1972, when they were so sad

when he wasn't nominated down there. But he was quite a character and very lovesble, and a hard,

hard worker, and so sincere.
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RITCHIE: Back in 1948 you were a the convention with al of this excitement going on, but
did anybody think that Harry Truman had a chance?

SCOTT: No[laughg]. Oh, that wasredly something. Likel told you, | met him soon after |
came to the Senate, and the impression | firgt got of him when | met him in Mr. Biffle's office, because
he had been a haberdasher, | guess, his shoulders looked so nice and firm. That wasthe impression |
got, he looked so firm, and he had awonderful posture, he carried himself so well. | thought he was

redly hisown man, and | admired him alot.

RITCHIE: But a the convention, did you think, "Wdll, thiswas alot of fun, but it redly
doesn't mean anything because he's not going to win.”

SCOTT: Yes, | thought it was going to be [Thomas E.] Dewey. | remember Harold Beckley
[superintendent of the Senate Press Gallery] was a good friend of mine and we both lived in Silver
Spring, and we used to take turns driving, | had a carpool with him. That morning we drovein and |
couldnt believeit, | was just so tickled and | kept laughing, and Beck kept saying to me, "What
happened? What happened?’ [laughg] It wasredly so exciting.
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RITCHIE: I'm sure you must have been pleased when Alben Barkley got the Vice

Presdentid nomination, since you had known him as Democratic Leader.

SCOTT: Oh, yes, and you asked the other day about thetitle "Gold dust twins," after he came
back as junior Senator from Kentucky. | checked something out in my files and he was the one who
gave the name to himsdf and Senator George as the "gold dust twins." They would come into our
office, our dining room, after alot of the other luncheons had been held, the Policy Committee
luncheons and other officid luncheons. The two of them would come in like two little boys. He used to
say, "Here come the gold dust twinsagain." He was very warm, and friendly, and lovable.

RITCHIE: When the convention was over in '48 and Truman and Barkley were the ticket,

did Mr. Johngton have any role at dl in the campaign?

SCOTT: Yes hedid. Hewasin charge of the Speakers Bureau. | think it was arather
informal operation, but it was authorized by the Democratic National Committee. Mr. Johnston would
get some of the Senators to go out and campaign. He didn't go himsalf and make speeches, but he
worked very hard on the Speaker's Bureaul.

RITCHIE: Did the Secretary for the Mgority have any rolein
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campaign contributions in those days?

SCOTT: Let meseg | think possibly informally. We had the Democratic Senatorid
Campaign Committee, and that was the committee that raised the campaign funds. | think possibly—I
don't remember too much about who the members of the campaign committee were—but | think
possibly they asked Mr. Johnston's help and he possibly talked to some of the Senatorsinformally. But
| do remember the Speakers Bureau. One of the Senators, Senator [Carl] Hayden would refuse to go
out spesking. He would never fly, he would never do anything like that.

Can | mention something else about Senator Hayden, which is completely off the subject
[laughs]. He was such an interesting character. Sometimes wed have these different luncheons for
different groups, that | did dl the ordering for with our waiters. One time we had a luncheon for the
different newspapermen. | think Mr. Johnston was very smart in having these various groups, because
we worked closaly with them, and it was redlly face-to-face. One time we had this luncheon for some
of these newspapermen, and Beck was there at my desk checking people in, those guests who had
been invited. All of a sudden, Senator Hayden walked in. So Beck had alot of nerve, and yet he was
well-liked by the Senators, he could talk to them, he turned around to Senator Hayden and said,
"Senator, you're not a newspaperman, you can't go inthere" Senator Hayden smiled his cute little
amile and turned right around and went out again. [laughs)]
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| don't remember which Senators did alot of the speaking, but Mr. Johnston arranged some of
their trips through the Speakers Bureaw.

RITCHIE: | guess by then Congress was out of session.

SCOTT: It wasinthe summetime.

RITCHIE: Sothat would give him time to devote to the campaign.

SCOTT: I'mtryingto remember. Of course, the sessions were so crazy. Wed come back in
thefdl and gtay. But | don't remember the exact dates. But | know it was in summertime when | was
in Philadd phiawith Mr. Biffle and Mr. Johnston, because | remember it was S0 hot that night when |
went out from the hall.

RITCHIE: You mentioned Biffle and Johnston and yoursdlf were there, but did many other
Senate staff go to the conventions in those days?

SCOTT: Weél, Betty Darling was Mr. Biffléstop girl, and her assistant Betty Kraus, the two
of them went. | think Juliette, their number three girl went too, the three of those from Mr. Biffles
office. The second time | went to Chicago, Mr. Johnston didn't take the job because hiswife had this

brain tumor, and
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Bobby Baker went in his place. Bobby brought Margaret Tucker at that time. | did the same kind of
work with Bobby as | did with Mr. Johnston on the platform committee. | think there were some
volunteers. It seemsto me that one of the girls from one of the senator's offices in Philade phia, when
we were rushing around putting al those sheets together, and Mrs. Johnston was helping, | can't
remember her name, but | think she was one of the Senators office staff.

RITCHIE: | waswondering if you would see aides to Senators and other people that you
recognized from Cgpitol Hill?

SCOTT: Oh,yes, alot of them. Skipping alittle bit, | think it was the '52 €l ection when
Senator Brien McMahon was a candidate for Presdent. Hewasiill, and | think they were trying to
honor him in thisway. He had his headquarters tel ephones connected with his hospital room. John
Lane who was his AA ran into me when | was leaving on the train and told me that he had just passed
on. Therewerealot of other Senators and staff, alot of them brought their people dong, so | did see
everybody. Back in Philadelphiawed have these late dinners after the sessions, at the Pen and Pencil
Club. Wed get back red late and turn around and start al over the next morning. So when you were
at the convention you went on nervous energy. And then when you came home you'd be exhausted.

[laughs] Usudly it lasted for two weeks, because it was aweek before the actua convention getting
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al the different witnesses and testimony. And the mail that we kept receiving, and the telegrams, dl the
time it was going on.

The difference was. back at the '48 and the '52 conventions, they had the people actualy come
and gppear. | believein the '56 convention it was changed. They had people go around through the
months ahead of the convention to the different cities. They had some of the staff of the Nationd
Committee go around, the platform people, to go to their cities, instead of having everybody cometo
the convention city. But back in Philadelphia a the beginning, everybody came there.

RITCHIE: To the platform committee, because they al wanted to be heard.

SCOTT: Absolutdy. I'm trying to remember when Mrs. Roosevdt testified. It may have
been in '52, but she was very, very lovely, and | talked to her at length. She was o active in SO many
things, and very nice. Of course, the whole thing was so interesting. Let's see, it was Brooks Hayes, |
think it was, from the House, a couple of them would come in and dictate and broadcast from some of
our rooms in our offices, where alot of typing was going on. They would say: "I am sitting here in the
platform committee room of the National Convention” and so on and so forth. So the conventions were

redly very excting times.

RITCHIE: It'sgartling to think that Senator [Strom|
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Thurmond was one of those who led the walk-out of the Democratic convention in 1948 and he's ill

serving in the Senate today.

SCOTT: And he's a Republican now.

RITCHIE: HewasaDemocrat at that stage, as governor of South Carolina.

SCOTT: And he married agirl who was a graduate of Duke University, my cousin's daughter
went there and knew the girl, dightly.

RITCHIE: Wel, moving up to 1952, you went to Chicago to the convention. Wasthat any
different?

SCOTT: No, thesamething. Mr. Johnston took me with him to do the same thing. Asa
matter of fact, | have a couple of Ietters from Speaker [John] McCormack, because he was
Chairman of the Platform Committee. | think it was after the '56 convention at which he was Chairman
of the Platform Committee, | went with Dottie McCarty up to Boston to visit her sgter-in-law and we
went to Mr. McCormack's office in the same building where Senator Jack Kennedy's office was. Mr.
McCormack's office was s0 busy, he had everybody waiting. He came out and was very cordid and
brought usinto hisinner office. Then we went to Senator Jack Kennedy's office in the same building in

Boston, and it was as dead as a
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doornall! The secretary was there and nothing was going on at dl. Isn't that funny? That was before
he was nominated and eected President. But there was nothing going on at dl in his office, and here
was Mr. McCormack's and everybody was there, it was a madhouse, so much so that | thought we'd
never get a chanceto see him. But he came right out and he was so nice. | remember there was a
picture of him in hisinner office, it was taken & the convention, having hishand out. They cdled him
the "great arbiter,” the fact that he was getting everybody to compromise and get together. Speaker
McComack, | admired him so much.

Incidently, off the subject again, they had one of our Administrative Assstants meetings over in
one of the rooms in the Old House Office Building, and they said they had a stereo meeting because
there were two speakers, Rayburn and M cCormack were both there in attendance. [laughs] But
Speaker McCormack was just very appreciative. We got to know him red well through our work.

RITCHIE: Soyou continued with the platform committee and did pretty much the same thing
in'52.

SCOTT: By then we knew more what to expect, but when he first went up there to
Philadelphia | don't think he realized what he was getting into, because when he got on the phone that

night he said, "Oh, Miss Scott, hurry up herel” [laughs]

RITCHIE: Wasthe amosphere of the convention much different
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in '52 than in '48?

SCOTT: Wedl, | think it was alittle calmer. | shouldn't say this, because I'm from
Philadephia, but | think Chicago was a more sophisticated city. The convention hall was down at the
stockyards, and every time we'd go down there you'd have to hold your nose when you went in the
convention hdl. [laughg] But it just didn't seem to be overal as much as Philade phia, possibly because
the stockyards were out away and the convention hall was out of town. But it was ill very exciting.

| told you about Senator Barkley walking from the train station to try to show how young he
was. | remember after it was dl over he made such a nice speech, out there a the convention, after he
had been turned down by the labor leaders at that famous breskfast.

| think that in those days you fdlt that the Senators were redlly statesmen. And they looked like
Senators. There was Senator Tom Connally from Texas, and Senator Barkley, and Senator [Clyde]
Hoey, and Senator George, they were kind of older, more seasoned statesmen-type that you redly felt

suited the role of senator.

RITCHIE: They stood out in acrowd, in other words.

SCOTT: They stood out, yes.
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RITCHIE: Werethey more reserved? Maybe alittle more difficult to approach?

SCOTT: | think maybe alittle more dignified. | redly do, | mean not that the younger
Senators weren't on the ball, but somehow | think that they had been seasoned and they kind of made
you fed that that was the United States Senate as you pictured it. A lot of the young Senators, for
ingtance Senator [Joseph] Clark of Pennsylvania, when he first came in, as soon as he got here he
wanted to change everything. He wanted to change al the rules and everything. And then the young
Senators, he was one of them, weren't supposed to speak, they used to say, until they had been here a
couple of yearsthey weren't supposed to speak on the floor. That was an unwritten rule, not stated but
practiced. But Senator Clark immediately wanted to change everything. That's what they used to say
about Senator Humphrey, when he first came. He was supposed to keep quiet for awhile but he
didnt, he sarted talking right away. [laughs]

RITCHIE: | cant imagine Senator Humphrey keeping quiet.

SCOTT: No! But back inthose days, that's the way they felt about Senators.

RITCHIE: Wdl, in 1956 you went not with Felton Johnston but with Bobby Baker.
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SCOTT: Yes, with Bobby, Mr. Johnston turned it down.

RITCHIE: How different was that, working with Bobby Baker?

SCOTT: Oh, I think Bobby kind of turned things back to me, because he knew | knew the
job. | remember onetime, let's see, Stevenson was nominated at both those conventions, and [Estes]
Kefauver was nominated for Vice Presdent in 1956. | remember Bobby and | were in Mr. Biffle's
office, which was right over the rostrum, right where everybody was, and Bobby was saying to me,
"Oh, Miss Scott, if we had Senator Kennedy as Vice President we surely would win." Kefauver was
going to beit, and | remember | saw him, he was trying to come up the steps at that time.

We were in Mr. Biffles office over the rostrum in the convention hall and at one point Bobby,
and | think it was Betty Kraus, and | were standing looking out & the convention. Someone insde the
office called out "Y ou're on televison," so we dl three turned our headsto look a the TV set inside the
office. We saw our bodies with the heads turned around, on TV! Friends had told me they'd seen me
on TV a some of the other conventions, in the halls and walking outside the headquarter hotdls, but this
was thefirg time | saw mysaf—with my head turned around.

One of the conventions, this may have been in Philadel phig, thisis back-tracking, Governor G.
Mennen Williams of Michigan wasright in front of me on the platform, and he put his feet under the
rungs of the chair and hetilted his chair and he went over
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backwards. [laughs] Right in front of me. All kinds of crazy things were happening. Something was
going on dl thetime. 1 wish | had kept adiary of the different conventions, because of the people, and

the color, and the excitement, and everything.

RITCHIE: That'sinteresting that you say that Bobby Baker was for Kennedy for Vice
President.

SCOTT: Yes hewas Because | guess heredized then the feding for him. Something ese
getting into Kennedy—this is another subject—but | remember when Bill Wannall was sergeant at
arms, and it was the inauguration before Kennedy's. Kennedy was a senator, and he wanted to get out
there in front of the ropes during the inaugura parade, and he wanted to wave to some of the governors
as they were going by in the cars, and Bill Wannal made Senator Kennedy come in behind the ropes. |
thought this was so funny, four years later he was the Presdent. But inaugurations were another whole

subject.

RITCHIE: Wéll, thisintroduces Jack Kennedy as a Senator. He came in 1952 and was
there until 1960, and in 1956 he was a contender for the Vice Presdential nomination. What was your

impression of Kennedy as a Senator?

SCOTT: Wadll, hewasvery, very quiet. He was not one of the members of the club, do you

know what | mean? A lot of the
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Senators would come in and out Al of the time, particularly at night sessons, and you felt like you got to
know them al. But he wasn't one of them. He would only come in very briefly when there were
mestings, luncheon meetings. We had a head waiter and an assstant waiter, and | had to put in dl the
menus and orders for the luncheons, and | remember he used to have sent over from his office a hot
lunch. Jackie used to prepare a hot lunch for him, and sheldd put it in the kind of baby dish you'd have
with the heated water underneath to keep it hot, in abasket! They used to send that over when
Senator Kennedy had lunch in our office. Isnt that funny? And | remember onetime | wastrying to
find out—Evedyn Lincoln was his secretary—and he was coming for another luncheon, and | dways
tried to get their preference when | put dl the ordersin. | remember | was asking Evelyn, and she just
wouldn't even answer me about what he wanted. | don't know whether she couldn't get to him or
what.

And then | remember after the 1960 conventions we had three of the nominees on the floor,
that was when Nixon was Vice Presdent, and Kennedy and Johnson were Senators. That was kind of
exciting because alot of people were lining up in the outer corridor to see the three nominees who were
al going to be on the floor. At that time, we had aluncheon where we were going to have both
Kennedy and Johnson, and of course every time we had the Democratic Policy Committee luncheons,
or the committee chairmen luncheons or anything, Johnson was at the head of the table, because he was

it. And everybody wondered when Kennedy came to the same luncheon as
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Johnson what was going to happen [laughs], whether he was going to be bounced from his position at
the head the table. 'Y ou know what happened? Kennedy didn't come. [laughs] He didn't show up.
But that 1960 sesson after the conventions was interesting because everybody in Washington it
seemed would come and line up. They'd have their lunches in paper bags, and they'd be out therein the
hal waiting to go in the chamber for whatever it could be, five or ten or fifteen minutes, to watch three

of the nominees in action on the Senate floor.

RITCHIE: Very dramatic. Wdl, back in '56, when Kennedy was running for the Vice
Presdentia nomination, did you think that this man ever had a chance of getting to be Vice Presdent or
President of the United States?

SCOTT: Wedl, no. Likel say, | didnt redly know him aswdl. | didn't see as much of him,
athough | knew his s&ff pretty well. They said he was very, very cold. | knew through Ruth
[Watt]—Ruth was the chief clerk of the Senate Investigating Subcommittee, when Bob Kennedy was
chief counsd. She had to go up to Hyannisport, she and her husband Walter, for some mestings. |
remember she said one time that both Bob and Jack were at breakfast, and that Jack was reading the
paper, they were very rude, they were right there at the same table having breakfast but they wouldn't
talk to them. On the other hand, Bob Kennedy was very, very friendly. Thisis getting away from

conventions. But
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thefirg time that | had met him, Ruth's subcommittee used to have Chrismas parties, & which my
headwaiter, Ellsworth Dozier, used to go over and serve and | was usudly invited to the parties. |
remember this party very well, thiswasthefirgt time that | had met Bob Kennedy, when he was chief
counsel, before he was elected to the Senate. He and Ethel were sitting on thistable, and Dozier was
serving the drinks and the potato chips. Somebody had given them alittle white pig for Christmas, and
it had a greet big red bow, and thelittle pig was going around esting up the potato chips and things that
were dropped on the floor. [laughs] | thought that Bob was so interesting, and Ethd was so friendly,
just like ayoung couple, very approachable.

Bob Kennedy and his wife were very devoted and appreciative of Ruth's work, and when she
was married, every year they'd send another dozen roses, they sent two dozen, three dozen, four
dozen, and they kept on going, to Ruth and her husband, because they were so close to them. So as|
say Jack was rather unapproachable, and people on his staff were saying that he was kind of on the
cold sde. On the other hand, Bobby was very friendly.

RITCHIE: Going back to that 1956 convention in Chicago again, did Bobby Baker perform
the same way that Felton Johnston did, or was he out working the crowd more? What was the

difference between working for Felton Johnston and working for Bobby Baker?

SCOTT: | don't think there was too much difference. We had
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difficulty—Bobby had difficulty getting some of our credentials to get to the convention floor. There
was alittle feud there, Bobby Kennedy was working for Jack Kennedy, and Bobby's man of course
was LBJ, and at the time Bobby [Baker] was having difficultiesin part of his officid functions, which
was to get our badges and everything we had to have, and | think part of it was the fact that Bobby
Kennedy knew Bobby Baker's association with LBJ and was trying to keep him away. So it waskind
of hard. | don't remember Mr. Johnston having that trouble a dl. | mean, they had to go to the head
office and get dl these things, and we had to be there at the convention. That was part of the
difference.

There was aso arumor, we never talked about it afterwards because | felt it was one of those
things that you don't, because it would have reflected on the Democratic party, but they said—I don't
know to be sureiif it redlly happened—they said that the telephone linesin LBJs headquarters were
cut, and they fdt it was by Bobby Kennedy. | don't know, but you just felt that there was alot of that

going on.

RITCHIE: Didyou go to the 1960 convention in Los Angeles?

SCOTT: No, | didn't go out there, nor the '68 convention. But | went to Atlantic City, I'm
trying to remember when that was.

RITCHIE: '64, when Johnson was nominated.
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SCOTT: '64, yes, that was Johnson and Humphrey. | only went as a spectator. | had my
cousin and my aunt there, and we watched—I'll never forget it because it was so touching—the wave
of emotion that Bobby Kennedy got about his brother's assassination. It went on for at least twenty
minutes, when he spoke about his brother's assassination. Then you felt that Bobby Kennedy had
redly arrived as a person in the Democratic hierarchy. He spoke and he nearly cried, and it waslike a
wave—I can't even describe it to you, you'd have to be there—it was a wave of emotion that would go
throughout the whole hall. It went on, and on, and on. That was Atlantic City in '64.

And then LBJ arrived and wouldn' tell who his Vice Presidentid nominee was going to be. He
waited till the very last minute, and he kind of curled his tongue around his mouth before he said the
name "Hubert Humphrey." [laughs] So hewastrying red hard for the dramatic suspense.

Then the next one | went towasin ‘72, and | didn't go as an officia, but Frank asked meto
write up something. So | got my credentidsto bethere. | did it differently, because | wasn't part of the
gaff of the National Convention or the Democratic National Committee, but | interviewed alot of
people, | interviewed delegates, and | wrote up this article, "Come Home America” After | brought
that back, they wanted to send it down to the Nationa Committee so the different Nationa
Committeemen and women could read it. But Frank fdlt that it wasn't right because ours was an office

for the whole Senate, it wasn't supposed
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to be partisan. And then they were saying that | could publish it anonymoudy. What | was trying to do
was to bring the color of the '48 convention in Philade phia, and the awful feding of the ‘68 convention
in Chicago, when people were locked out. In Foridain ‘72 they were in, they had these greet big
buttons: " Senior Power,” and dl. All the minorities were alowed in, they weren't locked out, they were
there, they werein, and they were listened to. | tried to bring that out. Of course, | was there when
Senator [George] McGovern made his acceptance speech at a quarter to four in the morning, and it
was al s0 exciting. So | wrote up the article and they wanted to use it anonymoudly, but Frank was
even afraid to have it published anonymoudy. Hefdt it was partisan, and it was, because it was dl
about the Democrats and how we were going to get back and be a party that was united and so
different. | wastrying to bring out the contragts. It was like a color story of the people and how the
delegates taked to me. | was interviewed out there by one of the reporters on TV, during the session.
But | wastrying to get the fed from a Democratic point of view, and from the campaign point of view.

Speaking of the convention in 1972 when Senator McGovern was nominated, | want to
mention awork about Senator [ Thomas] Eagleton, first chosen as his running mate. He seemed so
gppealing and enthusiadtic, | was sorry he had to withdraw. | had occasion to go see himin his office
onetime. It wasthe smallest office I'd ever seen. There he wasin his shirt deeves, very friendly and
informd.
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RITCHIE: It'sinteresting that Ledie Biffle as Secretary of the Senate was very active in the

conventions. . . .

SCOTT: Assergeant at ams.

RITCHIE: Yes, assergeant at ams, but Frank Valeo fet that as Secretary of the Senate he

shouldn't have arole in the convention.

SCOTT: | think a one point they asked him, I'm trying to remember when that was. | think
they asked him one time to go to one of them and he said no. | don't remember, you'll have to check
back, but he didn't go at dl, no. Andas| say, when| went in 72, | went on my own expense. But |
wanted to do something and be apart of it. It had been so awful in'68, it was just so awful. And | got
an entirely different feding in 72 and thisiswhat | what | wanted to portray in thisarticle, and | wrote it
and it was rather long, but | was trying to get the reader there, and have you be there like | was.

RITCHIE: What about 1960, did Mr. Johnston go to the convention?

SCOTT: No.

RITCHIE: Why not? He was Secretary of the Senate then.
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SCOTT: Yes, I'mtrying to think.

RITCHIE: Wasit because it was going to be a battle between various Senators, and it might
not be agood idea for the Secretary to play arole?

SCOTT: | redly don't know, isn't that funny? | don't remember who was the platform
chairman, seethat had alot to do with it. It was Senator [Francis| Myersin Philadelphia, and then
McCormack both timesin Chicago when | served. | think the Chairman of the Platform Committee
had the right to pick the Secretary of the Platform Committee, and | don't know who it was, frankly, in
'60.

RITCHIE: The 1960 eection was interesting because almost everyone, it seemed, who was
running for the Democratic nomination was a Senator: Symington, Humphrey, Johnson, Kennedy. The

Senate was full of potential candidates.

SCOTT: Yes, and they could fed they were campaigning because the spotlight was on the
Senate, and they could perform on the Senate floor. They were campaigning dl that time. That'strue.

RITCHIE: Did the amosphere of the campaign permeste the Senate at that time?
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SCOTT: | think o, yes.

RITCHIE: Andyou were a Johnson person.

SCOTT: [Laughg] | wasaJohnson person. Hewasgreat. Likel say, hewasin our office
nearly every day, and you were working so hard and you could see things from his point of view. One
of the things that | didn't elaborate on, but | want to add, was the fact that | started out working for Mr.
Johnston when he was Secretary of the Mgority. | wanted to know, and have information about what
was going on dl the time on the floor: what roll-calls votes there were, what amendments were offered;
what the outcome of each roll-call vote was. | decided when | went down to the Secretary's office, |
trained my girlsthat they would have to know. Because sometimes when | would be talking to the
other girls, when Mr. Biffle was there, they kept calling me and asking me about things that were going
on thefloor. | thought when we were down there in the Secretary's office we were going to know, and
we weren't going to be asking anybody. | got the boys actualy to bring in the copies of amendments,
and everyday we dways had the calendar of business and the Congressional Record from the day
before, and then we had the bills, just like they do on the Senate desks on the Senator floor. And then
wed have the reaults. | told my girls dways to keep up, because people would cal us. Ourswaskind
of like part of the floor action. Thiswaswhat we did dl the time, to see what was going on and have dl
the
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results. Then I'd have to know, and have my girls know, whenever the Senators, and particularly the
Leader, wasin our office, so we could tell them what was going on the floor. | kind of went astray

there from the subject!

RITCHIE: Do you think things got less partisan as they went dong? It ssemsasif in the
beginning you were a solid Democrat, and had arole in conventions, and by the end the Secretary's
office was playing more of aneutra role. Would you say it became less partisan, or would you say
things didn't change?

SCOTT: Weél, that was part of the difference in the leadership between Johnson and
Mandfidd. One of the things that Johnson was having Bobby Baker do congtantly was going around
finding Senators who were going to vote his way and making lists and lists of who could be counted on
for votes, and kind of twisting aams and al that. Whereas Senator Mandfield was |etting them be more
independent, and this was the reason why Frank was talking about Senator Mandfield's way of doing it.
Soif you say it wasn't as partisan, maybe that would be dong that way. It wasjust a different way of
the Leaders doing things.

RITCHIE: | wasjud trying to get a sense of the atmosphere.

SCOTT: Yes, well of course my perspective was mainly through the leadership, Senator
Mangfield and Senator Johnson, and
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the way they handled things, the Policy Committee. Senator Johnson was very meticulousin getting
everybody to do what he wanted them to do, and he could do it. Hewasa"can do" man [laughg]. If
anybody didn't show up for one of the Policy Committee meetings that we had in our dining room, |
was trying to get everybody there. We did the same thing back when Mr. Johnston was Secretary of
the Mgority, asfar asthe full Conferences went, and the Policy Committee meetings. But LBJ wanted
to have everything just 0, and he would plan it from al different angles. Thiswas part of the reason for
his success as Mgority Leader. He got thefirgt civil rights bill that had been passed in sixty years, and
he made a tremendous record when Kennedy passed on. Kennedy hadn't been able to get any of his
programs through, and LBJ got it al through. | remember so well that peech that he made to ajoint
session, "Let us continue." He could handle the Senate and the Congress.

Back when Eisenhower was President, he was waffling and | think at that time—talking about
the atmosphere—my feding then was that Johnson and Rayburn were running the country and
Eisenhower was just kind of gtting by looking on. There was one point, | don't know the date, but
before Eisenhower's State of the Union message onetime, LBJ put out his State of the Union message.
[laughs] That'swhat everybody cdled it! He and Rayburn worked so closaly and they filled up alittle
void that Eisenhower had. Thiswas the feding, and would show how under LBJ it maybe was more

partisan, even when he was working with a Republican
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President.

RITCHIE: | dwaysthink about Lyndon Johnson standing on the platform a conventions,
regardless of who the candidate was, even when Stevenson was the nomineg, there are pictures of him
on the platform. | don't think | ever saw a picture of Senator Mansfield standing on aplatform a a

convention.

SCOTT: No, | don't think him campaign, exactly. But LBJwas redly something. Back when
he was Mgority Leader and Dirksen was Minority Leader, they worked very closely together. |
mentioned how he towered over Senator Dirksen and would take him by the lapd and ook down on
him. They both had their Leader's cars, and they each had telephonesin them, and the story was one
time that Dirksen from his car cdled Johnson in his car, and Johnson sad, "Wait just aminute, my other
phoneisringing.” [laughs] There was dso a story about the psychiatrist who died and went to Heaven
and St. Peter said, "Oh, we need you. God is gtriding up and down. He thinks he's Lyndon Johnson!™
[laughs] Therewerelots of stories about LBJand his colorful leadership.

RITCHIE: Some Leaders lend themsdves more to humor than do others.

SCOTT: Yes, they do. Asl say, he was so approachable and he was so focused. Hewas
very warm and | think he got the best
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out of people. He made you fed that you were in there pitching. | know Mr. Johngton felt this way,
and | certainly did. Senator Mandfidld as | say was more withdrawn, dthough he was friendly and
gppreciative, and | have nice autographed pictures of him. He was warmer in some occasions. For
ingtance, thisisalittle socid thing, but | had alittle birthday party for Frank one year, and | got his
mother down here from New York asasurprise. | had her over a my town house, she spent the night.
He had no idea she was anywhere around. | had one of our boys go over and pick her up at my house
in the office car. We had told Frank that it was going to be a committee meeting, we o often had
committee mestings in our dining room. So we had Senator Mandfield and his Adminidrative Assstant
Salpee Sahagan, and Mrs. Vaeo, Frank's mother, and some of the other people. So | got the girlsto
say it was a committee meeting. Sdpee came around from Senator Mandfield's office, and she said,
"Oh, I want to talk to you aminute” She said, "Let's go into the conference room.” Frank said, "Oh,
no, you can't go in there, that's such and such committee” So Salpee went in, and | went right up to
him and kind of gave him alittle push. He waked in the door and there was his mother sitting down the
other end of the table! [laughs] And Senator Mangfidd. He was so surprised, he wondered how in the
world it happened she came down from New York. But Senator Mansfield could be very cooperative
and friendly and warm at different socia occasonslike that. So | don't mean to say that he was cold.

What I'm trying to say is he had hiswarm sde. He was very gppreciative, but he didn't have the same
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charisma or the same warmth that LBJ had. They were different persondties completely.

Another thing | felt about LBJ, | think that the image that he tried to portray as ared Southern,
down-home, cornpone boy was so wrong. He would make these speeches that weren't him, not as |
knew him. He was more like the riverboat gambler type, you know what | mean? Much more
swashbuckling. He was not the corny, home-spun type at dl. | thought it was wrong that he tried that.
After Kennedy was nated, when he made that speech to Congress, it was to me more him than
anything else, because he was not trying to be red Southern. | guessit came straight from the heart,
and he was trying so hard to get them to go ahead with the program. He wasjust more himsdlf. That's
the only time that | felt he ever made a speech that sounded like what my picture of him was.

He used to have two girls from his Texas office come over to his Leader’ s office and stay afew
weeks, and then two more, to work closdy with him. Onetime he was in our office to aluncheon and
he went out to Rose Ann—she was my number three girl—and he had his great big sprawling legs up
on her desk, and one of hisgirls had called him, evidently telling him somebody was around there
waiting for him to come back. He said, "Oh, wdll just tell her to throw alittle sex around.” [laughs] But
he was very approachable and very human.

One time when LBJ was President his persond secretary, Juanita Roberts, invited me to lunch.
We had luncheon in the White
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House mess, and she took me on alittle tour, including the President’s private room at the Sde of the
Ovad Office. One of our chauffeurs, Bertie Bowman, called for mein our office car and picked me up
a the Eadt Portico entrance. | felt very thrilled and "officid™ coming out of that entrance, and when |
stepped into the car Bertie had the radio going. LBJwas making a speech on the radio from a meeting
in New York City. That seemed exciting to me—the timing as| left the White House—to ride back to
the Capital.

Another time | took Frank's mother who was visiting from New Y ork, on the Congressiona
tour of the White House, followed by breskfast on the Washington Hotdl Roof. We stopped in the
ladies room before we |eft the White House, and | was amazed to see thét it was aso a men'sroom! |
imagine that during officid functions the guards would regulate its use ("one sex a atime”).

Speaking of President Johnson, | heard recently that the Capitol building at Augtin, Texas, is
red and larger than the United States Capitol building in Washington—"Texas style." | remember when
LBJ became Presdent he ingaled new red carpeting in his White House office.

RITCHIE: Keepingin the politica vein, when Felton Johnston became Secretary of the
Senate, did he have arole in the political side of it? | know that previous Secretaries of the Senate had
worked very closdy with the campaign committees. Was he active on that side, or did he give that up
when he became Secretary?
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SCOTT: Wadll, the conventions and the speakers bureau . . .

RITCHIE: Hed been doing that when he was Secretary for the Mgority. | wondered about
when he became Secretary of the Senate.

SCOTT: Yes wel, let mesee. I'mtrying to get the dates straight. He wasten years as
Secretary for the Mgority and ten years as Secretary of the Senate. Heleft in '65, so it would be '55.
Wi, then he didn't go to the '56 convention because of hiswifesillness. | think he was Htill active,
talking to the campaign committee, trying to help them.

RITCHIE: Butyou didn't get agreat sense of him being part of the politica picture at that

time? Was he more of an administrator?

SCOTT: Wédl, I don't want to put him down that low. | think he was very active in doing
everything that he could congtantly to help the Senators. As| say, when Kennedy camein, we had this
series of luncheonsthat Larry O'Brien organized. We did everything that we could to foster good
relations. And of course when LBJ camein he was very closethere. | don't want to say hewasjust an
adminigtrator, because | don't think he ever lost his dedication—I think that's the word—to the party. |
don't want to sound like I'm trying to make a speech, but | was closeto him too. They had thisbig
dinner for him, and that kind
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of showed what the Democratic Senators thought of him. Maybe it wasn't as much footwork as
before.

RITCHIE: It'shard to trace when the office began to change. When Edwin Hasey was
Secretary of the Senate before Biffle, he had a safe in the Secretary's office in which he kept the
campaign contributions for the Democrats. He was the treasurer of the Democratic Campaign
Committee. | think Biffle did that, but then by the time Bobby Baker was Secretary for the Mgority,

he was the one who was handing out campaign contributions.

SCOTT: | think alot of that—of course, | wasn't in Bobby's office, but | did know Carole
and everything. Bobby used to make alot of people think that he could get them jobs and everything.
When his office was moved down to the basement floor, he would have people lined up in there
thinking that they could get jobs. Maybe he was able to help them, but | think an awful lot of thiswasa
little bit different from what Mr. Biffle or Mr. Johnston did when they were in those other jobs.

One thing different, I'd say, between Mr. Biffle and Mr. Johnston as Secretary was that Mr.
Biffle had alot of different friends among the cabinet, and he seemed to bein close touch with alot of
them. Of course, he was very, very closeto Truman. He had adifferent set of—I can't call them
congtituents—but | mean people whom he knew. | remember he was good friends with Secretary of
the Treasury [John] Snyder, and alot of these different people
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that | knew of. Whereas Mr. Johnston was more meticulous in his dedings, and he wasn't so much a
persondity man, as gregarious, as Mr. Bifflewasin his very quiet way, Mr. Biffle spoke very quietly,
but he got around much more. Mr. Johnston was more for getting the work done. He aways used to
say, when | first worked for him, "1 don't tissue around.” | guessthat's a southern phrase, 1'd never
heard it before. "1 don't tissue around alot,” he said, "but when | like you I'm very devoted to you." |
think he was that way in dl his relationships with the Senators. He was more sudiousin that way. |
think that's the difference between him and Mr. Biffle,

And | think Bobby was different when he was Secretary of the Mgority. He was quite alot of
help to LBJ, and he would go around to get dl the votes counted, sort of like LBJ sending him to find
out "who's going to vote like this" | think that Bobby felt that his relationship with LBJ made him, not
on apar with him, but enough to make people think that he could get them jobs and things like that.
Part of thiswas what caused him to fall.

RITCHIE: But asfar asyou know, Mr. Johnston wasn't involved in campaign contributions?

SCOTT: No, maybeinformdly, but | know Mr. Biffle used to do that. And of coursethe

Senatorid Campaign Committee. Then of course when | was in the Secretary's office we had the law
passed where we had this rule where we had to have the reports put out.
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We had the establishment of our Public Records Office, so every newspaperman could go over there
and find out exactly what money was given to each nominee. That was dl public after that.

RITCHIE: That dl came about after the Bobby Baker investigation, because before that
everything was much more informal.

SCOTT: Itdid. And therewassomething else, not exactly campaigns, but it was financiad
reports. Back when Mr. Johnston was Secretary of the Senate and Joe Duke was Sergeant at Arms,
there were some offices that had people in them that didn't come to work, you know, nepotism. | think
it was Vance Trimble in thet little paper, the Washington News, he decided that he was going to bring
aquit againg the whole Senate on charges of nepotism, and because of Mr. Johngton's position as
Secretary of the Senate and Joe Duke's position as Sergeant at Arms, he sued them, they were named
on behdf of the Senate. After that, that was the establishment of that report that we used to put out of
dl the Senate sdlaries. When wefirg started, it was put out four times a year, and then | think twice a
year. It had every senator's Saff, every committee staff, what their sdaries had been paid for first
quarter, second quarter, and so on. That whole thing was put out after that suit. That was financid, not
campaign, but it showswhat came about. | think that there had been some members of the staff—I
don't know if | mentioned the other day when Lola
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Aiken worked for Senator Aiken, as soon as he married her he took her off the payroll. [laughs]

RITCHIE: That'sone of the disadvantages of marrying the boss.

SCOTT: That'sright! Something esel forgot to mention, talking about Senator Mandfield,
whether he was friendly or not. He and Senator Aiken used to have breskfast every morning of the
year, and Lolawas usudly with them. The saying was. If you want to know what Senator Mandfield is
thinking, ask George Aiken. Or if you want to know what Aiken isthinking, ask Mike Mandfield.
They were very close. So you see, Senator Mansfied could be warm with some of the people.

RITCHIE: It'sinteresting that his closest friendship was with a Republican.

SCOTT: Absolutdy, yes. Oh, Senator Aiken was onein amillion.

RITCHIE: Speaking about Republicans, one person we've talked about earlier that |

wondered about was Mark Trice, who was Mr. Johnston's counterpart as Republican Secretary, and
also became Secretary of Senate just before Mr. Johnston.
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SCOTT: Right, for two years.

RITCHIE: Yes, from 1953 to 1955, and then went back to being Secretary for the

Republicans. What was your impression of Mark Trice?

SCOTT: Oh, hewasgreat. He dwayslooked like Hal LeRoy, the tap dancer. [laughs] He
had this young, college look. Helooked very young, like he never was going to get old. He was rather
informal, and very gpproachable, and very friendly. He called me "Scottie," like everybody ese did.
Hewas very nice. He had one secretary named Gloria, and he had Dorothy Burns (in between he had
Jean Smith). | worked closdy with them, we were right next door to them for awhilein G-43. | told
you how we changed the signs on the doors when the Republicans won the mgority.  But he was there
for fifty years. | went to his party for hisfiftieth anniversary. He started as a page boy. | got dong fine
with Mr. Trice. Coming down to persondities, during the different inaugurations there is dways ajoint
committee on the inaugura, and they're the ones who hand out tickets that are like diamonds. We
usudly got a certain amount, and then Mr. Johnston would give them to hisfamily or whatever. When
there would be a Republican inauguration, Mr. Trice would be the one who would work very closdy
with the inaugurad committee. It's ajoint committee, House and Senate, but the chairman isaways a

Republican or a Democrat, depending on who was being inaugurated.
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| used to ded with Mr. Trice, and | remember one time—Darrell and Mr. Trice didn't get dong so well
together [laughs|—and | had to go see Mr. Trice, Darrell had made him mad. But Mr. Trice was
adways very niceto me, and | fdt that | could agpproach him. Hewas just great. | think he was
probably partisan, but | think Mr. Johnston got dong with him. They seemed to have mutua respect.

RITCHIE: Thisbringsusto inaugurations. Y ou gart with conventions out of town, but the
inauguration winds up right on the Capitol's doorstep. What kind of roles did your office have with

inauguretions.

SCOTT: Weél, that wasrather interesting. Our office dways had dl the members of the
Supreme Court to use our back room, our dining room, to robe. It was usualy cold, and they'd put
their robes on over their coats. So when they appeared on the platform they were dl in their robes.
The Secretary of the Senate would lead them. We had the diagrams of each group that would go out
on the platform, where they would sit, and everything like that. They would put on their robes, and we
would serve them coffee back in our dining room. One of the things | remember about that was Chief
Justice [Warren| Burger in 1972 had been on a bike and had broken hisfinger. And | had had a car hit
me, and | had broken my finger, so we had alot to commiserate about. [laughs] Four years later at the
Carter inauguration, | was saying "Remember about the finger, and how have you been.” | waskidding

him,
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saying "Y ou're the most important person in the United States today becauise you're going to swear in
the new President, without you it wouldn't hgppen." We had alot of fun.

Always before, after the inauguration, there would be aluncheon for the Presdent and his
family and certain guests. One year back in Truman'stime it wasin Mr. Bifflés office. At other timesit
was around the Senate reception room, in these forma luncheons, and everybody outside had to wait
till the luncheon would be over and everybody had their seats and then the inaugurd parade would
begin. The President would then go down to the reviewing stand. Anyway, the time when Carter was
inaugurated he changed everything. He decided not to have the luncheon in the Capitol. He decided to
have a box luncheon on the way, for those who were going to be in the parade. So Chief Justice
Burger told me, "Y ou know, thisis very strange, because we wanted to host aluncheon over in the
Supreme Court." He and his wife wanted to have aluncheon on inauguration day. But he said, "We
couldn't do it because he wanted me to be in the parade. On top of that, we found out it was going to
be abox lunch." Since Mrs. Burger wasn't dlowed to have any sdt on her diet, he had asandwich in
his pocket under his robe. [laughg] Hiswife had asked him to carry her sandwich, so when they'd go
down she wouldn't have to eat the box lunch, she could have her sandwich. Shewas going to wear a
fitted coat to the inauguration and she was afraid if she carried the sandwich in an ingde pocket of the
coat it would look like she was pregnant. She didn't want people wondering about that. So he
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sad, "Here'sthe sandwich." And there it was under hisrobe. So when he swore the President in he
had a sandwich in his pocket. That was just one of the little things.

Of course, another incident was back during Nixon's inauguration when Imelda Marcos came
to town. Senator Mansfield and Frank were close to the Marcoses, and they went to the Philippines a
lot. Governor Imades, who was her brother, wasin our office quite alot. He used to keep inviting me
to Manila. | think her uncle was ambassador. | think her brother was connected with something about
China, in connection with the Philippines. And the Marcoss two boys were page boys, and then their
daughter worked for a short time for the Democratic Policy Committee, and then over on the House
dde. But to get back to this story, it was Nixon's inauguration, and Mrs. Marcos evidently called
Senator Mandfield who called Frank. She didn't have aticket to go to the inauguration. Here she was
the wife of the head of a country, and she was in town.

Thiswasterrible, because at the last minute these tickets were just like diamonds. We had
used them dl up and even had step seats. So Senator Mandfield caled and we had to quick do
something about getting aticket for Imeda. We findly got aticket from someplace, and of course
inauguration day is S0 hectic, it'sjust like the conventions. So we had to get Darrell to go in the officid
car over to the Madison Hotd, to take aticket over to Imelda. We were going to have Imeldaand

some of her ladies-in-waiting come back to the office. My girlswere kind of excited,
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| wastoo, it would be kind of interesting to see ladies-in-waiting. | had met the boys, the page boys. |
don't think | ever met the daughter, but | hadn't met Imelda hersdf. Of course, Frank had gone down
there to the Philippines on different meetings, and he had stayed at Mdacanyan, the palace. He used to
kid me because | liked purple so much, and he said so much of the palace wasin purple. He had
pictures taken.

Anyway, Darrdl went down, kind of fussing and fuming, because you know the traffic was
horrendous. Even to get back to the Capitol you had to have aticket to get on the plaza, you had to
have aticket to get in the building, you had to have aticket to get up to our floor, you had to have a
ticket for our office, dl this stuff, back and forth. He went to the Madison Hotel. In the meantime,
Mrs. Marcos must have caled the White House, and they sent aticket for her. So Darrell came back
and he was al mad because he had to go al through Washington on inauguration day and she was
aready taken care of. She got the ticket from the White House.

RITCHIE: Sothe Secretary's job was basically to make sure that everything worked
smooathly in the middle of dl this chaos.

SCOTT: The Secretary had to lead the Supreme Court justices out to the platform.
Frequently then other Secretaries were included in the luncheon afterwards. The Kennedy inauguration
was the one that was redly something because the weather was so awful.
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The night before, oh, my, I'll never forget that. There was agalaa Congtitution Hall and other events
and | had tickets, and it snowed and snowed the night before the inauguration. LBJ had had a luncheon
in our office with Mrs. Johnson and his daughters. Then when the luncheon was over everybody |eft,
and | couldn't leave and | couldn't have VVernon, my chief messenger, leave, because Robert Hinckley,
who was the president of ABC, wanted to get aticket to come to the inauguration and we had one for
him. But he couldn't come the next day to the office to get a ticket—you couldn't get near the Capitol
without aticket. So he had to get it the night before. So everybody had gone, except my messenger
out there before we closed the office up, and | was waiting and waiting, and it was showing and
snowing. | wasthinking it was terrible that | had to stay in there so that Mr. Hinckley's chauffeur could
come and get the ticket. | findly caled again and said, ™Y ou'll have to send him over now, because the
whole building is going to be closed tomorrow and you have to get thisticket." So he came over.

The result was, | didn't get to leave 'till around three o'clock, and everybody was getting
snowbound. | had aticket in my hot little hand for the gala, ahundred dollar ticket. | heard the next
day that alot of people had gone over to the Carroll Arms[hotel]. They dept overnight, some of them
dept in their offices, so they could be back in the office the next day, or if they wanted to go to some of
these events. Anyway, | started out at three o'clock and | got stuck in the snow immediately. Then |

got aride with somebody, and then we went to some gas station
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for gas and got stuck again. Andthen | got abus. | got home at nine o'clock, six hours later. | livedin
Silver Spring with my Dad. And | couldn't even think about using the ticket to go to the gdla. The next
day, | had afriend who worked in the digtrict and he came over for me and brought me down the next
morning. They had hauled al the carsthat got stuck in the snow off the main streets, and we found my
car. That day was the Kennedy inauguration, and they had the Nationd Guard shovel snow dl night
long, so that the parade route would be open for the inaugural parade. So that Kennedy inauguration
I'll never forget.

| remember they said that one woman going to the gala that night at Condtitution Hall wasin a
cab and must have gotten so upset she died, shedied inthe cab. All kinds of stories came out of that.
And yet alot of people just stayed, they were smarter to Say, so they could get back the next morning.

Then of course the inaugura balswere fun. | went to the different inaugurd bals, Truman's,

Kennedy's, Johnson's, and Carter's. But the whole inaugural was avery exciting time.

RITCHIE: | suppose especialy when you knew the people who were being inaugurated.

SCOTT: Yed [laughg] I'm trying to remember, | think | sent LBJ alittle yellow rosefor his

button hole for that day. | remember when LBJ was dected Vice President, | was waking down the
hal with him and | was saying, "Were going to missyou a the
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Senate." The reason for that was the papers had come from the governor of Texas—see when he was
elected Vice President he was also elected to another Senate term. He was elected Senator and Vice
President the same year. So the governor from Texas had to send the papers saying that he had
resigned his seat that he had been elected to, to the Senate. And the papers had to come to us, and we
had to present them on the floor. So it was back there on Mr. Johnston's desk, and | ran into LBJin
the hal, and | had just been looking at that and thinking, "Oh, he's going to leave here after twelve
years" And | was waking down the hdl with him and | fdlt red bad about it.

Later on, at one of the White House receptions, Lady Bird said to me that was the happiest
twelve years of their lives, when they were in the Senate.

RITCHIE: AsVicePresdent he actudly stayed around the Senate alot more than some

other Vice Presidents.

SCOTT: Hedid, that's the "hands-on" operation of LBJ. And | told you when he went to the
Democratic Conference, which some of the Senators objected to. | know Mr. Johnston was very
concerned about that, because the Vice President was not a member of the Senate, he was a member
of the executive branch. He had no business being at the Democratic Conference. Because he was
who he was, | think they felt he was going to try and influence them, and it was wrong. Mr. Johnston |
think felt that. Asl sad, Mr.
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Johnston was a stickler for protocol.

RITCHIE: Did Lyndon Johnson continue to come down to the Secretary's office when he

was Vice President.

SCOTT: Oh, yes, and one night when he was President he cameiin. He actudly didn't get to
our office that night. The guard told me about this the next day. There was anight sesson, and we
werethere. The guard told me, "I want to tell you who wasin. Presdent Johnson was here” He
came in with just one Secret Service person, and the policeman thought: well, here comesthe
Presdent! [laughs] He said, "I'm going to go see Skeeter Johnston.” He was going to come to our
office. And heran into Dirksen, and Dirksen waylaid him and took to his office.

Onetime when LBJwas Mg ority Leader he got stuck in the elevator late one night, nearly
midnight. 1 don't know what he did, | guess he had to cal emergency, and then he got med, and he
sad that dl the eevator operators had to work till midnight from then on, because he got stuck in the
elevator. [laughs] He was very colorful.

RITCHIE: But when hewas Vice Presdent, did he continue to come in, during that period
from '61 to '63?

SCOTT: I'mtrying tothink. Yes, he came to many luncheons and receptionsin our office,
just as often as he had as L eader.
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They were close dl that time. | don't think he made his presence known officidly much after that
business a the Democratic Conference, | think he kind of stayed away from officid meetings. But |
know that they were aways very close.

End Interview #3

U.S. Senate Historical Office Oral History Project
www.senate.gov/history 169



POTPOURRI OF MEMORIES
Interview #4
Monday, June 15, 1992

RITCHIE: You sad you wanted to add some "potpourri?

SCOTT: Yes, jus alittle bit of this, that, and the other. There was one snowy day in the '60s
when the Senate went in sesson and not one of the officid reporters showed up. | think they must have
been staggered, because we had had night sessions, so | think some of them must have been scheduled
to comein alittle later. But nobody showed up at al, and the Senate went in session and nobody was
there to record it. Frank came flying back to the office. | thought, "Oh, my goodness, what kind of
emergency has happened. Maybe it wasafire” Hewent into his office and he got his tape recorder,
and he went back to the floor and he taped the actua proceedings. He made them start al over again
and taped it. Then in afew minutes one of the reporters did come. | guess he was held up in the traffic
in the snow.

Then another little item which | thought was interesting, when Vernon [Tabert] had retired, and
Ellsworth Dozier was chief messenger, Mr. Johnston, who was on the formd side, felt that he was
being closer to him and complimenting him by calling hisby hisfirs name, "Ellsworth.” Frank was just
the opposite, because Frank caled everybody by hisfirst name. But he cdled him "Mr.
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Dozier," to give him alittle bit more prestige. So | thought that was interesting, the contrast between the
two of them.

Another item which goes way back concerns Senator [Dennis| Chavez of New Mexico.
Whenever he would comein, he would aways come by my desk and say, "That'swhere | used to sit.”
He had worked in the Disbursing Office, Senator Chavez, before he was elected to the Senate. He
used to say, "l used to St right there.” So | guess part of the areawe had for our office had been part
of the Disbursing Office.

Senator [Stephen] Y oung of Ohio was avery independent Senator. He had determined that he
would only serve one term s0 he was not beholden to his congtituents. He had a reputation for
answering letters with very short replies—on occasion with one word: "no." | remember onetime he
went by my desk, and seeing my Coke, asked if it had "authority.” It took me a second to figure out
what he meant.

| just wanted to mention something that happened more recently—these are not chronological
at all—Senator [Robert C.] Byrd was supposed to make a speech at afund-raising dinner herein
Washington, and he invited me to come, without any notice, so | wasn't dressed formaly and had
nothing to change into. But he asked me just to come over and go that night with Ethel Lowe, who was
his persona secretary, and her husband. | went over to Senator Byrd's office, and Ethel Lowe had
dready changed into her evening gown, and she was going back and forth from his office where he was

working on the speech he was going to give. Because
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it was agood opportunity, it was afund raiser, and he was the main spesker. It wasimportant. She
kept coming out and changing it, and typing it, and stapling it, and changing it, o | thought that didn't
auger very well. We went to the dinner and | sat there at the table with Mrs. Byrd and Ethel and her
husband and some of the others. And the speech wasn't that good. It was dl about driving through
Wes Virginiaand looking at an old, old house that was dl neglected and the grass was growing up
around it, and the paint had faded, and it just looked awful. And he said, "That reminds me of the
Republican party.” Then he said the same thing over, and over, and over again. That wasthe whole
thrust of the speech. When he got back to the table, nobody said anything. Nobody complimented him
or anything. | remember that so well.

The next day, he came right into my office and sat down at my desk and said, "Well, Scottie,
how did you like my speech?" [laughg] | thought, "Oh, my goodness, what am | going to say?' | was
on the spot, and | didn't want to lie. | thought if | lied held never believe me again, and | just wasn't
going to lie, and yet | didn't know what to say diplomaticaly. However, | was so fortunate because |
had been to another luncheon just aweek before in Frank's place, he used to send me sometimes when
he couldn't go. It had been over in the Old Senate Office Building. 1t was just asmdl group, and he
made a speech that time which was great. He personalized it. He would say, "So and so and so and
50, Don." "So and so and so and so, Mike." Mike Manatos was there. "So and so and so and so,

Dorothye™ And that put you right into it, and
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everybody was helping him dong. It wasdl kind of atogether thing. At the end everybody clapped,
and he kept saying, "Come on, come on, you can do better than that—more applause.” And
everybody got red cheerful and in the spirit. So | remembered that speech and | thought, "At least |
can say that, thank goodness.” So | told him, | said, "Waell, senator, | didn't like it aswell as the speech
you mede at this other occasion.” | told him, "That was so good because you involved everybody, and
everybody redly enjoyed it, and they were with you oniit. | redly did like that one better." At least |
told the truth! [laughs]

He sad, "Oh, well, | should have taken my fiddle and fiddled for the dinner instead of
gpesking." The next day, he decided he was going to come in and give afiddling concert for the page
boys in the cloakroom, to which we were invited. 1've forgotten whose turn it was to stay late, one of
my girls, Murid Anderson who's ill with Joe Stewart, left, and then Hossie and | stayed. They went
out of session around 7:30. The invitation was from Bill Wannal to come into the cloakroom and hear
Senator Byrd fiddle. So Flosse and | went in, and Flossie took her tape recorder and she taped it.
The very next day he was back again, and we dl had to it and ligen to it al over again! [laughs] He sat
there and listened to the tape with us. So that was my adventure with Senator Byrd's speech.

Then there was another little item, back when Elizabeth Ray wrote her book, she was
appointed by Congressman Wayne Hays, and
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wasn't ableto type—didn't type at al. So therewasalot of controversy about it, so much so that she
decided that she might aswell go ahead and write a book and capitdize on dl this publicity, dthough it
was adverse, she was going to get something out of it. The book that she wrote was put together so
quickly—somebody gave me acopy of it—that al the pages were mixed up. They weren't even put in
correctly. She sat over there in one of the card shops on B Street and autographed it in the window.
Following that, alot of the Senators used to come up and make the same standing joke. They'd say,
"Canyou type?" The girls were getting kind of tired of it. One day Senator [Quentin] Burdick camein
and | remember when Lois Schering was my third girl in the outer office, and Senator Burdick used to
use her typewriter every oncein awhile. | overheard him say to her, "Can you type?' And she sad,
"Wel, | can type, too." [laughs]

Those are some of the little highlights. Another one was when Vice President [Nelson|
Rockefdler was sworn in, after we had our three Vice Presdents in eighteen months. When he was
sworn in he had to go through the same orientation that we reserved for dl the new Senators. Hewas
gppointed Vice President and had to come in and go through the whole thing. Everybody thought it
was kind of unusud for a Rockefdler to have to sign up for his hospitdization plan. [laughs]

One other thing, in connection with the work that we had with the embasses and some of the
foreign matters. We were hepful when the Chinese liaison office was established. They used to come
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to usfor help in connection with their dinners they wanted to have, to invite the members of Congress
and cement rlations. We were kind of helpful in getting the invitations ddivered for them. Following
that, | went to a couple of receptions with Frank to the Chinese liaison office. Then one day it was
primary eection day in the Didtrict, and they wanted to know if Frank could take some of them to the
different precincts. So hedidnt doiit, but | did it. That was interesting.

RITCHIE: They wanted to see how an election operated?

SCOTT: They wanted to see what democracy was dl about. So | made arrangements to
take them to three different precincts. | made arrangements with the peoplein charge. 1t was
interesting because | was kind of looking at it through their eyes, and | was trying to show off what
democracy was dl aout. They asked me alot of questions, and we got the forms, and they watched
the people vote, and they watched the people walking around outside, and they got the whole picture.
It was interesting to see how they reacted.

RITCHIE: Didyou get a sense of what their impression was?

SCOTT: Yes, they were very respectful and very interested, and very complimentary about it.

It was very nice, it redly was, | felt red good. After that, they invited me for tea a the liaison office,
but | had an engagement and | couldn't go. It was
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late in the afternoon by the time we finished. Frank was kidding me about it afterwards, he said, "If you
ever retire, you could be socid secretary at the Chinese liaison office.”

Then coming back to who caled what people by what names, this goes way back. Mr.
Johnston, whom | aways cdled "Mr. Johnston,” used to dways cal me "Miss Scott.” All my friends
held cdl by thelr first names, but | was dways "Miss Scott.” One of my friends from Senator Lucas
office one afternoon stopped over for me because we were going someplace, and | was finishing up
some work, and he said to her: "June, will you go ahead and cal the Spesker's office” But | was"Miss
Scott.” Onetime | was S0 surprised because | heard Mr. Johnston tell someone on the phone, "Well,
cal Scottie”" Everybody cdled me Scottie. And he said "Scottie” and | couldn't believe it was coming
out of his mouth!

The other items | made notes on were the Robert Kennedy nation and the funerd train.

| don't know whether you want to talk about that now.

RITCHIE: We could tak about that now, and well come back to some of those things later
on, but as long as you have notes on them you might as well talk about them now.

SCOTT: Yes, these are somethings | wanted to be sure not to forget. Well, that was redly
something because | guess that Ethel Kennedy must have fdt that she wanted to do the same kind of
dramatic thing that Jackie had done when President John Kennedy was
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killed. I think this must have been behind her fedings. | had met them origindly when Bobby Kennedy
was counsdl of the Senate Investigating Subcommittee, of which Ruth Wett was the chief clerk. | told
you about that Christmas party. Well, anyway, the night of the funerd, Angie Novello—who was one
of my "sggters” the group that we had we dl caled each other "sgters,” and Ruth and Walter "mother
and father"—anyway, Angie Novello who was his persond secretary was the one in charge of dl the
arrangements up in New Y ork, at the funeral and on the funerd train. Ruth and Walter went up to
New York, and Walter Watt was a pallbearer.

Angie was the one whom we contacted to find out about the timing of the funerd train coming
in, because the Senators wanted to wait and go out for the services a Arlington Nationa Cemetery.
Of course, they were hanging around and waiting and it was hours and hours before that train came in.
It wasjust forever. The amosphere in my office was just getting more and more morbid and
depressed, it wasjust awful. I'll never forget it. And remember that that funera train took so long,
went so dowly, and there were two people killed, if you remember, on the tracks, coming out to |ook.
We kept thinking, "Why wouldn't they wait until the next day to have the services?' The time went on
and on and the Senators were till waiting. What we were trying to do was have buses for them to go
out as agroup to Arlington Nationad Cemetery, and we were in charge of doing that. When the train
findly did come, then Frank went out with Senator Mandfield. Buit it was like about 8:30 a night. It
was dark, and it wasjust awful. | felt
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like the office was afunerd parlor that day, the way the Senators were coming in congtantly and
waiting. When Frank did leave, | went in his office and watched it on TV. | thought, "Wdll, I'm here, |
might aswell go ahead." And it was heart bresking, there they were with the candles and everything in
the dark.

When Senator Kennedy was shot, Senator Mansfield must have called Frank as soon as he
heard about, which was like about five o'clock in the morning, I'm sure, because Frank caled me right
away. It must about been around five o'dlock in the morning. He said, "Get over to the office right
away." Sowefdt that we were kind of asad part of it. 1t wasdl so dramatic and so sad. But I'll
never forget it. Angie Novelo was very devoted to him. | had known her when she was with him
those years when he was counsel to the committee and when he was a Senator. We used to have
some New Y ear's breskfasts out at Ruth and Walter Watt's. Half of us would be Republicans and half
would be Democrats [laughs]. And the thing that was interesting about that was that Angie Novello
and Rose Mary Woods were two of the same group; and, of course, were on the opposite Sides. But
we il see each other occasiondly. Angie worked for Bobby Kennedy when he wrote the book, The
Enemy Within, following his work on the Senate Investigating Subcommittee, and aso when he was
Attorney Genera. She returned with him when he was dected to the Senate.

| remember one evening when we were having a birthday dinner downtown, and Angie hadn't

joined us as she was working late. Winnie DeWeese (who used to work for Mr. Loeffler and then the
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Republican Policy Committee) caled Bob and asked him to let Angie leave so she could cometo our
dinner. Angie used to say she was going to give fourteen years of her life to working for Bob Kennedy.
She remained close to the Kennedy family after his death and asssted Ethel Kennedy at that time. She
went on to other positions, among them working at our embassy in Copenhagen.

RITCHIE: They were old friends from back in the days when they were secretaries?

SCOTT: That'sright. We had known them for along time; and there was this one group of
friends—the girls dways said we were "sigters" and Ruth and Wadter were "mother and father.”
Senator Aiken and Lolawere part of the "family.” That's what we called oursdves. Onewas"Uncle
Bob Holcomb," and Carl Fogle was "cousn” from the Architect's office. All of uslooked forward to
our lunch hours together and went back to our offices redly refreshed by the stimulating conversation
and vigt with our close friends. "Buck" was our waiter, and "Vi" our bus girl.

Frequently, Senator Aiken would have lunch with us. He was an unofficid member of "the
family," and later of course he and Lolawere married. Every Wednesday was "rum pie day.” Weal
looked forward to that and often split pieces. Ruth did us one better. Sheld have adice at lunch time
and aso take a piece back to her office for the afternoon. One of our "ssters” Tempie Bailey, who

worked for the Joint Committee on Printing, was well endowed. One
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day at our table the cocktail-length necklace which she was wearing broke, and instead of the beads
dropping down to her lap, they bounced to the other end of the table. This was a standing joke from
then on.

Lolawas far-sghted and we used to kid her about having to hold the menu nearly at the other
end of the table for her to read it. Some days we would go down and have allittle picnic in the grotto
on the Capitol grounds, our whole group, including Senator Aiken.

Speaking of luncheons, Dottie McCarty knew how much | enjoyed arranging the luncheonsiin
our conference room, and she had gotten Mr. Johnston's permission to give one for me there on my
birthday. | wastold | was being taken out for lunch and when Tempie called for me a my desk | went
into the backroom to get my coat. (Mr. Johnston and | kept oursin awardrobe closet there)) Asl
passed through the inner office, he got this agonized look on hisface! When | stepped into the
conference room everyone was there, and | had spoiled the surprise! Tempie was going to have
walked me around the hall to get to the conference room door. | remember Dottie gasped, "Y ou dirty
dog!" After the luncheon | was opening the presents (some were "unmentionables’) and wondering if
LBJwould come waking in any minute.

RITCHIE: Aslong asyou are mentioning that group, could you tell me alittle bit about Rose
Mary Woods? She was here as Nixon's secretary when he was a Senator and then as Vice President.
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SCOTT: That'sright. I've known her for thirty years. She'sasweet girl. Asamatter of fact,
| usudly see her when | come back to Washington, and we have lunch severd times. Shelsavery
sncere and lovely person, sheredly truly is. | think the world of her. | hope shesnotill. Shetold me
the other day on the phone she was having some tests, and she was going to cal me. I've taked to her
acouple of times snce, and shesfine.

Rose was so0 devoted. They used to cdl her "the fifth Nixon." She till has an apartment at
Watergate which is a duplex up and down. | remember when she first came back when he was
Presdent, we dl went over there. They dways had the officid White House car standing outside the
Watergate where her gpartment was—2500 Virginia Avenue—waiting for her. They would drive her
to work in the morning and drive her home a night and so on. The car was dways there until she was
home for the night. Sheisvery religious. And she used to tel me—I'm sure it kept on through her time
when he was President—she went to Mass every morning. She and | are both Catholics. | remember
when she mentioned that.

Anyway, when she came back we went to vist her there. It was Ruth and Walter and some
other friends, including, | think, Liz Voth who used to work for Senator Schoeppd. She had so many
different pictures of the Nixons upgtairs in her den which she had on the second floor. Then, the
different years | came back | would see her, and | noticed most of the pictures were gone except one

that she has of Presdent Nixon and hiswife on thelr anniversary.
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It seemed like she had—not broken relations—but that she had decided it was timely now to take
them down, now that she wasn't working for him any longer. She has stayed in close touch with them
and attended the dedication of the Nixon Library in Cdiforniarecently. | helped her pick out her
clothesfor that occasion.

Sheisjust awonderful girl. Well, that getsinto the Nixon resgnation. Do you want to tak
about that?

RITCHIE: Ummmhmmm.

SCOTT: Wehad awindow in the Secretary's office that you probably remember, a circular
window with aformer verson of the Senate seal. 1t is o pretty. Y ou can seeit when you come up
the Senate steps outside the Secretary's office. | had a smdl televison set which | asked if we could
have there while the Watergate hearings were going on. | had it on very, very low. It didn't interfere
with our work because it was just going on so long. | remember when they got to the part when they
were saying about the Nixon tapes, | thought, "Oh, my word!" | think the man's name was
[Alexander] Butterfidd. He said that was dl taped. | flew into Frank to tel him. All of thisisgoing to
be something. That seemed to me that was the beginning of the end as far as the fact that he was redlly
going to beindicted by the House Judiciary Committee.

| remember the day that he resigned. | felt so bad—not only for Rose, but | thought being a
citizen—it had to be agony. Our
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Presdent had to resign. | redly fdt awful, and | thought how | would have felt had it been Mr.
Johngton, or Frank or something—my bossl And | knew Rose was very sentimental, and | thought,
"How in the world could | tll her | was thinking of her?* | knew if | caled the White House it would
be amad house; and | couldn't possibly get through to her. So | sent her atelegram.

Wed been friends al those years. Of course, | didn't see as much of her because she was so
busy. But we pick up whenever we get together again. | talk to her sometimes by phone from Pam
Springs. She's aterrible correspondent! [laughs] Once in awhile shell send a card with something
pretty on it, but she doesn't write like alot of people do. But, anyway, | sent the telegram.

RITCHIE: What did the tedlegram say?

SCOTT: I think | just said | wasthinking of her. | just wanted her to know | was thinking of
her. That was the main thing—to know that thereisafriend sanding by. She wrote me aredly sweet
letter afterwards, in acknowledgment. She dways talks about those days.

Severd of us used to have these luncheons. Ruth Watt was the "mother” of this group. Every
summer when | would come back, we'd have al the girls together, and sheld take pictures. Thiswent
on for saverd years. And at one of the luncheons we were kidding Rose about writing abook. She

sad that if she ever did write abook it would be something about her trips because she made
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al those trips with him. She had alot of different souvenirs. She just thought that might be interesting.

Onetime afew years back, | had just gotten a camcorder. So | took the camcorder and asked
her if | could take some of her apartment. So many of her keepsakes are things she bought on her trips
with him. | sad that would be interesting. | said, "Would you mind?' And she said, "No." So we took
alittle movie of her gpartment; and she liked it so well | got her a copy which she sent to her sgter.

She described as we walked around her gpartment al the different trips. When they went to Russa
and here, there, and everywhere, where she had gotten each souvenir.

Rose was just awonderful girl. When Presdent Nixon was Vice Presdent and he had the
office in the Capitol, he used to have us over once in awhile to see some of the things that he brought
back from those trips. He was very cordid. One time when he was President he invited us to one of
the White House prayer bregkfasts. I'm sure it must have been Rose's doing, but Dottie McCarty and |
wereinvited. That was when the Johnsons came, and | think he did that on purpose, too.

That was very nice because not only was the President there, but there was the whole Johnson
family. | think that was when Lynda was very pregnant.

If you redly want to talk about Rose alittle more, she was out in San Clemente for quite
awhile, helping him write hisbook. When | first went out to Palm Springs, she was going to come over

and see me one time, and to see Eloise De La O, who used to work
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for Senator Anderson of New Mexico, who was avery dear friend of hers. | knew her, too. Rose
sad, wouldnt it be fun for the three of usto get together. And | said, "Well, just come to PAm Springs
any time you can." But the only time she came to PAm Springs we couldn't get together because she
was with some other people, and she got al tied up with them. She kept calling me, but she couldn't
get away. So, shesad, "Any timeif you are up near San Clemente, be sure and call.”

My cousin and | were going to go up to Newport Beach, and we were going to op in La
Costaand have lunch there. | thought | would cal Rose, and Rose said, "Oh be sure and come over.”
So we went over to the Western White House. Thething | remember about that wasit was al under
patrol. Shesad, "I'll have your name a the gate, and just come on over."

So we went to alittle shop there in San Clemente, and we found out whereto go. It was
Saturday afternoon, and everything was red quiet. Nobody was on duty! No guards or anything on
duty which I had expected. There were these two gates, and we got out; we couldn't find anybody.
And my cousin and | thought, "Where is everything?' We saw something that was grey and looked like
atrash can. We went over, and we sarted trying to push the gate, even kicking it. All of a sudden this
voice came out of nowhere, "Can | hdp you?' [laughs|—out of the trash can! It turned out to be an
electronic system. | said, "Dorothye Scott to see Rose Mary Woods" Evidently, they had the

ingructions wherever this was coming from; and the gates opened up! Then we went in.
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The office was right on the Pacific Ocean. And her roomwas right next to his. Rosg's office
was very nice, and she had a patio overlooking the grass and the weater. Right next to hers was
President Nixon's office, and he had the same set-up. She said, "Oh, | would love to take you in and
talk to him; but heisworking on hisbook. And when he isworking on abook, he gets so degp into it
that you just can't interrupt him." Thiswas like about one-thirty on a Saturday afternoon. | thought we
were only going to be there about twenty minutes. Asit was, we stayed—I don't know—two and a
haf or three hours.

She had apicture of David Frost on alittle table next to a chair, and she told us such interesting
gories. She sad, when he interviewed the Boss—of course she dways cdled Nixon "the Boss."
"When he interviewed the Boss" she said, "'Y ou know whet he did?' "He would take the different
things and he would edit them, and he would take out alot of what Nixon said. And then he would put
inalot of what he hadn't said to Nixon! So he changed the whole thing around.” And she said, "You
know the reason the Boss did this was because he was having alot of suits againgt him, and he waan't
having the government to pay for any of the lawyers and expenses for the suits.” | don't know what
they paid him, but she said, "Those are the reasons why he did it." She said that she had come back to
Washington for something—I don't know if it was an operation or what—but she wasn't there when the
interviews actualy went on. She said, "If | had been there, | wouldn't have
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let the President do that! | would have inssted that he just do it live without any changes"" See?

So much so that when she was asked by Barbara Walters for an interview, she told her, "I'll be
glad to do it; but it's got to be live. It cannot be changed.” So shelearned. | didn't seethat. | wish |
had known about it. | would have loved to have seenit. | bet she did aterrificjob. That wasjust one
of the things she talked about.

We were there so long and after awhile, Rose said that one of the other staff members whom |
had known back when President Nixon was Vice President was aso working. We went down to see
her in one other room of the suite of offices. Rose was saying lot of the different veterans would come
in with their families just to thank him for his efforts in connection with their return from the war.

We went outside her office onto her patio to take pictures. And we looked in, and there he
was, gtting there. He had aflag right there, by his desk. He turned around as though to say, "Well,
who isthis?' [laughs] Sowe saw him from adistance. It wasred funny. My cousin is acomedian;
and when Rose and | |€ft the office, we walked down to see one of the other staff members who was
working late Saturday afternoon, whom | had known. My cousin was at the door, right there where
Nixon was in the next office—oh, she was so tempted to go in! And she was saying, "l was gonna go
likethis' [hand intheair, familiar Nixon gesture] "I am not acrook!" [laughg] But, of course, she
didn't dare!
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Wehad plansto meet thisfriend up in Newport Beach and had no idea it was going to be so
late. So my cousin Marilyn caled he—Emily Holden, aformer friend from Philadephia— and said, "'
am cdling from San Clemente” She wasn't paliticaly oriented. She said, "San Clemente?' Marilyn
was S0 excited because there we were. Rose said that she would have liked to take us over to the
manson—that's what they cdl it, the Western White House—but Tricia was having some kind of a
party. We did see his golf cart, though, the Rolls Royce-front golf cart that had been presented to him
was right there by the entrance to the mansion.

Asl say, | was privileged that Rose would let us come. | had no idea that we would stay that
long! It was probably dow for her; he wasin there writing. | think, too, | redly, truly do, that she
gppreciated that we were good friends and she had been through a rugged, rough time—the fact that
good friends who would stand by. Thisisthe way weve dways fdt, and sheisavery dear friend of

mine

RITCHIE: Back inthe's50's, it sounds like there was alot of socidizing between the parties.

SCOTT: Yed Oh, definitdly, yes

RITCHIE: And partisan loyalty didn't keep people apart.
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SCOTT: No,itdidn't. When | started out with the Secretary of the Mgority, Mr. [Carl]
Loeffler was Secretary to the Minority. Winnie Burgess Sanborn DeWeese—she married three
times—was his secretary. And she and | were very close friends. We were there so much at night.
Her office wasright next to ours on the gallery floor at the Capitol. We would go down to the Senate
restaurant and have dinner before going back up to the office. | remember when Mr. Loeffler was
elected Secretary of the Senate, and he went downgtairs to the Secretary's office, | wrote her alittle
poem that "the upgtairs loss was the downgtairs gain.” She was going down to the Secretary of the
Senaté's office. One was the mgority; one was the minority. But we worked very closdly, absolutely.
When Senator Henry Cabot Lodge defeated Senator [ David] Walsh of Massachusetts, Winnie sent
Senator atelegram: "Wheeeg!"

RITCHIE: Itwasaniceddeof the socid life of the Senate.

SCOTT: Yes. Non-patisanship. Asamatter of fact, dong that line, in those days they used
to say some of the Senators would redly debate heatedly on the floor, and they could come off the
floor with their arms around each other. | think it was good because they worked together—despite

the system of checks and balances.
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RITCHIE: Wel, | wanted to talk about some of the Senators of thetime. But thereisone
Senator who seems to have stretched the boundaries of al that when you were there, and that was Joe
McCarthy, who was a big force in the Senate for along Stretch of time.

SCOTT: Oh, yes. Foralot of bad things.

RITCHIE: Couldyou tdl me about McCarthy and your views of McCarthy?

SCOTT: Yes Wadl, | remember | first met him when we were going up to the cafeteriain the
Senate Office Building; and Vic Johnston worked for him. Hewas very cordid. And, of course, he
was the chairman of Ruth's committee for awhile. We would go over to the Carroll Arms sometimes
for lunch. And he would send drinks over to us. He was very gppreciative, I'm sure, of Ruth; and we
were with her for birthday luncheons and things like that.

Vic Johnston was the one who followed Truman around—I mean who followed Mr. Biffle
around, remember when Truman was running againgt Dewey. Remember that? And | remember there
was a cartoon in the paper, it was supposed to be alittle plane following Mr Biffle around back at that
eectiontime. Vic Johnston was doing that.

RITCHIE: Keepaneyeonwhat he was doing?
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SCOTT: Yes But Senator McCarthy—it wasjust terrible. | think the thing that stayed in my
mind—I don't know if it was Time magazine or Newsweek with a picture—a portrait—of Senator
McCarthy and—it was black! All the mud he was throwing at everybody ese was coming on hisface.
It was terrible—so much o that it was kind of strange, not funny.

My cousin was so excited about al the McCarthy hearings, more so than the Watergate
hearings. And you know that [Joseph] Welsh, that lawyer. My aunt and my cousin from Philadelphia
were S0 interested. They wanted to come down here and wanted to know if | could get them into the
hearings. So Ruth arranged for them to have seats. And, you know, they wouldn't stay with my father
and meout in Siver Spring. We had ahome in Slver Spring, then. They wanted to stay & the Carroll
Arms[laughs]. They wanted to stay where the things were going on. Of course, they did; and they
went to some of the hearings. But then | remember | was driving around one night and we passed the
new State Department building down there a 21t and Virginia. And Aunt Louise said to me, "Is that
where dl the communigs are?' [laughs] And | felt so bad!

At the end, Senator McCarthy would stand there on the Senate floor with a blank piece of
paper. And he would wave it around. He would say, "I have here alist of communigtsin the State
Depatment.” | think, findly, everybody got his number after the hearing.

Waan't it Welsh who said to him, "Senator, have you no decency?' That was very dramdtic. |

remember he would try so hard
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to have the newspapermen pay attention to him. They used to follow him down the hall and everything.
He was redly news for awhile. He tried so hard to have them pay attention; and finaly they wouldnt.

| think he got very, very frustrated. And, of course, back in those days he married—I think her name
was Jean Kerr.

Senator Millard Tydings from Maryland was running for redection, remember? And they got
some pictures together and they put them with Hoffa or someone, and this was one of the reasons that
Senator Tydings was defeated. | knew him. He was avery dignified, fine man. It got to the point it
was just terrible.

| was at an Adminidrative Assstants party over in the cafeteriain the new Senate office
building, | guessit was, and somebody came up to me when | was waiting for the elevator and said
Senator McCarthy had just died. He had been in the hospital for liver problems because of dl his
drinking. 1 guess his broken heart and frustration and al brought it on. | remember so well how the
word spread at the party that he had died.

After that, it was probably one or two days later, Jean McCarthy was dlowed through one of
the rules of the Senate to have his casket in on the floor—right in the Senate Chamber. And she did
that. She did everything she could to get back at the Senate because the Senate had censured him, and
he was redly just kind of taken care of and "condemned,” that's the word, | suppose.

Anyway, there was his casket in there on the Senate floor; and nobody went near the place. It
was right across the hall from me—across from the Secretary's office. Nobody! Nobody went in dl
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day long. | think that was kind of cold. Along that line—just as a contrast, we were talking about
Senator Lucas the other day, when Senator Lucas died, Margaret McMahon (his Adminigtrative
Assgant) put some flowersin on his desk in the chamber after he died. | was thinking of the difference
for Senator Lucas, the former Senator Mg ority Leader, the little honor, the flowers that spoke alot.
And Senator McCarthy lying there al day long and nobody going near the place. | remember that very
well. You had the emations and the fedings. There he was—right acrossthe hal. And nobody went
near.

| know Ruth worked closely with him and everything, and I'm sure he was a hard worker; but
he went around about it the wrong way. Hejust lied, and it dl came back to him like that portrait on
the front of the magazine.

RITCHIE: Did it creste adifficult aamosphere in the Senate? All those charges?

SCOTT: Oh,Ithink so! Oh, it wasterrible! And that new word "McCarthyism" was the
result of it. 1t wasaterribletime, | thought. It wasjust aterribletime. And | was sure that Ruth had
loydties to him and so on, and he was very nice persondly, whenever we would see him at the Carrall
Arms. That's where we used to have some of our birthday lunches. Some of the girls would go over

there. Butit'sashame. He could have had a different career entirely.
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RITCHIE: What about him persondly? You said he sent drinks over. Did you ever have
any chaswith him a dl?

SCOTT: No, not persondly, not one-on-one. At that first day | met him, hewasfirg in line
behind me going into the cafeteria. And Vic Johnston was there, and he was introducing him. And as|
say when | was with Ruth he would come over to our table at different times. | knew some people
from his gaff, but | don't think | redly got to tak to him like some of the others.

| wasjust thinking about some of the others. Like, when | was just walking over here from
Union Station, | was thinking about this building the "Hart Building." And | remember when Senator
[Philip] Hart first found he had his cancer. Heand | sat out front on the Senate steps a the Capital.
He was waiting for somebody; and | was waiting for somebody. | was just sitting there, thinking about
how much | admired him. He just took it all without any upset condition. They got a hospital bed for
him a home, and he knew it. He was very cdm about it. | was thinking how proud he would be—the
Hart Building.

RITCHIE: Wadl, they named it for him while he was ill in the Senate—December of '76.
Just before he died. So he did know.

SCOTT: Sohedid know, yes. He was a nice person, very quiet and nice.
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Widll, anyway, that's the story of Senator McCarthy. Those were terrible days, | thought. The
sad thing about that was al the different people whose careers he ruined—all the things held say about
them. And then, when they found out the charges were lies, that news would be placed back in the
back part of the newspapers. Y et they had made such news. People are gullible—like they are about
[Ross] Perot right now [laughs)].

RITCHIE: Sincewere taking about variousindividua Senators, | took out a copy of the
Congressional Directory, | picked up 1956, mid-way in the 1950's, and | thought if you just took a

look down theligt.

SCOTT: All right.

RITCHIE: And made some references to some of the Senators. George Aiken is number
one, and you've been talking about him. But just looking over the names may remind you of other
individuas who stood out in your mind.

SCOTT: There was Clinton Anderson. Hewasvery nice. Asl say, EloiseDelLaO
was his persona secretary. | remember he was at one of the conventions, | think he was with Mr. and
Mrs. W. H. McMains who had been with Senator [Carl] Hatch; and Mr. McMains had worked with
us on the Platform Committee at two conventions. | don't think Mr. Johnston was there. It wasa

social occasion,
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and Senator Anderson was very nice and friendly there a the Democratic Convention.

RITCHIE: It was Senator Anderson who "fixed up" Henry Jackson with his secretary a one
point. Mrs. Jackson was a staff member for Senator Anderson

SCOTT: Yes That'sright. That'strue.

RITCHIE: It'sinteresting the relationship between Senators and secretaries and their staff.

SCOTT: WEél, and Senator Long of Louisianamarried Carolyn Basin. She worked for
Senator Hoey. And she became Senator Long's second wife.

RITCHIE: Wel so many of the secretaries have been called a"second wife' because they
take care of the Senators so much; and they devote themselves for their whole lives, redly. Even
beyond their political career.

SCOTT: That'sright. That wastheway it wasfor Lolaand Senator Aiken. She worked for
him back when he was Governor—worked for him for twenty-six years. And then his wife would

comein oncein awhile
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There was another little story there [laughs]. Back when Senator Aiken was there, Mrs. Aiken
did comein onetime. So Lolaand Betty Quinn, | think it was, were trying to bered cordid to the
Senator'swife. They stopped what they were doing. After dl, it was Mrs. Aiken, and they wanted to
be friendly. So she went home and told the Senator, and he told Lola, that they didn't have enough
work to do and they weren't working very hard. Here they were trying to be nicel  After she passed
on acouple of years, then Senator Aiken would go with usto dl the swimming parties and dl the
different things

Lolawould go with him to dl the different functions and be his Washington hostess. He wasthe
one who used to fed he was being red frugal. But there were alot of expenses then, when you have to
have a place here and a place back therein Vermont. And then aso dl the expensesin connection
with the Cherry Blossom fedtivities and dl the things you had to host. | remember, he used to say that.

One of the campaigns they had—you remember they had to report before and after expenses
they incurred—and one report showed he had spent $14.75 in the campaign!  He and Lolawere so
well known around. He was an "old shoe," and they were very, very closefriends. | thought the world
of them. 1 think | mentioned | had the first wedding reception luncheon a my office which was so nice
for me. | fet so thrilled, and they seemed to enjoy the wedding cake.
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That's something €l se about Lola, too. When people asked her about her age because she was
younger than he, she would say: "Anybody who would tell that would tell anything." And then there
was another thing she said when they were going to ask her, shéd say, "Wadll, if you have enough nerve
to ask methat, | have enough nerve to refuse to answer.” She was pretty much on the ball. They were
just alovey couple.

Senator Aiken was so interesting. He would say so much in such ashort way and short time,
He was o succinct. He would go right to the point, and | dways fdt and think alot of people felt that
he was adviser to so many Presidents. And he would do what he believed in no matter what! He was
completely unsdfish. To me he was avery interesting person and a very interesting Senator, and | think
| could say was agood friend.

| have his diaries, which he autographed for me. And one time a couple of years ago Bill and
Harriet Ridgely and | were over and spent the night up a Lolasin Montpelier, Vermont. And she had a
couple of his books and wanted to know if | wanted one. She said she would autograph it. | said,
Wl the Senator himsdlf had autographed mine.

Senator Magnuson came in when | had Senator Aiken's book on my desk, and he said, "Oh,
I've got one of those. Will you get him to autograph it for me?" | thought that was so funny. Asking
me to get Senator Aiken to autograph it. Senator Aiken loved feeding the pigeons, too; and | have
pictures of him standing outside the Senate Office Building doing that.
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Thereis something el se there kind of frivolous about the Senators. Can | tell you about that?

RITCHIE: Sure.

SCOTT: It'swhen | becameablond [laughg]. | went down to FHorida one time with Dottie
McCarty and her sister. People had suggested to me about doing that, and | asked them to be sure
and let me know if they didnt likeit or if they liked it. And when | came back it was big news
[laughs] Senator Aiken—thisiswhy | remember this—camein and we had this archway as you come
into my inner office. And he backed up in the archway like he was going to faint. [laughs]

And then Senator Magnuson camein. And he stopped right in the middle of the room, and he
looked at me, and he said, "Wel!"

Senator [John] Stennis didn't likeit. | ran into him onetime in the hdlway, and he said, "Oh,
please, go back to your dark hair." That's a persond thing, but Senators were so interested.

RITCHIE: Wél, they were observant.

SCOTT: And then to makeit redly worse, our number thee girl, Linda, had blond hair. And
Flosse had dark hair, and here | was with the blond hair. So the next day, just to be funny, Flosse
decided to wear ablond wig. When she went into the inner office, Frank said, "Oh, my God. You're
adl giving me aheart
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attack!" [laughs] He made her go around to the ladies room and take the wig off. Our chief
messenger Dozier was red black, and hewas kidding. | said, "Everybody is making such afusd" He
sad, "You can imagine how it would beif | camein with red hair.”

So let melook at thelist. Oh, hereis Senator [Alan] Bible. He lived in Silver Spring, and |
lived in Slver Spring. | used to teke the train in once in awhile, and he and some other friends used to
play bridge onthetrain. What wasit he would aways say, when I'd comein. "Here comes Miss
America” But anyway they had time for just one round of bridge from the time they got on thetrainin
Siver Spring until they got down here.

Here's Prescott Bush.  That'sthe Presdent's father. He was so handsome. Hewasredly a
hunk. Hewastall and handsome, and that was interesting because | think | mentioned it's kind of
revolting to stop and think of it. When Senators Stevenson and Taft camein, | had known their fathers.
And George Busgh's father was there—Prescott Bush.

Senator Styles Bridges was very nice. He was very closeto Mr. Loeffler and to Winnie. He
was very nice that way.

RITCHIE: Hewasavery powerful Senator &t thistime.

SCOTT: Yeshewsas. Let'ssee. Senator [Harry] Byrd. Of course he was so much older.

When | first came to the Senate, he used to give those luncheons out there—yes in Winchester,
Virginia. Hed have lunches in connection with the Apple Blossom
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Queen like that out in Berryville. | remember hearing about those. And | knew some people who were
on his gtaff, but | didn't get to know him very well persondly. For along time, | think, before he

retired, hewasill. He wasn't around very much. | remember that.

RITCHIE: He had one of the few committeesin those days where the chief of staff wasa
woman, Elizabeth Springer.

SCOTT: Elizabeth Springer. Oh!' I'm glad you mentioned that. | had forgotten al about her.
Shewas afirg woman chief clerk of acommittee. And when it happened, boy, | cdled her up and
congratulated her. | said, "Thisiswonderful! | remember that sowdl. | sad, "Thisisredly ared-
letter day” for her to get that position. Elizabeth Springer. Yes, | remember her.

RITCHIE: Shehad been his secretary? What was her post?

SCOTT: Shewas on the committee. | don't know the background too much there. Thereis
something relevant to that. Henrietta Chase worked for the Senate Finance Committee, and Lee
Parsons was the Chief Clerk there. Lee Parsons retired and then "Hank™ Chase got the same position
not too long after that, as Chief Clerk of the Banking and Currency Committee. So there were two

women who did that.
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| mentioned Senator Clements. Senator Clements, of course, was Demoacratic whip—back
when everybody was sick. | think | mentioned that in some of the other things we talked about.
Senator Johnson had had the heart attack, and Mr. Biffle had burstis, and Mr. Johnston had had a
nervous breskdown. Senator Clements was the whip, and he was working those long hours. And
Bobby was the Assistant Secretary for the Mgority. Senator Clements worked very hard.

| knew his daughter very dightly, Bess Abdll, who married Tyler Abell. And then Tyler Abdll
bought that restaurant down near the water—"the Gangplank," resembling aboat. Frank and Jamie
and his mother and | went down there for dinner. | told Jamie the boat was going to start going any
minute. [laughs]

Then Bess Abdll, his daughter, became socia secretary to Lady Bird at the White House. But
Senator Clementswas very nice. And | have some nice letters from him. | think he was very
apprecidtive. He was from Kentucky, and he had had Christine Johnson, who was a staff member of
mine, on hissaff. He was closeto Mr. Johnston. | felt like he was very approachable and friendly,
and he was in there pitching when Senator Johnson wasill. He went down to the Carousd opening.
(Bobby Baker's place at Ocean City, Maryland.) Hewas down there. | think he was very interesting,
and very easy to talk to and very approachable.

Price Danid. Hewas from Texas. Hewas kind of arebd, too.
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Now Senator Dirksen, he was redlly something. | don't know whether I mentioned this before
or not. Senator Dirksen, a one point, got up on the Senate floor because of some congressman on the

House sde—the name Gross, I'm not sure.

RITCHIE: H.R. Gross?

SCOTT: Probably. | don't know what the circumstances were. But Congressman Gross got
up and he was saying some bad things about some of the women in the Senate. | don't remember what
brought it on. But Senator Dirksen stood up the very next day, and he made alovely speech. It'sin
the Record someplace. | guessit's back there in the '50s, saying about the dedication of the women in
the Senate and saying how hard we al worked. | thought that was very, very nice.

There was another little story about Senator [Jacob] Javits along thet line. But | won't mention
that. Hewasjust the opposite. Senator Javits.

RITCHIE: What do you mean?

SCOTT: Senator Javits didn't have the same respect for Senate women that Senator Dirksen
did to get up there on the Senate floor after this Congressman had said that.

Senator Javits wife wouldn't come to Washington at al. She was keeping avay fromit. The
only thing | remember Senator Javits
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for istha he hired thefirgt girl page. He had the first page who wasagirl. And when | was going
through Senator Byrd's book, | read that he also hired the first black page.

Senator Dirksen was adear. One night Senator Dirksen was on TV, he did awalk around the
Capitol. And hewastdling alot about different things. We dl watched it. And some of the things he
sad—I don't know where he got some of the things— werewrong! He was just trying to make a
good story maybe like Senator Barkley used to do.

John Gomien and his wife—a hushand-wife team—who worked for Dirksen were dso good
friends. | dso knew Bill Stevens and some of the other peoplein his office, and they were dl very
friendly. Thetop staff people you worked with al the time, and some of them through the
Adminigtrative Assistants and Persond Secretaries Associ ation—those were the two top people. So
you would see them there socidly.

Senator Dirksen was aredl character. He was an interesting companion on the other side for
Senator Johnson.

Oh, there's Senator [Paul] Douglas! | remember that face sowell. At one of the
conventions—it may have been Philadel phia—he was trying to get the attention of the person who was
presiding. It was Spesker Rayburn presiding. But he had spoken so much his voice was awful! |
remember it wasrasping. It cameacrosson TV. It was"Mr. Chairman. Mr. Chairman. Mr.

Chairman.” And his voice was going.
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| had a dear friend who worked for him, too. Kay Kenny from lllinois. Sheisthe person |
remember in particular from his office. Some of the Republican Senators | didn't know that well.

Senator [James] Eastland, of course, was agood friend of Mr. Johnston, who was from
Missssippi. Hewas dways very cordid and very nice and gentlemanly. | felt some of the Senators
redlly looked to me like Senators. Senator Tom Conndly with hislittle ribbon tie, and then Senator
[Clyde] Hoey with hislight hair going over his collar in the back. Then, of course, Senator Barkley and
Senator George.

Senator [Allen] Ellender from Louisiana used to have luncheons. And he would make—it was

redly fish sew—I'm trying to think what he cdled it.

RITCHIE: Gumbo.

SCOTT: Gumbo! | knew there was aword for it. He would have them in his persond office
over in the Capitol, and | attended some. Besides the gumbo held have these pralines, and they were
delicious. I'm trying to think, | knew one of his secretaries. | was on atrip to Mexico later on with the

Congressiona Secretaries Club, and she was a very good friend—got to see alot of her.

RITCHIE: Didyou know Grace Johnson?

U.S. Senate Historical Office Oral History Project
www.senate.gov/history 205



SCOTT: Oh,yed [laughg]

RITCHIE: Shewas closeto Ellender, | guess, and to Carl Hayden. She's popped upina

number of these interviews.

SCOTT: Hasshe? [laughg]

RITCHIE: Severa people have referred to her. Tell me about Grace Johnson.

SCOTT: Wédl, | don't know. The rumor was she was going with Senator Ellender. And
Senator Hayden kind of took care of the older women. Y ou know what | mean? | never heard him
say it—but | think, possibly, Senator Hayden felt they had done their bit; but he was redlly trying to
help out. And I think thisiswhy he was trying to help Grace.

Grace was redly something. | guess she did go with Senator Ellender. | never confirmed that,

you Know.

RITCHIE: Hewasabachdor.

SCOTT: Yes It wasnever confirmed, and yet people seemed to know it. There was one

time when Joe Stewart was a page—I can't remember exactly, but | think Joe was approached by

Graceto
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get the Senator off thefloor. And | think Grace gave him ahard time.

But she was very friendly and cordia to me. She was older, and she was kind of a character
who liked to throw her weight around as being socidly involved with a Senator and atending different
things. You'd hear the name, Grace Johnson, and everybody would go, "Uh ohl" Shewas going to
comeinandtak alot. But shewasharmless. | guessthey did go together.

RITCHIE: Sheworked on the Rules Committee.

SCOTT: I'mtrying to remember. | think so. Yes. | don't remember having much associaion
with her or contact. Officidly. | knew her socidly off and on, used to see her at different things, but |
don't think she had much to do officidly. One of them is till back there in Rules Committee. Bill
Cochrane.

Therewas one fellow. | can't remember hisname. Harrison! Gordon Harrison. Hewasa
character. He was Rules Committee, too; and that was back in Grace'stime. Gordon used to come to

alot of the Adminidrative Assstants meetings. | had forgotten dl about Grace. Ian't that interesting.

RITCHIE: A lot of people mention her, and | was curious about her.
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SCOTT: Ohyes | admit, shewasn't one of my closer friends when | would go to lunch or
anything mysdf. Shewasn't amember of what | caled the "family" group but she was dways there,
somehow, in the background. Mr. Johnston would have these expressions on hisface. | could read
exactly how he fdlt; whenever Grace Johnson was mentioned, held go like this [wrinklesfacein
demondtration]. I'm sure Emery felt the sameway. | don't know whether Frank even knew her or had

any contact with her.

RITCHIE: Shewaslikdy to givethem ahard time?

SCOTT: Yes. |think so. | think she was after things. And | imagine probably the Senators
felt embarrassed or would try because of Senator Ellender. For his sake, they would try to
hel p—would do anything, whatever.

Then there was Senator [Sam] Ervin of North Carolina. Senator Ervin | felt was ared
"senatory” Senator. He looked like a Senator. | went to Philadelphia one time on the train to see my
cousin, and Senator Ervin and | rode together, al the way to Philadelphia. He was so friendly and

talkative, so niceto talk to. Then, of course, later on he chaired the Watergate committee.

RITCHIE: Hewas one of the Senators who lived over in the Methodist Building. There was

alittle community of Senators just across the street.
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SCOTT: Acrossthe direet, yes. And Emery had lived there for awhile, | think, possibly even
before he was married.  Senator Hayden, | think, lived there.

Senator Hayden was so nice. Hewas a"work horsg" and not a"show horse.” He would get
things done without much talk at dl. A lot of the people were in there sounding off, and he was so
quiet, but yet he was very interesting.

| don't know whether | mentioned about Senator Hayden. We had some kind of aresolution
to honor him. He had been the first member of Congress ever dected when Arizona came into the
Union. | think it was 1912. We got the documentation and everything about when he first came to the
Senate. Maybe it was because he was here so many years. We got the documentation when he came
firg to the House, then to the Senate. Then he was here when we had the biggest appropriation bill in
hisory. Maybe that iswhat sarted it. 1t was very elaborate. He was, | think, very wel loved—like
Senator Barkley was. They were both in the same category: respect, and love, and everything there.
Although, of course, as | mentioned Senator Barkley was a little more persona [laughs].

Senator [Alan] Frear, hewas ared doll. When the roll would be cdled or anything like that,
he would ydl out, "Here!" Red loud. When | was secretary of the Association of Adminidrative
Assdants and Secretaries, | wanted to do something different. | think the first meeting after my
election was around Easter time so | decided to have an Easter bonnet contest for the girls. | thought
that would be fun. | got Senator Frear and Senator [Frank]
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Lausche to be judges. And Ingrid Rundvold. She was fashion editor of the Washington Post at that
time. So they were the board of judges. Senator Frear, Senator Lausche, who was very friendly and
everything, and Ingrid. They got such abig kick out of that. But Senator Frear was very nice and
approachable.

RITCHIE: Hewas pretty close to Lyndon Johnson.

SCOTT: Yes.

RITCHIE: Wasthereagroup of Senators who would hang out in the Secretary's office more
often than others?

SCOTT: Some. | think you'reright. Yes. | knew somebody who worked in Senator Frear's
office who ran—one of histop men ran to get the nomination for the Senate. It was Bob Kelly. And
he only lost by avery few points. But Senator Frear was very lively and everything. He was a greet
oneto judge the hats. We had prizes for the prettiest, and the funniest, and the most unusud; and we
had arecord player and had it play, "A Pretty Girl isLikeaMéeody." All the different girls would come
and walk around with their hats. That was fun. [laughg]

Then there's Senator Fulbright. | have alittle crazy story about Senator Fulbright. Senator
Fulbright had been chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee. And thisis when Joe Duke
was Sergeant at Arms. Mr. Johnston was Secretary of the Senate.
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And | needed anew desk chair. So Joe Duke, who was such ajoker and everything—he was such a
good friend—he said that Senator Fulbright, as chairman of the Foreign Relations Committee, was
going to have anew chair ordered for him. So, he said, "I'll get you hischair." Of course, hewasa
Rhodes scholar. He said, "Maybe some of it will rub off on you." [laughs] So | got Senator Fulbright's
chair, which was very nice and very comfortable.

Senator Fulbright, we respected alot, too. | mentioned the other day when we had the
Pentagon Papers how he was there—it was so embarrassing. There was the Chairman of the Foreign
Relations Committee, and he was very nice and cooperative about it.

And then theré's my friend, Senator George. He's the one whom | felt very, very closeto. We
used to see alot of him back when he and Senator Barkley would come to G-43. They were very
persond, and very nice, and very friendly. Always.

RITCHIE: Senator George was sort of a senator's senator.

SCOTT: Hewasasenator's senator, absolutely. He was so dignified. | think whenever he
gpoke everybody redly listened. | went to adinner honoring Senator George at which Happy
Chandler was present. And everybody—I remember that, too, everybody got shocked because he
made a speech and it was dl very formd. And Senator George was formd; and yet, in awarm, lovely,
friendly way. But, ill, hewasforma! And the whole dinner wasin his honor. Happy Chandler got
up there and he cdled him, "Walter."
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In the speech. [laughs] And everybody did adouble-take! We were shocked! Even his wife always
cdled him "Mr. George."

Then, when Senator Tmadge—Herman Tamadge—was going to run, Senator George would
have run againgt him. Senator George decided he didn't want to run against him. He had run against
hisfaher. So hesad he just didn't want to run againgt him. So at that point, | guess he finished the
term. That wasit. He finished the term, and he didn't run for the next term. That was when President
Eisenhower appointed him Ambassador-at-Large. | remember when he was going to Europe, he
asked meif | wanted him to get perfume or something.

Mr. Johngton, | think, felt very close to him, because Mr. Johnston was chief clerk of the
Finance Committee before he was dected Secretary of the Mgority. And | remember when Mr.
Johnston was sworn in, Senator George was President Pro Tem. He was the one to swear in the
Senators and so on.

At one point—I don't know what term thiswas, if this was another term or Mr. Johnston's first
term as Secretary of the Senate—I was up in the gallery to watch, and Senator George was there. He
announced it and he forgot to put up his hand to shake hands. Mr. Johnston was standing there with his
hand out. [laughs] They were close, of course, because of their association then. | think he and
Senator Barkley, the "Gold Dust Twins" were my favorite favorites.

There was Senator Goldwater. | didn't know him well. They used to have the different
dinners, and Senator Goldwater used to
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talk off-the-record at some of those dinners, particularly the Gridiron Club dinners. They said he was
so very clever. He was close to Joe Duke. Of course, he was a photographer and a ham operator and
apilot. Hedid al kinds of things

| remember a the convention at Atlantic City and the greet, big billboard: "1'd rather be right”
with Goldwater. | guess he never got any further than that. That was the high point when he was going
to be nominated for President. But | think they kind of gill would ask him for hisadviceand so on.  Of
course, he was very conservative.

And there's Senator [Albert] Gore of Tennessee. Hissonis here now. He was & one of the
conventions, when Kefauver was nominated. | remember | was talking to him back at the convention.
He was very friendly.

Oh, thereis Senator Green. Senator Green is another little one. | don't mean to be
disrespectful, [laughs] but Senator Green was like Senator Hayden in away. Hewaslike alittle
package. He would comein quietly. | remember how he walked everywherel Helived at the
University Club, and he used to walk back and forth. There was one night—ared, cold night—either
November or December, and Kay Kenny and | were going to go down to the Statler to hear the singer
Hildegarde. She had her car, and | had my car; and we decided to follow each other in our cars down

there, so we wouldn't have to ride back and forth and get our cars a the Capitol to go home.
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Anyway, | came out; and she got her car behind me. And there standing out there waiting for a
streetcar was Senator Green, and he looked so cold. There he was waiting for aStreetcar! | guessiit
was too cold for himtowalk. So | stopped, and | said, "Oh, Senator, can | giveyou aride. I'm going
right downtown. Can| giveyou aride?' And hesad, "Well, sure”

So hegot in. | wasgoing to tell him where we were going and what we were going to do. And
0| sad, "My friend and | are going to go and listen to Hildegarde.” And | said, "She'sright back
there." And he turned around and looked in the back of my car, and he said, "She's not here” | meant
she was back in the car behind me! At one of the conventions, Senator Green was on severd of the
committees. I'm trying to remember if he was dso on the Plaform Committee. | had some dedings
with him about committees. He was on so many committees, and he was so busy, he couldn't
remember which one he was supposed to go to next. Redly! | remember | was trying to straighten
him out onetime.

Then, of course, he was—quote—a "fredoader.” And the stories were that he would go to all
those cocktail parties for hismeals. They said he dso used to go to People's Drug Store, and held eat
there at the counter in People's Drug Store. Can you imagine that? Sitting up at the counter! | think he
had been Governor, and | think he came to the Senate probably when hewasin his sixties. He was not
ayoung Senator.

At the convention he was going al around doing his job, but he was just confused about where
he was supposed to go next. He
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had al those credentials hanging on him. | think he needed something for another mesting, and | had to
get it for him. We had alot of contact with him at the convention.

RITCHIE: Hele&t when hewaswdl in hisningties.

SCOTT: Hewas quite elderly when heleft. And Eddie Higgins. Oh, gee.

RITCHIE: EddieHiggins?

SCOTT: EddieHiggins, yes. Eddie Higginswas histop man. He was a character, too, and
very colorful. Everybody knew Eddie Higgins worked so closely with Senator Green. One time Dottie
McCarty and | went on a Congressiona Secretaries trip to Puerto Rico. | think there were forty-eight
of us, and Dottie and | were roommates. She was one who worked with the different Sergeants at
Arms. Aswe checked in, aclerk there said, "Does anybody here know Eddie Higgins?'—aof the group
of girlswho were there. One couple was on their honeymoon, too. One man and girl. And, of course,
we said, "Oh, yes. We know Eddie Higgins." We wondered why they asked us that.

The next thing we knew the porter was taking us up to our room, and he had the key; and the
key didn't work. And we thought, well, we didn't think too much of that. And then we went up on the
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next floor. And it turned out we had gotten aduplex. We had gotten not just one room with bath, we
had gotten an upstairs and downgtairs. And we thought it was because of Eddie Higgins because |
think they had alot of contact with Puerto Rico. I'll never forget that. We had everything updairs, a
bedroom, another bath up there, telephone and abalcony. So of course we had to have a party in our
downgairsin our living room. But that was al because of Eddie Higgind

RITCHIE: Thereareacouple of cases where you have very elderly Senators with younger,
more active staff people. Higginsisone. Roy Elson for Senator Hayden.

SCOTT: Roy Elson

RITCHIE: | think of Senator [James| Murray's son.

SCOTT: ChalesMurray.

RITCHIE: Werethere some cases where you found it was easier to work through the staff

than it was through the senator because the senator wasn't redlly dl together any more?

SCOTT: Wéll, possibly. That might have been the case with Higgins and Senator Green. Of
course, there is another thing—and I'm not inferring that there was alot of it. But a one point
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there was talk about nepotism. And that's a little bit off the subject. | told you about Senator Aiken
taking Lola off the payroll when they were married. But that's different. Anyway, dong that line they
did have some charges of nepotism. Vance Trimble of the Washington News, that little paper, brought
that up, and the Senate was sued. | think | told you about that, and that was the reason we had the
Secretary's report.

I'm just trying to think if there were any family members| ever dedt with in the Senators
offices. | don't think s0. | guess, there was possibly staff like that. There was one thing—thisis
something else—about Martin Zweig over in Speaker McCormack's office. | had known Speaker
McCormack, because he was our Chairman of the Platform Committee &t the different conventions.
Martin Zweig was not his top man—but he was like number two man. And | heard that he would call
up—talk about dedling with people, the top people—he would cal people and mimic Congressman
McCormack, and he would say, "Thisis the Speaker." Hewas very pushy, | remember.

Onetime he was trying to find out something from us. And Mr. Johnston was very perceptive.
Findly, I think Martin Zweig wasjailed for something. It was something that he was trying to do
through his association with Speaker McCormack. | think that was certainly an example of somebody
on the staff who went too far—trying to run things.

And | imagine—I don't know what €lse he did—but | know through us you could tell he was
just pushy, and Mr. Johnston was
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ressting that. | think probably the Senators felt they had to have somebody they could really trust to
introduce legidation. | think, too, that some of the top people had to be derted not to let the
newspapermen get too close to them. They had the Senate interns, and some of the interns would talk
among themselves and try to think they were important. So there was afine, deicate line there that you
had to redly watch out for as far as Saff was concerned.

Senator Ligter Hill, he's somebody esewhom | liked. Senator Hill would come over to you
and say, "How are you, young lady? How are you, Miss Scott. Fine. Fine. Fine" Hed answer it.
Hewaskind of cute. He wasredl Southern, and he was very nice.

Senator [Spessard] Holland | thought was very friendly and nice and dignified.

And, oh, hereis Senator Humphrey. Senator Humphrey was redly something. He would
dance by my desk. He wouldn't walk by my desk—he would dance by my desk! He was very
friendly. 1 don't know whether | mentioned the other day or not—how he started making speeches
right away when he came to the Senate, and you're supposed to be quiet for a couple of years. He
was never quiet about anything. [laughg] | felt kind of sorry for him. He was in such a spot when he
was Vice President about the war and everything. He was trying to support the President, and that put
him on such aspot. | dwaysfdt that he had ahard time. But he certainly carried it off well. And
theré's something €l se about him—I don't know where | got this, but | remember hearing it—but
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they said that had he been dected President that he was going to have pardoned Nixon. He was going
to have done something in some way—redly, pardoned him for the whole country if he had had that
power. That was one of the things he talked about. | don't know where | got that, but | remember it
very well.

Of course, he died and was never dected President; but | think that maybe had he lived, he
would have tried to do thison hisown. That evidently was something he wanted to do.

His wife was appointed to his seat. | remember at the convention in Horida, when Senator
McGovern was nominated, and Humphrey wasn't nominated, there was a picture of Muriel putting her
head on his shoulder. It wasso sad. Then after he passed on, Murid married again. One time when
he was Vice President, | had a friend with me at the White House. He came over to us and greeted us
warmly.

Let'ssee. Senator Jackson. | thought that he was very nice. I'mtrying to think. Therewasa

drive for Jackson one time for President.

RITCHIE: '76.

SCOTT: Yes | leftin'77 so | don't remember that too much. | just remember that it

happened. He was very friendly and very nice. "Scoop” Jackson. Senator Magnuson was one | felt
closer to, the other Senator from Washington. I'll get down to Magnuson later on.
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And, of course, LBJ. I'm ill telling things about him. [laughs] | probably have some other
notes, too. Maybe | can add to them about LBJ. | told you when he was Vice President he wasin our
office frequently, too.

Oh, Olin Johnston. He wasreal Southern. He was the one who took me for arideup in
Philadel phiato cool off from the convention hall. Hewasnice. [laughg] | don't think | ever felt that he
ever did any greet, big thing. | don't think that he accomplished an awful lot. But, he kind of reminded
me of Senator [Burnet] Maybank. We haven't gotten down there yet. Of course, he was another time,

wasn't he?

RITCHIE: They were both Senators from South Carolina.

SCOTT: Yes Wadl, may | say something about Senator Maybank?

RITCHIE: Sure

SCOTT: Senator Maybank used to chew hiswords up. And he would start talking. Besides
having this Southern accent, he would start talking in the middle of a sentence. He would say
something, and by the time that the sentence was over, you'd try to think: "Now what was that about?"

And then you would go back and try to think. | would think: "How in the world does anybody work

for him?" He would come up to my office in G-43, and | couldn't figure
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out what he was saying. What did he want meto do? That was so difficult! And his Southern accent
was bad enough. | thought: "How does his saff ever carry out hiswishes?' "How do they take his
dictation?' | sound like I'm being criticd, but | remember that. Isn't that funny?

Oh, theré's Senator Kefauver. Senator Kefauver with his coonskin cap and everything. | don't
think | told you about the day he died.

RITCHIE: No.

SCOTT: Thisiskind of spooky, and it's not my imagination. It's what happened. Senator
Kefauver cameinto our office. He was dways very suave and very gentlemanly, and | remember |
had seen him someplace out in Georgetown one evening when | was with some people and he was
very friendly—and very nice looking.

Anyway, it was about two days before he died—or maybe the day before. He cameinto my
office, and he was aways formal, and held shake hands. Thiswas his Southern bearing. He cameto
my desk, and he shook hands. And | looked at his hand, and oh, it wasterrible! 1t looked like it was
going to be adead person'shand. Isn't that horrible!’ He came up. And | looked at his hand, and |
thought, "Oh!" Jugt for aminute. It kind of came over me. And he went in, and nothing more after

that. He was in there with one of the Senators.
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That was probably late in the afternoon, and | don't know whether it was that night he died or
the next day. One or two days later his Sster cameinto our office. | don't know whether she thought
he had been poisoned. She came into our office, and she wanted to see exactly where he had been
that night, how long he stayed, where he sat in the inner office, what he did. 1t wasterrible!l She came

into our office, and, of course, | was thinking, here | had thisawful premonition.

RITCHIE: Was his hand cold, or white, or?

SCOTT: Itwasdl white. He had this cdm, quiet Southern way, dignified and friendly, but
dwaysforma. Hewaan't relaxed like some of them were. And he gave me his hand to shake hands,

and | had this premonition—ian't that awful?

RITCHIE: Wdl, hedied of aheart attack; so | suppose it was asign of poor blood

circulation.

SCOTT: It must have been that. That was probably the reason. But when she camein, it was
upsetting, because Mr. Johnston got Vernon who was our headwaiter who had probably served him
something insgde. She was very upset. | don't know what she thought, but she was probably redly so
upset that she felt she had to come in and see where he had been. It must have been the same night, |

guess. | don't remember the details. 1t wasn't in our
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office, that's for sure! Maybe he went someplace afterwards. But she was very meticulous. Like a
detective. | thought that was very strange. Like his hand.

Then Senator Kennedy. Senator Kennedy was not a member of the "Club." Hewas not in the
Secretary's office very often. Occasionaly he would come in and he would stresk right through. Some
of the other Senators would stop and say, "How are you today?," or "How are you doing?" or talk a
few minutes. Like Senator Byrd would st down there right by my desk and just be friendly. But
Senator Kennedy was dl business, and that wasiit.

| told you about the different luncheons when Jackie would send over alittle basket holding his
lunch with a child's warmer under it. Then, of course, | wrote my article about the inauguration. But

back when the assassination occurred. Should | go into that?

RITCHIE: Ummmhmmm.

SCOTT: | think | have some other notes. | don't know if | can remember dl the things | was
thinking. But back at the time of the assassination, we were out of sesson; and we would take turns
working. If we werefairly busy, which we usualy were, we would have two people on and one off.

And then if we werered, red quiet, we would have one person there and two off.
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When Kennedy was assassinated, Christine Johnson was there; and, | think, Rose Ann. | had
this townhouse over on Capitol Hill which | wasrestoring. | did al the woodwork antique white and
gold. | was over there working like mad. And | heard it ontheradio. And, oh, | was just so shocked!
| caled the office, and Christine said, "Oh, its so terrible. All of the Senators are coming in here
crying.”

| wasn't actually there to see the reaction of Senators, but shetold me. It wasjust so sad. |
think | probably told you | was out in Dalas years later. But the assassination—you just couldn't quite
believeit. | remember afriend and | went down to the White House the day they brought President
Kennedy's body up to the Capitol to liein state. We were down there when the whole procession
garted, and when they had the horse with the boots turned around—the riderless horse. The drums
beating. And we came from there back to the Capitol, dong with the procession.

Then, of course, they had his body in the Rotunda. That was when Senator Mansfield made
that goeech about "how she put her ring on hisfinger." And theré's more about thet that | don't want to
include. Anyway, we stood outside and heard Senator Mansfield's speech coming over the
loudspesker. The man next to me had alittle trangstor radio, and that was when [Lee Harvey] Oswad
was shot. The whole thing happened when they were having the services insde for Kennedy, and this
man had thislittleradio. | wasthinking, "What isthat?' | was lisening to Senator Mangfield's
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gpeech on the loudspesker and thislittle radio going about the shot of Oswad. Thewholething, it all
came together.

His casket was lying in state, and then the Senators and members of the House were dlowed to
go around first. Then the Senate employees. | remember we walked around the casket. And people
were walking around dl night long. | had atelevison set in my bedroom at my father's house, and |
woke up—I guess| was up and down thinking about it—and | woke up at two o'clock in the morning,
and there it was on TV—they were il going around at two o'clock in the morning. | came down the
next day and | drove al around. and | think it was about eight blocks on each side of the Capitol where
people had been standing in line, because there had been litter and things dl over the pavements and
everything—they had been standing in line sixteen blocks—eight blocks each way, going around the
casket dl night long.

| remember hearing that Bob Kennedy came down with Jackie that night when al the people
were walking around, and they were waking around the Capitol grounds. He wastrying to hold her
hand and comfort her as they walked. | had amovie cameraat that time, and | took some movies. It
was redly so historic to me. | took some movies just about twilight time, of the Capitol when he was
lying in Sate before the funerd the next day. | just wanted to preserveit. And | dso went
downtown—I was driving around taking the movies downtown, and al the different store fronts had
pictures draped in black of Kennedy. Not just Washington but the whole country was grieving. That
was redly something.
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The next day, this same friend wanted me to come over to her gpartment because she fet so
sad, shewasredly crying. And she said, "They killed our president.” 1t was just awful. So | went
over to her gpartment, and we watched part of the funeral procession as they went over to Arlington
Nationa Cemetery. And then, five yearslater it was Bobby Kennedy right next to him where the
eternd flamewas. Bob Kennedy just had avery smal cross. We just kind of dl lived through that. |
remember my Dad and our housekeeper, we saw so much of it—like everybody did—on television,
those four days. My cousin and her husband gave me arecord that had alot of the speeches that were
going on and alot of the commentators reports about the emotiond fedling. 1t was just so awful!

And, of course, remember that was when Jack Vaenti was out there when LBJ was sworn in.
| knew him, and Mary Margaret Wiley who worked for LBJ married Jack Vdenti. | remember she
used to come back to see LBJ quite alot. And the child would come and say, "Hello, Mr. Prez." |
saw Jack Vaenti by himsdf in Hawali a couple of years ago, and he said that he and Mary Margaret
werethere. | sad, "Tdl her hello." Those wereredly the days.

The assassination was such atraumatic time. We dl lived through it. It wasterrible. Then
LBJ made that speech to the Joint Session, "let uscontinue. . ." | fet that it came straight from the
heart and was very sincere. He wasn't trying to create an image like he was in some of his other

gpeeches. None of that corny stuff. | thought it was a marvel ous speech, because he
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wanted everybody to try to pitch in. The Presdent's gone, we haveto carry on. | fed likel lived

through somered crazy times.

RITCHIE: Some very dramatic times.

SCOTT: Sad and dramatic and happy and everything ese. That iswhat | said at my
retirement party. Some interesting moments.

Well, let's see, another thing about President Kennedy, one time when Jackie came to the
Capitol for something, my two girls, Christine and Rose Ann, wanted to see her. We were having a
Senators luncheon which we had so frequently, and we needed two of usthere. It wasjust too busy
for two of the girlsto go to lunch and only have one person there. | ingsted at least two of us were
there and hopefully three if we were red busy, because Senators were coming back and forth, and LBJ
was there. He was having us do things.

Anyway, Jackie came—and she used to wear thelittle pillbox hat and everything—and she was
coming in for something. Both my girls got dl excited and went out and see her. And | got mad. We
were having aluncheon insde. | had to get one of my messengersto help me come and answer the
phones. And thisis funny because Mr. Johnston was there then. They both had to go out to see
Jackie. | sad: "If | could do thiswork by mysdlf, you wouldn't be here.” | said, "I need three people.
And thisiswhat you're here for." Redly! Everything was kind of amadhouse. Mr. Johnston was just
furious about it. [laughs] Oh, boy! We had
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quiteatime. And it wasredly not good for me because he was trying to back me up, but you know
how girlsare. He got carried away. | must have said something for him to know, because | wanted
them to know that was their job. They had to stay. | redized they wanted to see her; but, | mean, the
job camefird.

He got so mad about it that he called them in and gave them a big tak, which was embarrassng
tome. And after that, he caled them in asecond time. It was overkill. He said, "Any time you even
want to go to the ladies room, you ask Miss Scott—before you go out of thisroom.” It wasterrible,
and | thought, "Oh, no." Then he made me go downgtairsto cal and report to hiswife. He said, "Don't
you cdl from the office. Y ou go down and cal Wanda and tdl her that | told the girls off. Tell her
what | did." She must have said, "Y ou be sure and tell them.” But we had to do something because |
was afraid it was kind of going to set aprecedent. If anybody interesting came, they would just go and
fly off and leave their work. | called Mrs. Johnston, and | said, "He made me come down and call you
to tel you he bawled the girls out, not only once but twice."

All thiswas because of Jacki€'s gppearance. Of course, they were so glamorous. It waslike
Camdot. | guesswell never have anything quite like that again. And | think we are a young country, it
was S0 glamorous. But | think asfar asthe overdl program, | don't think he got as much of the
Democratic program through as LBJ did. | think that was atribute to LBJs reations with the Congress
and with the Senate. | redly truly do. That's
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going far afidd. (I have both of Presdent Kennedy's books, which he autographed for me. | treasure
them.)

RITCHIE: Ontha note, | remember when Elizabeth Taylor was a Senate wife, and how

when she came to the Capitol everybody would find an excuse to go downgtairs to take a look.

SCOTT: | mus tdl you about that, too. | heard one time that she was over in some meeting,
or some reception, over in one of the committee rooms. She even got up on atable in the Committee
Room, for some reason.

| went out to their farm—Senator [John] Warner's farm—a friend of mine had tickets. Of
coursg, it was a Republican fund-raiser thing, but we went together. About four hundred people were
there, including Maureen Reagan. It was interesting to see the farm and everything. And Rose Woods
was there. Rose was kidding me, "What are you doing here?'—with dl these Republicans. | told her |
was spying. That was the weekend that Elizabeth Taylor left him. She was going to go up and beina
show in New York, "The Little Foxes," and nobody knew she had left. A lot of the people who went
to the fund-raiser and reception thought she would be there. She wasthe big draw. The place was
very interesting. They had a pretty little house, and a bridge that went over a siream. But the most
unusud thing was they had a big barn, and inside the barn was a swimming pool. 'Y ou would never

think of aswimming pool being insde abig, old barn! But thereit was. We were therefor |
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forgot, barbecue or reception, something like that. But Elizabeth was nowhere to be seen.

And dong that time, when Senator Warner was running, | knew Elizabeth's mother dightly out
in PAm Springs. | went to aNew Year's Eve party a Helen Rose's. She was adesigner for MGM
who won some Oscars, and Mrs. Taylor was there. Betty Kraus was with me. She cameto vist mein
Pdm Springs over New Year's. | introduced Mrs. Taylor to Betty Kraus, who livesin Arlington. And
she was saying, "Where are you from?' And Betty was saying, "Oh, I'm from Arlington, Virginia."

And she said, "Are you going to vote for my son-in-law?" [laughs] Senator Warner.

May | talk alittle more about Elizabeth Taylor? Back when Senator Mansfield was leader,
Elizabeth Taylor wasinvited to his Leader's office for aluncheon. She didn't come by my office, but
she went around there and they said the story was alot of the Senators who were going to be guests at
Senator Mandfield's luncheon told their staffs not to bother them at dl! 1t waslike alot of little boys
parading in to see her. Then one of the pages came in to me for something, and he said that he had just
escorted Elizabeth Taylor up to Senator Mandfidd's office. He was saying, ™Y ou know she's not very
tall. She's short, and she has black dacks on and so much makeup.” That was just one of the
celebrities who used to comein. There are some others dong that line, too, but that's getting awvay

from the Senators. I'll leave them for some other time.

U.S. Senate Historical Office Oral History Project
www.senate.gov/history 230



Let's see where we were now. Senator Kerr, | mentioned him the other day about his horse.
Senator [Harley] Kilgore, | knew him dightly. He wasn't one you remember too much. He was kind
of colorless. | think he was serious and conscientious but colorless.

Senator [William] Knowland, | remember him!  Senator Knowland always was very stirong,
and he would take great big strong strides. Hewas like abull in achinashop. But | fet like he was
grong. Strong in hisdedings. Every place he went it was aways a strong image to me.

And Senator [ Thomas] Kuchd, | liked Senator Kuchd. He was from Cdifornia, and |
remember | walked with him one night out of the Capitol, and he was saying that Cdiforniais such a
crazy state. We have so many different kinds of people out there to represent. He was saying it was
so unusud, and | think maybe that is when he decided not to run again— | thought, since | live out
there. He was very friendly and niceto talk to and very approachable, and | liked Senator Kuchel.

Senator Long, as | say, he married Carolyn Basin. Senator Long had gone to some dinner
party onetime, and | remember he went in on the Senate floor at night in adinner jacket. Of course, |
shouldn't say thisto sound disrespectful, but he was "mushmouth.” He would talk, and it was awfully
hard to understand. | was down at Baton Rouge with a Congressiond Secretariestrip onetime. We
went down to New Orleans and Baton Rouge, and we went to the Governor's mansion there. We

went into the room where Huey Long had died. Remember he had been assassinated, too. They were
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telling us dl about it, and | remember, too, we were in New Orleans when his Uncle Earl was running
again. And you remember the Blaze Starr story? We saw her. But Senator Long was aso interesting.

And Congressman Jmmy Morrison was down there during our Congressional Secretariestrip.
He entertained for our group. He was very popular in New Orleans. And that was dl very interesting.
But going back to Senator Long, | had afriend who lived in the gpartment building where he did. This
was after hisdivorce. They had parking underneath, and she had parked in his spot onetime. Kay
Lasch, her name was, she worked for the War Department, the Pentagon. | knew her back when |
worked at the War Department years ago. She was afraid he was going to be real mad that she had
parked in his space. Hedid tell her about it; and, of course, she was very gpologetic. And then he
invited her over to his gpartment to come and hear some records. Senator Long was so friendly and
everything like that.

Senator [John] McClélan, let me see, thefirst time | got to see him was during the convention
in 1948 in Philadelphia. | don't think he was on our platform committee, but he wasthere. Mr. Biffle
was Sergeant at Arms, and | think it was about the second or third night | was there. | went to Mr.
Biffle's office and we worked out of there. Juliette Tucker was there, and she was just closing the
office so we could go to dinner. And Senator McCldlan camein, and stayed and stayed. We couldn't
get rid of him.  We wanted to go to dinner, and he just stayed and talked.
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| fill know Marjorie Nicholson, who was his persond secretary, rather well. She and Betty
Kraus and | were down at the convention in Florida. Margie was very conscientious and she kept
cdling the office. He used to cal her "MissMargie" | guess that was the idea from Arkansss, red
Southern. Shewas never "Margie.” And even Jeannie Ragland on his gaff and some of the others
adways cdled her "MissMargie" because they got this from Senator McCldlan.

I'm going into some of the people more so than the Senators.

RITCHIE: That'sokay.

SCOTT: And Senator Pat McNamara, | don't think | have any stories about him. | thought
he was very colorful, but I don't think 1 have anything persond to tell aout him.

Senator Magnuson is one of the few people whom | told when | bought my place out in PAm
Springs. He hasaplace out in PAms Springs. That's why. And he used to be in our office frequently. |
didn't want to tell anybody. | particularly didn't want Frank to know because | thought he would think |
wanted to retire, and | redly didnt. My cousin and her husband had moved out there from
Philadelphia, and 1'd been out to see them over Eagter. And | thought what a marvelous investment it
would be. So the second day | was there | bought a condo right near them—Pam Springs Country
Club. | knew Senator Magnuson had a place out there, too. | wanted to tell somebody, and | thought
he would be interested
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because of hisplace. And he had bought his place many, many years before. His home out there was
up red high. Some of the people in PAm Springs like to ook up & the mountains. But his place was
high, and he looked down.

He invited me out there. My cousin and | went over one time, and his wife, Germaine, was
very nice and very friendly, and we saw their place in PAm Springs. She used to call me about different
things back when he was till here a the Senate. She said that when he was out there in PAm Springs
he didn't want to be bothered with anything from the office. And she said, she used to call his s&ff his
"bees" in the office. All the beeswould be caling him buzzing around him dl thetime.  She said she
made the staff listen to her and go dong with her request that they would only cal once aday when he
was out there—only one daily cdl from the office staff. Y ou can understand. So much so about the
bees that she findly crocheted some pillows with bees on them for the girlsin the office.

Hewas very friendly and very nice. Out in PAm Springs Bob Hope had aplace, and |
remember there was abig fire; and | remember | noticed that back then when | would go there—I had
my place rented that | had bought. And | would go out there and visit my cousin when | could just on
holidays. Senator Magnuson and | were talking one time about Bob Hope's place, and he said it had
been like that for along time after the fire—all you could see was the iron structure. It was awful! Of

course it'sway up high on ahill and you could seeit dl over PAm Springs. He said,
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findly, the City Council made Bob Hope do something about it. He was agood friend of Bob Hope's,
you know.

Then when he | eft the Senate, Mrs. Magnuson was talking about the fact that over there where
they lived—at the Shoreham—they had a parking space. In addition to the apartment they owned a
parking space for something like $10,000. They were trying to sell their place, and she was caling me
to seeif | would know anybody who would be interested in the gpartment or in the parking space.

He used to be apainter. He used to send Christmas cards, and the Christmas cards he sent
were facamiles of hispaintings. When | was out therein PAm Springs, | saw some of the originals.
And | met her daughter by a previous marriage—and the grandchildren out there. One time, her eyes
were bad; and he was someplace else, and she had to go to the airport to meet him a night. And she
wanted me to drive her down because their house was way up high. She was worried about that. She
was alovely person. And I'm not sure but | think she passed on before he did.  She had some kind of
cancer. But they were both just lovely people. And he was very easy to know and very charming.

He was one of the few people whom | told thet | bought the place in PAm Springs. And | told him,
"Dont you tell Frank.” [laughg] | didn't want him to think | would just go ahead and leave.

Senator [Mike] Monroney | thought was very interesting. He was very nice and easy. And
something nice about that that he did. | don't think people know these things. | have avery dear girl
friend who later worked for Senator Lucas before he was defested.
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Then she went with Senator Monroney. And, when her mother died, Senator Monroney had a stained
glass window put in the church here where her mother used to go. Herein Washington. Wasn't that
nice? That wasanice, persona thing he did for her. And | don't think that she was his top secretary,
but shewasin the office. | thought that was very sweet of him. As| say, nobody knows these nice,
little things. Then she worked out a NIH, and | think he's passed on now hasn't he?

RITCHIE: 1 think so, yes.

SCOTT: | think he has. She worked out a Nationd Ingtitutes of Hedlth, and she said he was
coming in. He had suffered from depression. Sheran into him inthe hal, and | think she must have
been told he was going to be coming out there for treetment. She said she realized he was coming into
the mentd trestment section, and she said it was embarrassing. Sheran into him in the hall, and she
didn't want him to know that she knew what he was coming to NIH for. So she said she talked to him.
He wanted to know about her job. She wasin charge of patient travel al over the world for NIH, and
she was talking to him about that. And she was trying to cover up the fact that she knew he was coming
in asapatient, and not on official business.

Then we have Senator Morse, the "Five O'Clock Shadow.” [laughs] There wasthe story
about ahorse that he had. | think he had aranch where he kept ahorse, and | guess the horse kicked
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him and broke hisjaw. Everybody was laughing because then he couldn't make the big, old speeches.
He would gtart speaking every night on the floor about 5 o'clock. [laughs] Isn't that awful ?

And Senator [Richard] Neuberger, | thought that he seemed very nice. He was just kind of
easy to talk to among the Senators. | never got to see him very much, and then, of course, his wife,
Maurine Neuberger was gppointed to his seat when he died. | think | mentioned she tried to be one of
the boys, and | think that some of the other Senators didn't like that too well. Then she married a
psychiatrist after that.

Then Senator [Joseph] O'Mahoney. | liked Senator O'Mahoney. He was one of the old ones
whom | knew years ago. | remember he was very nice. | don't have any particular story, but he was
nice. | mentioned before, he and Senator Mangfield and | went together to welcome President
Eisenhower home onetime.

And there's [John] Pastore. Now, Senator Pastore | thought was an original. | used to see him
on Holy Days over a the Catholic Church. One time Frank wrote him a clever letter on his
birthday—something about " Senator O'Pastore.” But he was like another little package—like Senator
Green, physicdly. | knew people on his staff pretty well. | used to see him over there at church.

Of course, Senator [A. Willis| Robertson, he's the one whose son is a preacher now, isn't he?

Senator Robertson looked like a Senator's senator, too. He was dignified, tal with gray hair,
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very quiet and very gentlemanly. He reminded me of an old Southern gentleman. He wasn't very
gregarious.

And Senator [Richard] Russdll. | dways thought that Senator Russell should have gotten
further asfar as politicsis concerned. | mean, heredlly had brains. He and Senator Johnson were so
close. On Saturdays they would come over for luncheon in our conference room, and | think hewas a
person Senator Johnson redly relied on for guidance and reaction and advice. | think he was very
"high" in Senator Johnson's book because they were very, very close. He was another quiet, Southern
one. Very, very dignified. Very gentlemanly. But more so, much more active than some of the other
Southern Senators. And as | say, | think he gave Senator Johnson alot of good advice.

And then he, like Margaret Chase Smith, toward the end of his service, had to come around on
alittle electric scooter. He would come into our office, and it broke your heart to see him. It wasn't
too long after that that he died. He died on an opening day of the sesson. When we heard the news,
Frank said, "Well, | guess, Senator Russdll felt he couldn't live through another session of the Senate” |
think he had retired by then; but that was the day he died.

RITCHIE: Hewas4ill in office when he died.

SCOTT: Washe?
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RITCHIE: Yes.

SCOTT: Wel, that wasit, then. | remember Frank said | guess he felt he couldn't go through
another sesson. It wasso sad. But the main thing | remember about him was that he was so close to
LBJ.

| don't know whether he had been married one time years before.

RITCHIE: No, never married.

SCOTT: WEél, | guess| could mention something further [laughs]. Thisis about both
Chrigtine Johnson, whom | told you was one of my assgtants. She used to date him sometimes. And
we used to have some luncheons given by Colond Jackson, thisfriend from Texas. | don't think he
was a particular friend of Senator Johnson's, but he was from Texas, and held bring al the steeks, and
he liked to have the Senators to the luncheon.. Then my girlsand | would have them, too.

Anyway, every time wed have the luncheons, 1'd have Chrigtine cdl the offices and invite the
Senators by phone. And she didn't care for Jackson at al. Senator Russell was one of the ones on the
guest list. Some of the Senators—it was embarrassng—some of the Senators felt about him like they
did about Grace Johnson. Burris Jackson, his name was. He was harmless, but he just got the biggest
kick out of giving luncheons for the Senators. That made

U.S. Senate Historical Office Oral History Project
www.senate.gov/history 239



him fed important. Christine would cal them, and one time, I've forgotten what it was—I don't know
whether she was being independent about it or something, | had alittle trouble with her sometimes. |
remember | had read this book, "Somebody Mug," it was about somebody who was abig Sster of a
family whaose parents had died, "somebody must do it." So | wastelling her, "If you're not going to do
it, I'll doit, but thisis one of the things you're supposed to do for me as my assgtant.” | think | kind of
shamed her, | said, "Well, somebody mugt, and I'll do it mysdf.” Anyway, one of the reasons that she
didn't want to cal Senator Russdll was she didn't want him to be bothered going to the luncheon that
Jackson was having. [laughs] Anyway, she couldn't get to him in his office, so findly she sent allittle
note to him on the floor. She was kidding about addressing it to "Dick Russdl."

But she did date him, and | think he just didn't want it to be known that he was going out with
somebody. She said that they would go to dinner, and he would come over to her apartment for
dinner, and | think shewas kind of mad. There wasn't anything wrong with it, he wasn't married, and
she wasn't married. There wasn't anything to be ashamed of, because she was anice, dignified person.
But for some reason he didn't want it to be known, | guess because he thought people would think he
was going out and maybe it was going to be serious. | think she was kind of irked, and | don't blame
her, that he wouldn't take her out. But shefindly
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wrote him alittle funny persond note and sent it in on the floor: ™Y ou'd better come to the luncheon.”
[laughs]

The sad thing about Colond Jackson's luncheons was that some of the Senators would decline.
We even had a back-up list for Colonel Jackson's luncheons if some of them would decline. It waslike
musica chars, wed put somebody ese in and they'd decline, and weld invite somebody ese. It was
terrible. It was kind of a standing joke, Colond Jackson's luncheons, and yet he was a good-hearted
soul. He thought this was wonderful to be able to have aluncheon in the Secretary's office. So that
was Christine and Senator Russl.

Senator Russall was one of the—not the "powers' but the "strengths'—that's the word.

Senator Russdll was one of the strengths of the Senate, on the Democratic side and of the whole Senate
asfar asI'm concerned. | want to be sure and say thet, because | redly fet that!

Senator [Leverett] Sdtongtal, | had a very good friend who was part of our group, not exactly
in that inner group but she was very friendly, Liz Voth, she was his persona secretary. She was raised
in Indiaand she was a very interesting girl.

Senator [George] Smathers was kind of a young, handsome Senator. He would come over to
our office to luncheons. | wasin some meetings when he was present. He had ayoung way with

everything, and he was very handsome. He was one of the younger Senators.
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RITCHIE: Hewascloseto Johnson, | gather.

SCOTT: Yes hewas. I'mtrying to remember the reason why | was in those meetings. | was
taking dictation and | remember Senator Smatherswastaking.  But he was very active and very "with
it." And Scotty Peek [Smathers adminigtrative assistant] was too. | used to see Scotty Peek out there
at conventions. But Senator Smathers was a glamorous Senator, | guess you'd say.

Senator Margaret Chase Smith. | told you how we saw her when we were dl over at that
restaurant, Mike Palm's. | think that she was a perfect lady, and everybody fdt that about her. She
was S0 loyd. Just think about that woman answvering dl thoseroll cdlsdl night long. A lot of the
Senators, being stronger than she, weren't even there. They wouldn't make the effort, but she did. She
never missed aroll cal until she broke her hip. Shewasredly alovey lady. And 1 think sheésnow in
her nineties. Senator Aiken had nominated her for President at one of the conventions.

Senator [John] Sparkman, | dways thought that Senator Sparkman had ayoung face. | haven't
thought about some of these people in so long, but he to me was kind of boyish. Not that he was
immature, but he just had a boyish persondity as far as1'm concerned. | think that's the main thing |
can sy about him.

Senator [John] Stennis, now of course with Mr. Johnston being from Mississppi, Senator

Stennis used to come in quite alot. There was awoman named Annie Rice, and she was his persond
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secretary. When they first came to the Senate | swear she called me every singleday. Wetried, in
addition to our orientation meetings, to get al the new Senators sarted. Annie Rice would cdl me
about everything imaginable, and | didn't ever meet her. Thiswasdl by tlephone. | did whatever |
could to help the new people. Onetime | went over to the Senate Restaurant and was having lunch at
atablefor four. Somebody and | were sitting there and these other two ladies sat down. | had no idea
who it was until somebody said to her, "Annie" | said, "'l bet you are Annie Rice. Y ou're the friend
that I've talked to so long."

Senator Stennis was close to Mr. Johnston. He was one of the ones who wanted meto go
back and be a brunette again. [laughs] He was dways very friendly and very kind, and took a specid
interest. He was very dignified and worked very hard. He was one of the onesthat I'd say was more
like ared senator. He was very sincere.

Senator [Stuart] Symington | thought was very interesting. | did a pencil portrait of him. He
was very handsome. He had been Secretary of the Air Force before he came. Oh, | have alittle story
about him: One day when Mr. Johnston was Secretary of the Mgority, he called up and | answered:
"Mr. Johnston's office." He said, "Isthis Mr. Johnston's office?' And | said, "Mr. Johnston's office.”
And hesad it athird time. Anybody esewould have said, "'l told you that!" But | didn't say anything,
| kept saying, "Yes, thisis Mr. Johngton's office” He didn't say who hewas, and | said, "May | tdl him
who'scdling.” By that time| think
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he knew | waskind of mad. So findly he said it was Senator Symington. The next time that he called,
and ever after that, hed call up and say, "Miss Scatt, thisis Senator Symington, may | spesk to Mr.
Johngton.” [laughs] But he was very good looking, and had quite an air. He was very warm.

Senator Strom Thurmond changed from one party to the other. Then he married that girl from
Duke. When hiswife was pregnant, as ajoke they had ashower for him! [laughs] After that, Jm
Ketchum [the Senate curator] was a good friend, and he was a practical joker. When Jm'swife
Barbara was pregnant, | thought it would be fun instead of having a shower for her to haveit for Im
Ketchum, to get back at him. So we did it like they did for Senator Thurmond. So instead of just
having girls for the shower, | had couples. | remember we got alittle child's highchar and alittle doll
with glasses like Jm Ketchum wore. But that was brought on by Senator Thurmond.

Oh, Senator [Alexander] Wiley was a big round faced person and very friendly. He used to
bring in Wisconsin cheese. One time hiswife called me, and she wanted a copy of the Senate sedl
because she was hooking a rug, can you imagine that, with the Senate sedl init! She worked on it for a
long, long time. But he was very friendly.

Now, Senator Pat McCarran isnt on thislist.

RITCHIE: No, he had died by then, and Alan Bible took his seat.
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SCOTT: That'sright. But Pat McCarran was very colorful. Eva Adams worked for Senator
Pat McCarran. Shewaskind of atradition at the Senate, too. That was back when the Administrative
Assgtants Association was first started and Mr. Johnston was a member. | used to go to some of
those things, and Eva Adams was there. Senator McCarran was very rdiant on Eva Adams. Out in
Las Vegas, Nevada they named the airport after Senator McCarran; and they named something after
her, too. When he died, | remember, Mr. Johnston had known Eva Adams redly well and they were
both commiserating with each other about his death. And then Eva Adams was gppointed Director of
the Mint, that was her job for awhile, and then | think she went with Searsin abig postion. Shejust
passed on ayear or S0 ago. My friend Betty Kraus, who used to work for Mr. Biffle, the year that she
cameto vist mein PAm Springs, had gone to see Evafirgt in Reno. Wewere dl kind of closer at that
time. But Senator Pat McCarran was very colorful with his white hair; and very friendly, too.

RITCHIE: Hisdaueisin the Capitol now.

SCOTT: Yes, | want to go and seethat. Wdll, that coversthelis.

RITCHIE: Wevetdked alot about Senators and their secretaries today. How would you

characterize the Senate as a place for awoman to work in the 1950s? Y ou knew so many of the
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women who held dl these jobs in the Senate. How would you describe it, as awoman, to work in the

Senate?

SCOTT: Oh, | thought it was just marvelous. There was only one point where | ever heard
any criticiam, but that was much later. There was acommittee—I don't know what staff members it
included—but some women, some Senate employees, made a report about the fact that some of the
women of the Senate, who had just as responsible jobs as the men, weren't paid as much as the men.
And they did something about that. Then after | retired, somebody gave my name to the director of
"Sixty Minutes,"—this was severd years ago. They cdled me and they said they weregoingto do a
broadcast about women being underpaid, and they asked if | knew anything about that. Of course, |
told them | had been retired for severd years, but | did know that before | retired there had been a
group that had hearings at the Capitol, and it was rather ironic that they found that the place where they
made the laws they weren't kegping up the laws about women's sdlaries. But | do think it wastruein
some cases that women did equal work, particularly in the Senators offices. Of course, the
adminidrative assistant was so0 often aman, and the personal secretary could be a woman—except for
Lola, who was the office manager in Senator Aiken's office, and some like that.

To get back to Rose Woods, it was the same, although that wasn't the Senate. When [H.R\]
Haldeman and [John] Ehrlichman were there they tried to cut Rose out as far as being close to the
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Presdent. They tried to put a wedge between her and President Nixon. So much o, | remember one
time she told me he was going off on atrip. She went on every sngle foreign trip with him, and this
particular time the hdlicopter was out there on the White House lawn, and he hadn't said anything to
her. She thought he didn't want her to go on thetrip. They were trying to keep her from going. He
was about to get on the hdlicopter, and he said, "Wdll, where is Rose Mary?' So they quick had to go
back and get her. She didn't have any luggage or anything. But she went out and got on the helicopter.
They were different, realy, men trying to cut her out. But she had alot of dedlings with the Senators
who would cdl. | remember she told me that when she was at the White House, the switchboard
operators had indructions not to cal the President but to call her, and she used to get cdls al different
hours of the day and night from Senators. She would not let them through sometimes, and tried to
handle some of them. | remember even Mr. Johnston couldn't get through one time, and he was saying,
"Your friend Rose" [laughg]. In other words, she was pretty strong in that way.

But that "Sixty Minutes' thing didn't go any further. Of course, | had been retired. | think if |
hadn't been retired they might have interviewed me more. But | did have this conversation with them.
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RITCHIE: It wasin 1970 that they did the sudy of women's sdlaries and pointed out that
there was sort of aglass celling, that there was just so far that women could go in terms of jobs and

sdaries around the Senate.

SCOTT: That must have been when it was. | retired in 77, and it was after that that "Sixty
Minutes' was going to investigate it.

RITCHIE: But that was when the women issued the report.

SCOTT: Yes, that must have beenin 1970. Wadll, it's been good talking about old times!

End of Interview #4
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THE SENATE IN THE 1960s
Interview #5
Wednesday, June 17, 1992

RITCHIE: You sadyou had a story about Senator Robert Taft?

SCOTT: Senior, yes, who wasn't very sexy! [laughs] There was avery smart woman
lawyer who was afriend of my friend Winne DeWeese, who worked for Carl Loeffler and later the
Republican Policy Committee. This woman was redly trying to push the nomination of Senator Taft to
be Presdent. And of course he was very brilliant. She said that if some of the girlswould pay attention
to him and flirt with him alittle bit, maybe it would make him fed he had alittle more goped! [laughg]

Thisislike picking things out of the air, but Senator Proxmire, back when he had his hair
transplants, used to come to the Capitol with alittle knitted cap over his head. Y ou seethese things
and you don't believe them, like the cartoons, but there he was. He used to walk from Porter Street,
pretty close to where Frank lived, dl the way, and | guess he jogged some of the time. When he got
closer to the Senate Office Building he was jogging in case people saw him, but there he was with his
shorts and this knitted thing on his head, covering the transplants. [laughg] He later was known for his

Golden Fleece Awards, remember?
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One day when Senator Proxmire was jogging to work he was held up. Hetold the thief he was
dying—termind. Thethief didn't rob him.

Charlie Jones, who had worked for Senator Maybank of South Carolina, looked like Senator
Proxmire, | thought. One day Senator Proxmire walked into our office and as he came through the
archway from the outer office, my near-sighted eyes deceived me and | said, "Hello, Charlie Joned!™
Needless to say when he got alittle closer, | was embarrassed to reaize my mistake.

RITCHIE: You mentioned about Senator McMahon and histoupee. | guessalot of the

politicians had their vanities.

SCOTT: Yes, whether it was known or not. One of the Senators was quite concerned
about his campaign photograph—had Mr. Johnston and me picking it out. 1t was when Senator [John]
Carroll (1 believe from Colorado) was visiting our office. He was running for reglection and was quite
concerned about the photograph which he wanted to use in his campaign. He showed Mr. Johnston
and me different ones and wanted to get our preferences. | went with a more serious one which |
thought would appeal to the voters. Another made him look younger, and | believe he went with that

one. (Hewas not re-elected.)
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RITCHIE: LolaAiken sadthat dl the Senators used to go down to the "baths," where they
had a bottle of hair dye. She said, "After awhile, dl their hair was the same color.”

SCOTT: Oh, no! [laughs]

| dso wanted to mention Senator [Joseph] Biden's swearing in, which was very touching. After
he had been dected, hiswife was killed in a car accident returning from Washington after renting a
house, and their little girl waskilled. He didn't want to come to the Capitol to be sworn in, because his
little boy was till in the hospital. So we passed a resolution enabling Frank to go over and swear him
ininthe hospitd. | went with him. It was one of those things you redly do remember. We went into
the room where the little boy was and his leg was elevated. Senator Biden's wife's handbag was down
there on the floor, and oh, my goodness, it was such a scene. They opened up adouble reception
room with doorsthat did open, and Senator Biden's mother and father were there, and her mother and
father, and it was very touching when Frank swore himin. | gppreciated being there to witnessiit.
Senator Biden made the statement that "I'm going to be a father firgt, and a Senator second. And if
being a United States Senator interferes with my being a good father, then I'm going to resign from the
Senate” | thought that was very touching.

Another item, which is not about a Senator, but about Jm Ketchum, who is such a colorful
person. When he was interviewed to be Curator of Arts and Antiquities of the Senate, | sat in on the
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interview with Frank. Jm, when he would tell about his experiences, which were consderable, referred
to himsdf in the third person. 1t was realy something. Frank looked at me, and | looked at him, and
Frank was trying to be serious, and Jm had a straight face the whole time. Thiswas the way he carried
on. He had graduated from Colgate University, where Mr. Johnston's son went. He had been Curator
down at the White House, and he started the book about Presidents down there, like the one we have
here, We the People.

Therewere alot of funny little events. Onetime | was over a his house for dinner, they lived
on Capitol Hill acouple of blocks from where| did. We had dinner, and of course it was not redl
relaxed a the beginning. | had never met Barbara, and she was very nice; and we ended up on his
patio outside, and we were getting more friendly as the evening went on. Findly, Jm said to me, "Wll,
Scottie, we have asurprise for you." | said, "What isthat?' Barbara had this very attractive hostess
gownon. And hesad, "The surpriseis, it's paper.” [laughg]

After both Dottie McCarty and | had retired, Jm invited us to come down to have lunch.
Instead of going in the Senate Restaurant we went out to have a picnic on the Capitol grounds. We
thought that would be fun, and we each brought something. We went out under this big, beautiful tree,
and we put down our blanket and the three of us were going to have fun reminiscing. All of asudden a

great big tractor came dong and they were going to take down the
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treed [laughs And | was sure Jm planned that on purpose! But he said he didn't.

When Jm Ketchum was Curator at the White House and LBJ was President, he staged a
rehearsd for the unveiling of what everyone thought was an officia portrait of President Eisenhower.
He had Mrs. Lyndon Johnson, his two daughters, and some of the newspaper people there, plusLiz
Carpenter of his staff. He had directed everyone where to stand, etc. When he pulled the draped
cover off the painting, it turned out to be the one LBJ had cdled the worst held ever seen, the one done
by Peter Herd, of him. The portrait featured the Capitol, al lit up, which drew attention away from
Presdent Johnson'sface. | later saw it in the Nationa Portrait Gallery, and | could understand the
President's reaction.

Jm and hiswife, Barbara, attended his assstant's, Mary Phean's, wedding dressed asamaid
and butler—the better to help out at the reception! He was redly funny. An unforgettable character.

These were things | just happened to think of as | waked over from Union Station today. |
remember one time Frank and | were at an Adminigirative Assstants party or something and there was
afriend of his who was downtown someplace in private industry, and he started bdlittling the office of
the Secretary of the Senate. And of course, | wouldn't let him get away with that! [laughs] | wastrying
to tell him about what | felt about the dignity and the importance and the service to the country and so
on. And Frank said | sounded like an old mother hen with al my
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feathersruffled. [laughs] Frank said a that time, which | hope was true, that | had awonderful fed for
the Senate. | think | had adevotion that was very sincere.

RITCHIE: | thought today we could talk about when Frank VVaeo became Secretary of the
Senate. In 1965 Mr. Johnston decided to retire, and Emery had the interim period before Frank
became Secretary. Did you wonder as dl these changes took place what your position was going to

be?

SCOTT: | wondered if Frank was going to keep me, yes. Of course, | was there through
Emery, and | mentioned that some of the Senators wanted him to campaign for the longer term, but he
wanted just to be a bridge in between. | was hoping that Frank would keep me. Of course, you
adwaysworry likethat. One other time when | was worried about losing my job was back when the
Senate was S0 closely divided, and my friend Senator [Frank] Lausche from Ohio was the one who
would have the swing vote. We were kind of worried because Senator Lausche had said out in Ohio
that he was a Democrat in Ohio, but "when | get to Washington | might vote with the Republicans.”
We were just scared he was going to vote with the Republicans to organize the Senate, in which case
the Secretary of the Senate would be a Republican.

But fortunately Frank did keep me. | fdt that | was able to help him because of my experience.

Frank, | thought, was very thorough because when he came in he had the different heads of al
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the different offices under the Secretary come in and meet them personaly. Asameatter of fact, | think
he went to some of them in their offices. | think he went physicadly to the Document Room and to the
Library. Hewastrying to get to know people. As| say, he caled everybody by their first names, and
| think he wanted everybody to fed closeto him. That was one of the main things that | remember.

RITCHIE: Didthework change once Frank became the Secretary?

SCOTT: | think so. Because of his association with Senator Mandsfied, and his trips with the
Foreign Relations Committee, and when he was doing some writing, and when he was up at the U.N.
working, he had more of aforeign policy interest, more international. 1 mentioned how he used to talk
to the different people from the different embassies, speaking the different languages. He was able to
shift from one to another. Sometimes he would take me to some of the embassy receptions. He said,
"Thisiswhere alot of thework goeson." So he had a different feeling as the work of the Senate was
affected by some of the embassy people, and I'm sure through Senator Mandfidld. He went with
Senator Mandfidld on three tripsto China, the firdt right after the Nixon trip to China. And then he
Sudied Mandarin Chinese at the State Department. He would go in the morning before coming into the
office. Then on the second trip that he made he was able to converse and have dinner conversation

with some of the people when
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Senator Mansfield was entertained there. Then on the third trip he made two speechesin Chinese. So
that was different from the actua workings of the Senate.

| think in some ways that he turned over some of the other things to me that pertained more to
the actud running of the office, S0 he could be freed alittle bit for thiskind of thing. That gave alittle
different focus to the work. He was able to augment it and give it a different thrust.

RITCHIE: | would think he must have delegated some of those responsibilities, snce he was
changing his own focus as Secretary.

SCOTT: Hewas. Asl say, | wanted him to get alittle bit closer to some of the other
Senators, alittle more than he did. But | guess he didn't have time. Y ou were asking once if when
Senator Mansfield was leader he came into the Secretary of the Senate's office—you were asking
about Mr. Johngton'stime, and | said that it was different than Senator Johnson who wasin al the time.
Well, when Senator Mansfield was Leader and Frank was Secretary of the Senate, he would call
Frank around to his office. So that was different too. He would call sometimeswhen | felt Frank
shouldn't have gone, but he couldn't refuse. We were having luncheons sometimes for some of the
Governors and so on, and Frank had to leave. | thought it was too bad that he was called away from

what he was trying to do there.
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RITCHIE: Did the Senators continue to use the Secretary of the Senaté's office as aresting

place and a meeting place?

SCOTT: Yes.

RITCHIE: Soyou 4ill saw them trooping in.

SCOTT: Yes, wdl one of thethings | forgot to mention, going back to Mr. Johnston was
that during World Series time, some of the Senators were very much interested in basebdl games. We
were having long sessions, and Mr. Johnston used to have the TV on for them. Sometimes they would
line the chairs up to watch the World Series games. Then | remember there was one time when they
had the ball game here in Washington and Lowell Mason, who was FCC commissioner, would
organize luncheons for the Senators who were going to be going out to the ball game. Thiswas an
annud thing, and we were ingrumentd in trying to help him plan some of the lunches. They were
usudly down there in the Family Dining Room. Onetime | was offered aticket to go, but | was afrad
my girlswould fed bad about it. | didnt want them to fed jedlous or anything like that, so | turned it
down. That was the one opportunity | would have had to see the opening game where the President
throws the ball out.

Along that line, Lowe | Mason's daughter [Jimilu] was a sculptor, and she did abust of LBJ. Of
course, she couldn't get him to pose for her, he wouldn't St ill. He was awaysflying
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around. So what she did was alittle figure of him with one foot up and talking on the phone. [laughs]
After that she findly did abust of him. | don't know how she got him to pose, or whether she did it
through photographs. That's the bust that's in the Capitol. But that was Lowell Mason who arranged
the baseball luncheons.

RITCHIE: The Secretary's office was redly an extenson of the cloakroom, wasn't it? Inthe

sense that it was a place where the Senators could go to rdlax and get away from the floor, but still be

close to the floor.

SCOTT: Right acrossthe hall, yes.

RITCHIE: Soyou continued having luncheonsin there and things like that?

SCOTT: Oh, yes.

RITCHIE: In addition to becoming much more of an administrative office, because you had
more staff beginning to work in the 1960s and '70s, | would imagine.

SCOTT: Wédll, of course | had the same gtaff. | had two assstants and nine messengers. the
chief messenger, the assgtant chief, the heed waiter and his assstant, and the chauffeur and his
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assgant, and the others. | had the same staff under me, but | guess you mean the steff of the

committees and so on.

RITCHIE: Andthe gaff of the various divisons under the Secretary.

SCOTT: | guessso. At one point, some of the offices under the Secretary used to befilled
with patronage assgnments, but during Mr. Johnston's time he did a very congructive thing. Hetried to
have them redlize that the top people in each of the offices under the Secretary should be career
people, because they knew the work, the work went on, and the responsibilities were greater. And he
didn't fed they should be changed. In the Document Room, for instance, Theron Marshal was the
heed for awhile. He was getting different boys assigned dl the time to different patronage jobs. Hed
have to keep training people and then they'd leave. Of course, it didn't gpply to them so much because
you couldn't turn the Senators down. But Mr. Johnston really went to bat for keeping a nucleus of the
top people so that they could keep the operation going. | thought that was a pretty good thing.

Then, | guess it mushroomed after that. The samething gpplied for the Library and the
Stationery Room, and the Disbursing Office—we didn't do anything much to change them a all
because they were really career people, too.
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Bob Brenkworth was the Disburang Officer. We used to sgn for our pay, which was actudly
in cash then. And s0 | walked in one day and signed Mr. Johngton's name for mine. Bob said, "All
right, Scottie." | think those people were more or less career people, since the Disbursing Office
employees were dl accountants. Then after that, they changed the operation of the Disbursing Office,
and you were alowed to have your check sent to your bank, which is so much better. That stopped
the long lines going into the Disburaing Office.

RITCHIE: That'strue. Until about the mid-1960s, dl the Senate employees were paid in

SCOTT: Yes.

RITCHIE: That's pretty remarkable.

SCOTT: Wasnt it, though? Yes.

RITCHIE: Frank said that when he came into office he checked and there were only two
agencies in the government that were gill paying their employeesin cash. One was the Senate, and one
was an amy basein Alaska.

SCOTT: Nofooling? Isn't that something? Well, another thing, we never had a bank.
[laughg] | wastdking to Bill
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Ridgey recently. In PAm Springs everybody has been talking about the scandd in the House bank. |
keep saying that the Senate never had abank. Bill said that he had heard talk about it, but they never

did create one.

RITCHIE: Couldyou tel mealittle aout the Disburang Office and particularly about Bob
Brenkworth, who was such an influentid figure?

SCOTT: Oh, yes, he certainly was. He had avery, very hard job because he had to say
"no" to the Senators. And, boy, he wasredlly al straight down theline. He was like Mr. Johnston. He
just went by the book. If a senator would ask him something, he would just have to say "no." If you
would try to find out anything about anybody's sdary or anything like that—of course, that was before
we published the Secretary's report, as | mentioned the other day—he would say "no." He was very
much a gtickler, and he had to be. He was known for that. He was dso known for being brusque. But
you had to admire him! He wasredlly a very, very hard worker.

That getsinto the reason he changed jobs. He left when Senator [Richard] Russdll, who was
President Pro Tempore, got an appointment for him as Comptroller of the Senate. That was back
when Bill Ridgely moved into his position as head of the Disburang Office. Comptroller was aposition
that | think was actudly—established, | guessis the word—at Senator Russell's request. |
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remember | went around to his office when he fird moved in which is right around from the Disbursaing
Office and hiswife, El9, was there and Mr. Johnston and so on.

There was one incident that brought Bob's resignation about. Senator Mansfield decided that he
wanted to have copies of the income tax reports from the top people in each office. It wasto be very
clean—like they said "clean as ahound's tooth” during the Nixon campaign. He decided that he
wanted those. To Frank it was very embarrassing. He may have told you about this, | don't know.
But the top people in each of the offices had to bring copies of their income tax returnsto us. Frank
wouldn't even look at them. He gave them to me, and | wouldn't ook at them. But we did file them
away, and we checked them off when received to record that they had done what they were supposed
to do.

Bob didn't care for that ruling & al. You cant blame himin away. We werejust kind of
caught inthe middle. | think Bob felt that his operation should not be so much beholden to the
Democratic Leader, to the Mgority Leader. It was an overdl service of the Senate, after dl. And |
could see his point of view because | knew him pretty well. He was so sincere and so conscientious,
and | think he just resented the fact that the Mgority Leader would ask for this. | think Senator
Mandfidd wasjust trying to touch al bases, but it was a persond thing. Some of us didn't mind, but
some people did. Bob was the only one of our top people in dl the Secretary's offices—services
offices—who turned it down. Hejust fdt very very strong about it. |
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guess | got into this because Mr. Johnston and Bob were very, very close friends, and Bob was very
kind to him when hiswife passed on. They were just very, very close. They used to have lunch
together. Later, | used to see Mr. Johnston and he would say, "Oh, Miss Scott, it's just terrible the
way Bob iscarrying on like this. He should redlize that he should go dong with it." | wastrying to
explain it to Mr. Johngston. | wastrying to tell him that | understood, and | didn't think it was right for
him to say "No" to an order likethis. But | sure can understand why.

| don't know whether Bob finally decided to say "No.” | remember Frank had him around
there trying to talk to him to get him to do this and comply with it because Frank was right in the
middle. Bob would get very upset and talk very loud! | think Frank was afraid he was going to have a
heart atack or something. Frank then stopped having him around trying to talk to him, and then he
would send me around to Bob! [laughs] Frank would write along letter to Bob, which | would have
to ddiver and St there. So | got mysdlf right in the middle of thiswhole thing. And, like | say, | could
see both sides, and | could see Bob's objections. It's probably in the Record someplace whether Bob
actudly resigned as head of the Disbursing Office, or whether it was just changed. | know then that Bill
Ridgdy camein.

Bill was a different type person than Bob. Bill was more flexible as far as trying to understand
the reasons why and complying. But he was sill astickler for doing it the right way. He had anice,

quiet way of doing business, and was alittle less
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brusgue than Bob in talking to the Senators, in making them redlize what position they were putting him
in. See? That was the difference between the persondities. Bill became the head of the Senate
Disbursing Office, and Bob had this other office as Comptroller.

| don't remember the time éement on that—how long he was in that office as Comptroller. But
the literd function of that office was for some of the different Senate reports to be going through the
Comptroller's office—like an auditor. It was not just kicking him upstairs. He did have afunction. But
| don't think it was too easy for Bill. Then Bob becameill, and he wasill for along time. He was home
and retired. And | used to visit him and Els. | fdt badly because this whole thing happened. Bob had
his conscience and his principles, and he just wasn't going to change them. The Disburang
Office—well, al our offices—served the whole Senate. But this was the Mg ority Leader's request.
Likel said, Frank didn't likeit at al and wouldn't even look at these income tax returns. It was an
embarrassng time.

Then—et's see, Senator Stennis was the chairman of the Senate Ethics Committee. They
probably knew about what we were requiring people to comply with. The Ethics Committee never got
into any of our files. But thiswas the time when they were Sarting up.

U.S. Senate Historical Office Oral History Project
www.senate.gov/history 264



RITCHIE: When| first came to work for the Senate in 1976, | had to file my income taxes
with the Ethics Committee in a seeled envelope.

SCOTT: Yes, that wasit, in asedled envelope.

RITCHIE: Andthenif they had any reason to suspect me, they could open it.

SCOTT: They could openit. Exactly.

RITCHIE: But otherwisethey couldnt. It dways seemed very strange. But they stopped
doing that—maybe about ten years ago, except for the top adminitrators.

SCOTT: Wadll, that wasit. They'd come in sedled envelopes. Frank wouldn't open them; |

wouldn't open them. All | would do was check off who had complied, and then we had to keep after

them. We had to haveit. That wasit! But it could be opened if there were any questions.

RITCHIE: Thiswas, | suppose, after the Bobby Baker problem?

SCOTT: Oh, yes.

RITCHIE: Thiswas, inasensg, to try to get around it, too.
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SCOTT: Yes | think so, too. | remember so well talking about being as "clean as ahound's
tooth" back when Nixon was running. My friend Harold Beckley, head of the Senate Press Gallery,
was on alot of campaign trips with Nixon and Rose Woods. | remember he had alittle hound's tooth
that was given to him and to some of the other newspaper people by the Nixons. But it was kind of a
bad time. | think there may have been something about one of the people in the Document Room. |
don't know whether they ever went into hisfile or not. | think he later l€ft.

RITCHIE: The Secretary of the Senate is technically the financid officer of the Senate, but,
redly, it'sthe chief of the Disbursang Office.

SCOTT: That'sright. The Secretary isthefinancid officer of the Senate. And he delegates
thet to the Financia Clerk which was Bob and then Bill.

RITCHIE: Hasthe Dishursng Office operated as an independent operation, or has the
Secretary's office redly been in charge? How close are the two offices?

SCOTT: | think they're close. | think al the checks are Sgned by the Secretary of the
Senate for the Disbursing Officer.
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RITCHIE: My sensewasthat Brenkworth was an independent person and didn't answer to
other people above him.

SCOTT: [laughg] Officidly, no. Officidly, he was delegated to be the Financid Clerk of the
Senate who was redlly the Secretary of the Senate. And he delegated—that'sit! Because his Signature
was on the checks. The Secretary of the Senate's signature was duplicated.
| think that the same kind of independence prevailed for awhile about officia reporters. They
were more independent, even though they worked right across the hall from us.
Like | say, technically—that's it—the Secretary of the Senate was the financid clerk of the

Senate. From al those years back, so | guess that's the answer to that.

RITCHIE: Ancther office | never quite understood how directly they report to the Secretary
is the Parliamentarian who, officidly, is undernegth the Secretary of the Senate but dways seemed to be

much more independent. How did it work when you were here?

SCOTT: Charlie Watkins, the Senate Parliamentarian, was there fifty yeard | think
someone said you did hisord history. Sometime | would like to read that.

RITCHIE: | interviewed Foyd Riddick, not Watkins.
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SCOTT: You didn't do Charlie Watkins?

RITCHIE: Watkins had died before | came here.

SCOTT: Oh, | waswondering. | didn't think it Sarted then. Yes, Charlie Watkins was
there for fifty years, and you never met a more kind and caring person. Dedicated and conscientious.

All the goods things. Hewas marvelous He was Parliamentarian way back al those years ago.

RITCHIE: Hedarted in 1937 as Parliamentarian, and actualy had been on the staff long
before that.

SCOTT: | don't think he felt independent. | think he felt that he would have served the
Secretary of the Senate. Then there was Dr. Riddick. And before Bob Dove. . . .

RITCHIE: Murray Zweben.

SCOTT: Murray Zweben. | think they dl consdered themselves under the Secretary of the
Senate.  Mr. Watkins wrote the book about the rulings of the Senate; and | have a copy that he
autographed for me. Then he and Dr. Riddick wrote one together. So | have both of them that were
autographed. They go into dl the different procedures and the rules and the rulings. | do think that they
felt they were under the Secretary. They were given
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leeway by the Secretary to befair. They certainly weren't influenced or told how to rule—asthey
couldn't be!

Along that line—not the Parliamentarian’s office, but | happened to think of something the other
day. When Emery Frazier was Chief Clerk of the Senate and, then you mentioned they changed that
when Darrdll when he camein his was a different desk—it was the same desk. Onetime, | don't know
who darted it, but there was this great big blotter on the rostrum—this great big huge thing—and
somebody started drawing stick figures of the Senate on this blotter. | wish they had taken a picture of
that! They were stick figures and Emery showed it to me one time, with dl the different Senatorson it.
Everybody who presided would add to it. And they left it for the longest time until it was completed.
And then, findly, they washed it dl off. It was sointeresting. There ought to be a picture of that some

place.

RITCHIE: | hope someone saved it. | know that the desk itself—the Vice President's desk
and the desk the clerk's desk—Emery Frazier had moved to Kentucky when they restored the
Chamber in 1950.

SCOTT: Andthey gaveit to Barkley.

RITCHIE: They gavethe Vice President's desk to the University of Kentucky and the front

clerk's desk went to a
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different college, | think Bowling Green. Both of them Kentucky because Vice President Barkley and
Emery was the Chief Clerk.

SCOTT: Yes, from Kentucky. That's right.

RITCHIE: They haveit on display in the Universty of Kentucky library and they refer to it as
the Barkley desk. | pointed out that all the Vice Presidents sat at that desk from [John] Breckenridge
in 1859 up through Barkley in 1950's. So it wasthe Vice President’s desk not the "Barkley desk."

SCOTT: | seewha you mean, yes. But they did giveit to them. They presented it. Barkley
was such acolorful man. Those were very interesting times. Of course, | used to be down on the floor

filing alot of those rall-call votes.

RITCHIE: Going back to the 1960s now, that was a so the period when they began to
computerize the Senate. One of the firgt was the Disbursing Office which in the mid-1960s findly came
up with a computer system to pay the Senate employees. And dowly but surely other offices began to
look into computers. Did that affect your work in any way?

SCOTT: | remember theday. | remember it well. Bill Ridgely was the Disbursing Officer
and Frank was standing there at my desk, and they had a computer here in the back room. They were
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testing it and trying it, and they were getting dl thrilled and excited about it. Then—right in the midst of
al this—Frank said he wanted me to check over on the House side on some legidation. Whenever |
wanted anything, | could go to the committees and talk to the committee chief clerk and find out not
only where the legidation was—exactly where it was—but what was going to happen. | mean, the

per son—not the computer—would tell you what hearings were scheduled and what was going to
happen, and give you the red story, whereas the computer would just say what it wasin.

Wi, anyway, right in the midst of this, as Bill and Frank were standing there checking on this
compuiter, for some reason, he had me cal over in one of the House committees. And evidently, they
had put a computer in, and the computer was down. They couldn't give me any answer. Before that
you dways dedlt with aperson! | dso had some bad experiences with my charge accounts being on
computers that got al messed up! | aso tried to return acal one time for Frank to ahotel in San
Francisco, and | couldn't get through as their computers were down.

Of course, | know that people put the information in the computers, and the machines are dl so
much more sophigticated. But | had one charge account at Jaleff's, and they kept sending me two
different billsdl thetime. | would pay one, and they'd keep sending me another one. So I'd keep
writing letters. | would say, "Dear Dumb Dumb. Herewe go again!" | could never get anything done
becauseit was dl inthe computer. Findly, | went to the top, some person at Riggs bank, to try and get
them through.

U.S. Senate Historical Office Oral History Project
www.senate.gov/history 271



Then | understand at that time Jdlleff's took dl their billing off computers because they were having so
much trouble with it

| think I mentioned the other day about when Marilyn Courtot came to the Secretary's office.
She had been over under Senator [Howard] Cannon in the Rules Committee, and then she was put in
our outer office. She had this great big bill for a computer for every Senator's office, and | guess
eventudly everybody got around to it. But that time, it wasjust alittle ahead of the time because it was
going to be hard for the old staff to get into that kind of work. Of course now, it'sjust likeusing a
typewriter.

| think the Disburang Office was the fird to use one. They found it very efficient. They could
get everybody's record up in just one second. It was marvelous as far as people's whole records,

retirement information, and so on.

RITCHIE: When the computer center was established, it wound up as part of the Sergeant at

Arms operations.

SCOTT: That'sright.

RITCHIE: Wasthere any question as to where it should go? Whether the Secretary of the
Senate should be in charge?

SCOTT: No, | don't think so. We only had our own offices to worry about if they wanted
to use computers. | think the Public Records Office adopted computers. The Public Records Office
had
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al the pre- and post-election forms on file. | guess some of those they must have put on computers
because the newspapermen could come in and see them; and then if they wanted them, they could buy
copies of some pages. And | remember that there was a computer operation for them to actudly see
on the screen rather than Sitting down and going through al the papers. Then they could buy copiesiif
they wanted printed copies. That came through our Public Records Office, too.

RITCHIE: It'sfunny that the origina Secretary of the Senate purchased quill pensfor the
Senate. That was the beginning of what eventually became the Stationery Store. B, the Sergeant a
Armswasin charge of equipment, starting with typewriters. And they moved from typewritersto

computers.

SCOTT: Yes.

RITCHIE: Although from the quill pen to the computer might be just as much of a sraight

line

SCOTT: That'sright. Yes. The Sergeant at Arms had to furnish the drapes, and the carpet,
and the furniture. 1 remember one time we were having our office done over with carpet and everything
like that, and we had great big tal cabinets that went up to the celling. | remember Mr. Johnston was

away somewhere, and
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we had to make adecision, as to the drapery materia to be installed inside the glass cabinet doors.

That'swhy | worked very closely with Dottie McCarty. She was Chief Clerk under Joe Duke.
And she and | went back and forth with adminigrative things. Mr. Johnston let me go ahead and
decide what kind of drapesto put insde these big cabinets. So | told Dottie, and we went ahead and
did it because they were in charge of dl this furniture.

RITCHIE: Soyou fed the two offices—the Secretary's and the Sergeant a Arms maintained
pretty good relations?

SCOTT: Oh,yed Dottieand | in particular. Our offices had so much to do back and forth,
and Joe Duke was my favorite. He was just marvelous. He worked so, so hard. And he worked very
closely with dl the Senators. He was very dedicated.

Then Bob Dunphy came after him, and Bill Wanndl. Bill Wannal had been our Senate printing
clerk, and then was eventually Sergeant a Arms. So we had known him from way back. He worked
closdly in our outer office. Guy Iveswas the printing clerk before Bill. He was an older man and very
gruff, but Bill was an entirdly different persondity.

| remember, when | was telling you about Senator Lucas Adminidirative Assstant, Margaret
Mahon, putting flowers on his desk in the Senate Chamber. Thisiswhat Bill did when Guy Ives died,
at his desk of the outer office. All those fellows used to be
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in our outer office and eventudly they got separate offices. The printing clerk got a separate office
down in the basement. That was Bill Wannal and Tom Gay, his assstant. The Parliamentarian was out
there in the outer office, and then he had a separate office not too far from the Senate Restaurant. They
gradudly went out, they mushroomed into different office suites.

RITCHIE: It'samazing how many of the people spent their entire lives on those jobs. Redly
devoted themselves.

SCOTT: Yes. Yes

RITCHIE: Andthey didnt retire!l They died a the desk in asense.

SCOTT: Wall, that was what Beck used to say: "I want to die with my bootson." Hewas
head of the Senate Press Gallery for many years.

RITCHIE: Andsome of them—like Mr. Watkins—were therein their seventies. Watkins, |

guess was eighty.

SCOTT: | think he must have been around eighty. After he retired he went out to the Manor
Home out there in Silver Spring. His wife passed on fird, so then he was in this home by himsdf. And
Mr. Johnston used to say, "It's o sad that dl the years he
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put in and he and hiswife redly didn't have any time after he retired to go any place or do anything
because she died very soon after that." Dottie McCarty and | went out to see him—out to the Manor
Home, and he was such amarvelous character. It's a shamethat he wasn't here to do an interview. It's

ashame.

RITCHIE: Yes.

SCOTT: | remember, he had his typewriter out there and his papers. Mr. Watkins, redly,
was dways patient and dways would have timeto talk to you and would give you such thorough
answers. Well, hewas just addight! He was marvelous. Floyd Riddick, who succeeded him, used to
bring in these great big wonderful tomatoes from hisfarm. One other thing | have to say about Dr.
Riddick, it's so funny, but whenever he would get a cold, held get ared, low voice. Heliked to talk
then more than any other time. He sounded like Charles Boyer or something. | can remember him

talking with hislow voice. He was very gpproachable. | enjoyed him very much.

RITCHIE: | get the sensethat alot of the clerks who worked at the front desk were
Southern—Watkins and others—Southern gentlemen. Isthat a reasonable description of them?

SCOTT: Wdl, | dontthink so. | didn't get that feding. Mr. Watkins, | guess he could be
considered like a Southern
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gentleman, because he was so dignified. Perhgps a Southern gentleman, or perhaps even senatorid
himsdf—more so than a Southern gentleman, he was like a Member would be—very, very dignified.
And Dr. Riddick was very dignified, too, dthough he liked to talk alot like Senator Humphrey [laughs).
And that'swhy | say, when he had a cold with ared, low voice [imitates], he'd keep that up. We used
to get akick out of him that way.

And then Murray [Zweben] was his secretary. Let me see, he was—I'm trying to figure—
Murray was offered the job of Senate Parliamentarian, and Murray and | went together to the reception
that | think | mentioned the other day in connection with the different seminarsthet | gave. Therewasa
reception for the secretaries of the senate and clerks of the house of the state legidatures. Murray and |
went to that together. Later on there was something, |'ve forgotten what it was, when Murray was
Parliamentarian, and there was something | corrected him on; about parliamentary procedure, alittle
thing that | had noticed.

Anyway, | think, Murray wanted araise of somekind. And I think they felt that it wasn't
deserved. | think thiswas when Murray left. Then there was another fellow whose name | cant
remember who worked as secretary to the Parliamentarian, and he got very bored. He would come
and talk to me, and | would say: "If you redly want to make a career, you'd better just hold on."
Everybody had gradualy moved up and out. | can't remember his name, but he went over to the

House side. Then the next one after
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that was Bob Dove, and | don't know whether or not Bob Dove is now Parliamentarian.

RITCHIE: No, Bob Dove was Parliamentarian. But heisnow on Senator [Robert] Dol€'s
gaff. He's parliamentarian for the minority.

SCOTT: Oh, redly?
RITCHIE: When Dole stepped down as Mgority Leader and the Democrats camein,
Senator Byrd wanted Alan Frumin to be Parliamentarian. And then Bob Dove continued on with the
Republicans, so he sits with Senator Dole. So now we have two Parliamentarians.

SCOTT: It that interesting?

RITCHIE: | think that maybe part of it was Senator Byrd was such a master of the rules
himsdf, and that the minority felt they needed some additiona ammunition.

SCOTT: Oh, | see, to off-set that. That's very interesting, isn't it? Well, you know, that's
kind of like the way it was with Bill Cochrane. Bill Cochrane had been chief clerk of the Rules
Committee for such along time under Senator Jordan. Then when it went Republican, he stayed on.
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RITCHIE: Hesdill here, working for the Rules Committee.

SCOTT: Ishe?

RITCHIE: Heand Doc Riddick have offices right next to each other.

SCOTT: Isthat right? Well, that's the way it used to be over on the House side when the

adminigration would change. | think the Clerk of the House would do something €se and till be

there—kind of a"holding" job, maybe to advise the minority.

RITCHIE: Wel, even in the Senate there had been along tradition, for instance, the Librarian
represented the mgority party, and the assstant librarian was from the minority party.

SCOTT: Tha'sright.

RITCHIE: And the Sergeant at Armswas from one party and the Assistant Sergeant from
the other. Mark Trice was the Assistant Sergeant at Arms when there was a Democratic Sergeant at
Arms. But from 1955 until the time you left there was a Democratic mgjority, so there wasn't that kind

of achangeover, back and forth.

SCOTT: That'sright.
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RITCHIE: Not until 1980 when the Republicans won the Senate again. One of the big
changes that occurred while you were there was the creation of the Federa Elections Commission and

dl the records.

SCOTT: Oh, yes.

RITCHIE: Wha wasthe Secretary'srolein al of that?

SCOTT: Oh, that was redly something! We had dl sorts of different conferences about that.

We wanted to be very, very careful and very sure and very conscientious to do agood job on that. It
was a politica hot potato. We dl had conferences including some of the people from the downtown
departments and everything for the advice and the wording of the forms.

Frank and Darrell met with these people—I can't remember exactly who they were now, but
they did come up for meetings. That was done very, very carefully. | attended some of the meetings.

Lan [Orlando] Potter who used to be with Senator Pell, and who had run, onetime, | think for
the House or the Senate, Lan Potter came over with us. And he was very, very knowledgeable and
very much of ahep. And when they organized and established the Federd Election Commission
downtown, Lan went there astheir first director, from the experience he had with usin the Secretary's
officein garting it off. And Hoss€'s daughter went down there, and she worked down there for awhile
under Lan. When Lan retired afew years back, we went to his retirement party, Flossie and .
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He was very active from the time he started out here. | ran into him—I guesslast yeer—over therein
the Senate cafeteria. | don't know what he's doing right now. But he was the firgt director of the
Federd Elections Commisson.

The Commission, | think, was agppointed by the Presdent. And there were some Senators on
it. But we worked on the exact wording of pre-election, post-election statements. We worked on the
time element when they had to befiled, and it was avery big operation. And out of that grew the
establishment of the Public Records Office, and some of our people went over there. Thisiswhat |
was saying, the newspapermen had access to and could buy copies of these sheets. So the whole thing
was out in the open. If any candidates didn't file on time they could be cited. 1t was againg the law!
See? So that was the beginning of that.

RITCHIE: Sothejob was getting more complex?
SCOTT: Yes. | remember that. And | remember we worked very hard to be sure it would
befar. Andwhét levels of contributions that the committees could give; what they could give for use of

the media. All of that! We wanted to be very careful and correct abot it.

RITCHIE: Did the Senators have any problems with that at the time—objecting to al the
bureaucratic routines they were being put through?

U.S. Senate Historical Office Oral History Project
www.senate.gov/history 281



SCOTT: | don't know. | wouldn't want to say. | redly don't remember. Wedid al the
actua footwork about it, and dl the nitty-gritty, al the forms. We sent them out to them and then had
to be sure we got them back. 1t got to be a great big operation.

RITCHIE: Going back to the Senate as awhole, the mid 1960s was when the Vietham War
began to be the predominant issue, and it certainly became avery divisve issue in the Senate and in the
Democratic Party. Did it spill over? Did you fed there were tensions devel oping because of the war
and the hawks and the dovesin the Senate &t that time?

SCOTT: | suppose 0. | felt sorry for Senator Humphrey at that time. | felt especidly sorry
for President Johnson. | remember Bobby Kennedy started being active at that time. And | think
LBJs heart was just broken because | think he wasin such abind. He had inherited part of this; and
thisis what brought him down. In the meantime Bobby Kennedy was going great guns.

My feding, particularly, was about President Johnson because we had known him so well, and
| was fedling so sorry for him. And | remember when Bobby Kennedy was assassinated, and at the
services they had for him up in New Y ork they had on TV some shots of President Johnson, who had
said he was not going to run. 'Y ou remember that speech? He didn't have it in the speech at dl, and

then a the very end on television he said he would not run. | was

U.S. Senate Historical Office Oral History Project
www.senate.gov/history 282



watching him on TV & the Kennedy services and the cameras came back to him. They showed his
reaction to the speech that Ted Kennedy was making, the eulogy for his brother; and the way |
fdt—maybe | imagined this—the way | fdt—it was written dl over hisface that LBJ wasthinking: "If |
had known this was going to happen, | would have run." 1t was Bobby Kennedy whom he was
worried about. | think he would have been mortified had Bobby Kennedy gotten the nomination. And
from how we knew him, | think he wouldn' let himself be put in that position where Bobby Kennedy
would be nominated after he had rebelled againgt him. But he had on his face this expresson: "If |
thought this was going to happen .. ." You know what | mean? | could just seethis.

I'm a"people’ person, and | love to see ther fedings, particularly if | get to know them. And
you can see what they're thinking, the reason why they're doing this, and this—that iswhat | find so
interesting. | dwayssaid | wasa"people’ person, and Frank said hewas an "ided" person. So | said,
"Wéll, people have theidess” [laughs] But I'll never forget that shot. He was acting like, "If I'd

known thiswas going to happen . . ." That was his expresson.

RITCHIE: Frank wasvery close to Senator Mansfield who was somewhat skeptical about

thewar in Vietnam.

SCOTT: Oh, and about troops in Europe, too. Mansfield was dways against keeping

troops over there.
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RITCHIE: | waswondering, Snce you were a Johnson person at that stage and Frank was a

Mandfield person, you must have fdt the differences of opinion developing.

SCOTT: Yesldid. And |l fdt sosad about it. Asl say, LBJ had inherited it. Hewastrying
to get the whole thing over with, and then alot of people were saying he shouldn't have gone further.
But were never the ones to back down. The best comment of dl was from Senator Aiken, when he
sad, we should have said, "Wewon,” and leave! That made more sense than any of therest of it. That
was the way Senator Aiken was. | thought if people stopped and listened to him alittle more! But |
don't know how close Senator Aiken was to President Johnson. | don't know whether he felt that
cdose. But hewas closeto the other Presidents. And they should have given him the benefit of some of
his suggestions.

RITCHIE: In connection with the war in the 60s, early 70s, there were alot of
demondtrations in Washington.

SCOTT: Yes.

RITCHIE: Did that complicate matters for the Senate? Did you have any dedings with
demondtrations, security issues, and things like that?
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SCOTT: Widl, | think that was before that time. | remember, and of course, this

was—remember when the Puerto Ricans sarted shooting? Remember?

RITCHIE: Over inthe House Chamber.

SCOTT: Over inthe House Chamber. And that was when Mr. Johnston was Secretary for
the Mg ority, and we were in G-43. | heard afterwards that after they had done the shooting, they had
come down the corridor, right in the Capitol, right outside my office, and had used the little devator to
go down. Oh, | wasso closeto that! That's when they put up all security devices at the entrances to
the gdleries. And they had all the glass and everything. Y ou had to have your bags checked. Severa
years laer, | wasin Mexico, and | went to a beauty shop, and one of the wives of one of the
Congressmen who was shot was there in the beauty shop. | don't know how we started talking about
it, but he had been hurt. | think he ended up in awhed chair. He had been shot. | remember talking
to her about it and saying, "Oh, what they had gone through.”

RITCHIE: Yes and whileyou were therein 71, when the bomb went off in the Capitol.

SCOTT: Oh, yes. | remember that. And before that—there's no reason for it, except
talking about shooting—this man shot
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himsdf. Hekilled himsdlf right outsde the Senate Press Gdllery. | remember Beck told me about that.

Then back when, let me see—I'm trying to think who it was. One of the Senators was going
over to the Capital in the old subway ca—the one that they have on display. There was a man who
took a shot at him.

RITCHIE: Oh, was this Senator John Bricker of Ohio?

SCOTT: Bricker. Yes. Hewas going over on the subway, and | think it was somebody
whom he had gppointed whom helet go. It was one of the patronage employees who lost hisjob. So
he wanted to get back at Senator Bricker. That'swho it was. And he shot a him, and Senator Bricker
ducked down below the seat there in the subway car and said "Start off!" And, boy, the operator
darted off, and he saved hislifel It wasin the old Senate Office Building, and there were two holes
from the bullets that went into the walls over there. | remember hearing about that and seeing the holes.

Then coming later on to the bomb—the bomb, | think, did some damage to the Disbursing
Office.

RITCHIE: Yes Itwasinawomen'sroom jus right below the Disbursing Office.
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SCOTT: Yes That waskind of scary. And then at one point—trying to think, thisisn't
exactly about the bomb. But a one point, thisis more toward the time we were thinking of having the
possible impeachment proceedings on the Senate floor, about Nixon. But they camein and they put
"bugs' around our office.

RITCHIE: They put in bugs?

SCOTT: Remember thetdl file cabinets. They put severd different onesin. It was ordered,
| think, by the Sergeant at Arms.

RITCHIE: Werethey taping what was being said?

SCOTT: | don't know.

RITCHIE: Or debugging?

SCOTT: Yes, | guessthat'sit. Debugging.

RITCHIE: Oh, okay. So therewas screening. They were looking for bugs. Did they find

ome?

SCOTT: No, | don't think so. But | remember the day they camein, and | was thinking this
was unusua. And thiswas just about the time of al the Nixon trouble.
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RITCHIE: They werelooking to seeif anybody was secretly taping.

SCOTT: | think that may have been because of the Nixon tapes probably.

RITCHIE: Dardl told methat down in the Foreign Relations Committee they used to come
in periodicaly to look for bugsin the '50s. They were very concerned about e ectronic eavesdropping,
which became abig issue at that time.

SCOTT: Then, of course, they had the Nixon tapes. | have acopy of it. A friend of mine
worked for Congressman [Peter] Rodino, Chairman of the House Judiciary Committee, when they had
the hearing, and she sent me a copy of the hearings. Then we had some other documents they had
researched on impeachment procedures.

RITCHIE: Butyoure not aware of their ever actudly finding there were any bugs?

SCOTT: No, | wouldn't say that. | wastrying to remember if they were ingtaling them or
what they were doing. But | guess they were searching for them. | didn't ask too much about it, but |
remember | was there and they were going dl around. | think it was kind of confidential. Maybe|
should take that ouit.
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RITCHIE: Oh, that's okay because other people have taked about the whole question of
eavesdropping, which became a big issue beginning with the 50s. So much had to be dedlt within
secret. That's why they created that secret room on the top of the Capitol.

SCOTT: | didn't know about that.

RITCHIE: They dill useit for security briefings. That's one area that's guaranteed to be free
of any kind of eavesdropping.

SCOTT: Tha'svery interesting. You learn something new every day.

RITCHIE: Timeswere changing, obvioudy, in the 60s. There was alot of turmail in the city
and turmoail in the Senate, | guess, a the same time.

SCOTT: | have some notes on some other items. One of our people was the Enrolling
Clerk, Harvey Carroll. Poor Harvey Carroll had a heart attack one day, and he would run al the way
down the corridor to the Clerk's office to have something Sgned. So he had a heart attack, and he
went to the hospitd. And he was just there briefly, and he came back; and that afternoon he was
running again. All the way over to the House side. Isan't that something?
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Sometime, 1'd liketo get into some of the people that we had as guests come through. Some of
the cdebrities. Sir Anthony Eden and so on. | think that might be interesting. | was thinking of
them—not so much Anthony Eden, movie stars and so on like that. Sometime | want to mention about
the Martin Luther King riots and the Magna Carta. And one other thing, one time when Mr. Johnston
was Secretary of the Senate—it was a night sesson—and Charlie Marston, who used to be in the
House Press Gdlery, cdled to find out if we were dill in sesson. The House had finished and was
waiting for the Senate to act on something so they could adjourn and go home. Charlie called me from
the House Press Gdlery, and he said, "Would you like to hear them down on the floor?" They were
anging! They were Snging on the House floor while they were waiting for the Senate to finish! | said,
"l don't believeit!" | thought he was kidding or something. He said, "No." And he was in the House
Press Gdllery, and | could hear them.

RITCHIE: Youmentioned the Martin Luther King riotsin Washington in '68. Since we've
been taking about demonstrations and disturbances, how did that affect the Senate and you persondly.

SCOTT: Oh, that wasjudt terrible! That was just terrible! 1 had my townhouse up here on
8th Street, SE., Eighth and A. | remember the night it dl started, they were having the fires downtown.
| remember Dr. Riddick and | came out to the Capitol
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plazawhere we had our cars parked, and we could see the smoke downtown. | remember Dottie
McCarty had gone on home, and she called me. She didn't want me to go home done. She wondered
about my car—if | wanted to leave it, or if | wanted to drive it home. Shewasworried. She said that
Joe Duke said he would have the Sergeant at Arms car take me over to her place because she was
worried about me. Then | had afriend out in Silver Spring who wanted me to come out and stay with
her because | wasadone. My Dad had passed on. | didn't even try to go out to Silver Spring because
it was said you couldn't get through. There was some man who was shot when he stopped to get gas,
inhiscar.

Then another friend of mine in those couple of days was coming up to see me from Annapolis,
and he couldn't get over the bridge. They stopped people going on the bridge. | guess this must have
been the second day it happened. Everybody had left. Everybody had cleared out, and | thought, “"Oh
wall, I'l just stay and get some filing done.”

And | got thiscall. Some woman—someone outside, not even connected with the
Senate—said she heard they were going to start bombing the Capitol—connected with the riots and
everything. | thought, "Well that's nice to know!" [laughg]. | went downgtairs and | went out and the
policeman was there. | told him | just got a cal from somebody and they said they were going to bomb
the Capitol. He sad, "Oh, yes, we had gotten that report.” | said, ™Y ou could have called somebody
and told them so they could leavel” Those were just wild days. They put guards al over. They put
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Marinesdl over. And | remember my Dad had prophesied this before he passed on. He was afraid
there were going to be race riots in Washington. He said he wouldn't be a bit surprised to seea
policeman on every corner. Andit dl cametrue!

| tried to go home, and when | tried to drive down, some of the streets were blocked off. A
couple of blocks from my home at Seventh Street there was a5 and 10 and the Eastern Market. The
next day the 5 and 10 was al boarded up because they had broken the windows. And at thistime,
Frank had been on atrip with Senator Mansfield. | was over a Dottie McCarty's. 1'd spent the night
over there. We saw it ontelevison. Her Sster was crying when they showed dl thelooting. Frank
caled me there from San Francisco at Dottiesto see if everything was dl right because he heard dl the
reports. It wasjust such asad time.

| remember Hosse— bet it was the firgt night—she lived out there in Virginia. And the
gpartment house where she lived was high on a hill, and she told me the next day they could look down
and see the burning going on in Washington. A girlfriend of my cousin's and minein Philadelphiahad a
daughter who was coming down with her high school classto have afied trip to Washington. They got
right downtown to Hecht's, and the looting had started so the bus turned around, didn't even stop.
They drove back to Philadelphia again.

Frank's friend, Ord Alexander, was the kind of person who was into everything. He was ahead

of histime. He worked with the paraplegics to help them, and he was working with a group that was
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trying to use cod for fud, and he did some underwater diving. Anyway, he got involved in everything.
So he went out that night with a policeman friend of his, and rode around to see some of the action.
And hewas tdling us about it later at dinner parties. Ord Alexander.

| seem to be talking more about other people. But it was scary to me, too. That afternoon |
got that cdl, | thought, "Boy! | better get out of herel” And when the policeman said they knew—I
think they should have gone around to al the offices and called them or something. | guess most people
were gone, but | was dtill here. Everybody cleared out. But | thought it was ared quiet time to get

some work done.

RITCHIE: | guessthat it disrupted business quite a bit.

SCOTT: That day everybody left! Everybody left! Usudly, when | was there, my chief
messenger would stay to closethe office.  But everybody left! | thought, "Oh, well, now's agood time.
Red quiet." Whichwasunusud. Then| raninto Tom Gay. I'll never forget. He was assgtant to Bill
Wannall, the Printing Clerk. | ran into him, and told him, and he was amazed, too. We both looked at
the policeman and said, "Why didn't you let usknow?' They should have cdled every officein the
Capitol and told them.
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RITCHIE: Withinaday or o there were Nationa Guardsmen dl around the building.

SCOTT: That'sright! There were National Guardsmen. There were Marines. And
metropolitan police. Three different groups. And you redly had to show your credentias to get by
them. They were a0 right down there where my little townhouse was.

One night | was with some people, and | couldn't get near there. 1've forgotten how | got

home. | had to go around a circuitous route. That was really sad.

RITCHIE: Youmus have fdt like you were coming to work in an armed camp.

SCOTT: Exactly. | redly did. | remembered what my Dad had said about the policemen.
We had this cottage down at the Bay, and Daddy used to say, "If anything gets red bad in Washington,
we can always go down to our cottage on the Bay and escape.” It was just very scary. Then, of

course, what's her name, Loretta King?

RITCHIE: Coretta.

SCOTT: Coretta—used to come in the Capitol all the time after that. She would show up
constantly. You would see her in and out dl thetime.
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The Sunday after theriots | went to church a Saint Dominick's on Capitol Hill with Dottie
McCarty's brother in law. LBJwas there with his daughter Luci and her husband, Pat Nugent. After
Mass, the President and his daughter and son in law paused and the people formed a semi-circle facing
them. | thought he might address the crowd but there was no applause or anything. It wasaquigt,
emotiona moment.

| think Darrell went down on one of the marches after that. I'm trying to think. He went down
and participated in one of the marches. He fdlt strongly about it.

RITCHIE: Might have been the Poor People's March that came shortly after that?

SCOTT: It was something, and Darrell went down. | remember hearing about it. That was
redly very dramdtic.

RITCHIE: Wdl, thisisavery dramatic way to wrgp up this session.

End of Interview #5
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THE CHANGING SENATE
Interview #6
Wednesday, June 24, 1992

RITCHIE: | thought we could talk about the 1970s today, about the Senate as an ingtitution.
Watergate was an overwhelming issue in the early 1970s. Did the Secretary of the Senat€'s office get
involved in away in the whole planning on Watergate and impeachment?

SCOTT: Yes. We had to with the cooperation of the Sergeant at Arms office. And
necessarily we had to do these things ahead of time even though we didn't know what the find outcome
was going to be. Along that line we had many conferences. Bill Wannall came around and talked to
Frank. We did order these pins which were going to be the identification for each Member of the
Senate to enter on the Senate floor as then it would be like a court. 1t would be Stting on the trid of
our President. | have one of these on my charm bracelet. And they were not distributed to the
Senators.

RITCHIE: So, inother words, they got everything prepared just in case the Senate had to Sit

asacourt.
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SCOTT: Yes wehadto. Weweregoingto bedl set onit. Of course we looked up some
of the precedents. | have abook a home which had impeachment materids. | think that was done by
the House Judiciary Committee. | had afriend over there who was secretary to Congressman Rodino,
the chairman of the committee, and she sent me a copy when they were issued, of the materidsthey
had gotten together for their own purposes, and aso a copy of the tapes when they finaly came out. It

was ared agonizing time.

RITCHIE: It affected everybody.

SCOTT: Yes Indl different little ways.

RITCHIE: Andyou sad, a that time the Secretary’s office was very much involved in the
three Vice Presidents.

SCOTT: Yes | thought that was interesting. We kept changing the files. We had three
Vice Presdents in eighteen months [laughs] Thefirst one was Spiro Agnew. | remember the
comment which Senator [B. Everett] Jordan of North Carolina made to me after he had ridden with
them in the Inaugural Parade. He was co-chairman of the Joint Inaugural Committee. The chairman
was aways from the winner's party, so if a Democrat was elected it would be a Democratic Senator.
So Senator Jordan was the co-chairman. He and his wife rode down with the Vice Presdent and his

wife when they had the processon down to go to the reviewing
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gand. And | remember Senator Jordan said to me afterwards how cute Judy Agnew was. He said,
"Shewasjud like alittle kitty." She was so cute [laughg].

Then | remember when Congressman Gerald Ford was sworn in as Vice Presdent. | was
therein the gdlery. That was the time he made the speech—the only time he could spesak in the Senate
Chamber other than to bresk atie. And thiswaswhen he said, "I'm aFord and not aLincoln." He
came up to the Senate three different times within two and one-haf weeks after he was President. And
| thought he was trying S0 hard to cement relations. And of the three times, | went to one of the
receptions. It was for Senator Mansfield to celebrate the fact that he had been Mgority Leader longer
than anybody else. He had been Mgority Leader for seventeen years. | went to that and | met
President Ford at that time. Thiswas after dl the agony everybody had been through. | mentioned to
him what agood job he did. I'm sure everybody did. We fdt it was kind of a sentimenta thing, and he
was trying so hard to hed the wounds.

Then Nelson Rockefeller was number three. When hewas swornin, | wasin the gdlery
watching that again. It wasin the evening, and Secretary of State [Henry] Kissinger was Sitting across
the aide from me, and | remember his wife, Nancy Kissinger, was on the other sde under the
Harrimans. And she kept looking over thinking, "Why isn't he over here with me?' In the meantime, it
was Mrs. Ford, and Happy Rockefdler, and the Harrimans. When Vice President Rockefeller took
his oath he turned around and threw
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akiss up to Happy. But she had turned around and didn't seeit. She wastaking to Mrs. Harriman.
And | think Betty Ford nudged her. Everybody was kind of waiting. | wasin the galery watching that.
Some of the photographers were behind me. And then she did look down again, and he did it again.

| met Rockefdler when we ssgned himin. That was o unusual because it was the Rockefeller
fortune and we had to Sgn himin for his deductions and benefits. | remember he said to Frank, "Well,
she's prettier than you are.” [laughs] But he was very friendly and gregarious. That was interesting to
have the three different Vice Presdents.

RITCHIE: It wasapretty tumultuous time, a the very end of your say at the Senate.
Looking back, you came to the Senate in 1945 and you l€eft in 1977.

SCOTT: Righ.

RITCHIE: How did theinditution change? Wasit the same place that you left. Or had it

changed much over the years that you were here?

SCOTT: Wdl, actudly it grew. And we were just beginning the computer age—as |
mentioned the other day about getting computers in Senators offices. We started firgt in the Disbursaing
Office. | think that they modernized.

U.S. Senate Historical Office Oral History Project
www.senate.gov/history 299



| guessit became bigger and the pace was alittle bit different. Because when it wasasmdler
ingtitution everybody worked together. | mean, you called back and forth to al the committees and you
could find out exactly what was going on. And what was going to be going on. Y ou were in very
close touch with the actua operation. With the Sergeant a Arms office we worked so closdy over
those years, dso with the Leaders and Senators offices. | think when the third Senate Office building
was built, everything mushroomed. After that you couldn't have that persond touch and cooperation
with everybody. It was more through channels. It was more computerized. | guess that'sthe main
thing. It wasto be amore "peopl€’ thing. Y ou'd have something done without writing letters. Youd
just cdl and it was dl by phone. Thisis how we got so much done with the Sergeant at Arms office.

Gradudly, when you get away from the persond touch as much and you go through channds
and writing everything it gets—perhaps "loosar” isthe word. But otherwise you go ahead and get
thingsdone. You just doit, and there's not too much recording. Paperwork. | guess that's the main

difference.

RITCHIE: Didyou see very much change in the Senators—the types of people who were
Senators—in the '70s as opposed to the '40s?
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SCOTT: Yes, | think so. And | think some of the younger Senators came in and, possibly,
didn't have the same fedling for the Senate as the older Senators did. The ones | mentioned the other
day who looked like Senators—Senator Tom Connally, Senator Hoey, Senator George and Senator
Barkley—they seemed like they were the Senators senators. That's the picture you got. By contragt, |
mentioned about Senator Proxmire [laughs] and the fact that he had his hair transplanted. One morning

as hetried to come in somebody was trying to rob him.

RITCHIE: Soyou think they became less dignified?

SCOTT: Lessdignified. Of course, the fact that they were younger was good. They
brought fresh air and new thoughts. But they ill had to redize that they had to work under the rules of
the Senate and try to have that feeling and gppreciation so that they wouldn't go off for their own ends
rather than for making the laws of the country.

RITCHIE: Did you natice much difference in the type of saff who were coming in? Were
they the same type of people who had worked here when you first came, or was it a different
generation or different syle of saff members?

SCOTT: I'mtrying to think of the different people | knew to give as examples. | guessthe
people who had been there before
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had the same fedlings for the Senate that | did. Y ou know of people who worked so hard and they
were redly so devoted. And as it mushroomed and other people came in—I would imagine, thisisa
reflection of the members of the Senate themsdaves—and the fact that Saffs got bigger. Maybe they
didn't have the same feding overdl asthe origina onesdid. Going back asfar as Mr. Johnston, he was
S0 dedicated. | told you those long hours we would work at night trying to get the positions of the
Senators for their redection. | don't know if people worried about that as much, or were as
conscientious about that.

RITCHIE: Ancther change over this period was that you came in the era before television

covered Congress.

SCOTT: That'sright. For sure. [laughs]

RITCHIE: By thetimeyou left, televison was everywhere, and they were even planning TV
in the chamber to cover the impeachment trid. Did you get much sense of the presence of the media
and thetdlevison?

SCOTT: WEél, the presence of the mediawas dways al the newspaper people that we
knew. | knew dl of them—mnot dl of them, an awful lot of them—very well. And they wereredly on
the ball. That was person-to-person again. Rather than through the media or paperwork. See? |
aways admired reporters. | thought
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they were very savvy because they could redly go right through to the point, and they could find out
exactly what they wanted. Most of them whom | knew were very nice—Frank McNaughton, Jack
Bdll, Bill Theis, Johnnie Cutter, and people like that—people who were here years ago and had written
books and everything. To me, that was the persond touch. That was the media, and they were redly
on the bal and had alot of contact over the years with us.

| had occasion sometimes to vist the Senate Press Gdllery. After "Beck™ passed on Don
Womack was Superintendent, and sometime later they had awoman Superintendent. She was the wife
of Burl Hays, who at one time was head of our Senate Document Room. It was an interesting place,
like the "City Room" of a big newspaper. No matter what hour of the day it was you'd see some of the
reporters having coffee a the press table in the Senate Restaurant.

RITCHIE: There seemed to be alot more reporters here as time went on.

SCOTT: Yes, | think so. | think the number was something like seven hundred in the Senate
Press Gdllery. And that included representatives from Reuters and alot of the foreign newspapers. |
remember Bill Perry was the head of the Periodicd Gallery, that was the gdlery for the magazine
editors. We dso had the Radio and TV Gdlery. All those offices of the Senate, actualy, were liaison
with different parts of the media. They were very active and very busy. So the mediawasn't forgetting
about the Senate.
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Another thing | remember, around holiday times, was that the newspaper reporters would till
come in even though there wasn't much going on. They were dways around. Sarah McClendon, |
remember, from one of the Texas papers was here quite alot. And Mary McGrory, and I'm trying to
think of the other one who is ill going strong—Helen Thomas, the Dean of Women reporters, who
closes the President's press conferences.

Frank said one time that Mary McGrory's columns were dways o interesting. He said, "Her
words dance." And | agree. She had some marvelous columns. And | think she went from the Star
to the Washington Post when the Star stopped. Sarah McClendon was from Texas, and she was
kind of like adog with abone. Sheld get something, and she wouldn' let it go. | remember the night
Senator Proxmire had been appointed after Senator [Joe] McCarthy had died. We had an important
vote going on that night—isn't this funny you can remember these pictures?—and Senator Johnson had
sent out for Senator Proxmire at the airport to have him come and be sworn in and to attend the night
session that night and to be able to vote.

That happened on LBJs birthday. 1t was August 27. And | had sent a little boutonniere for
him to wear—a yelow rose from Texas. | remember they dl camein after Senator Proxmire had been
swvorn in and voted. They dl camein our office, and Sarah McClendon was trailing dong. She was
right where the action was, because Senator Proxmire had just arrived. | remember she turned to LBJ
and said, "Where did you get that yellow rose?' And then
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they cameingde. It just shows those newspaper people were there, and they weren't missing athing.
There was adso Mae Craig, whom they caled "The Flying Grandmother.” She was an older
reporter, who had flown in glider planes.

RITCHIE: Didyou ever have any problems with the newspaper people?

SCOTT: No, | didn't. Nonot at all. No. No.

RITCHIE: Didn't haveto hold them off a dl from. ..

SCOTT: No, and | think, possibly, Mr. Johnston had maybe more of a close relationship
with the newspaper people than either Emery or Frank because he had known them. | think he, in this
way, was very perceptive in deding with them because he redlized he wanted them to fully understand
and not go off and write something that wasn't true and not get just alittle bit of the story and maybe
make trouble where there wasn't any trouble. He was very cooperative with them, particularly through
Beck who was the head of the Senate Press Gallery, and they were very close friends. We dedlt very
closdly with the newspaper people.

There was one trip up to the Army-Navy game in Philadephiathat | went on the President's

train. Some of the reporters were
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there, and | was with some of them. Along that line, after women were alowed to join the Nationd
Press Club, | was sponsored and became amember. | retained my membership after my retirement for

quite awhile.

RITCHIE: Journdistswere part of the family . . .

SCOTT: WEel, yes, and a conventions, too. They were in there covering everything. | think
that was the only time we had to hold them off at the Democratic Convention in Philadd phia because
they were trying s0 hard to find out the actua words of the platform before we reased it. That would
have been ascoop! At that time we were hiding out. They didn't know where we were meeting. That
isthe only time | can think of that we didn't cooperate or that we tried to keep away from them.

RITCHIE: You mentioned that the Secretary's office was often visited by various celebrities.
And, | guess, most of the celebrities came to Capitol Hill because they were promoting themselves, or

promoting a cause, one way or the other.

SCOTT: Yesthey did. Sr Anthony Eden wasthe one | remember particularly well. [He

came on February 2, 1956.] We didn't have ajoint session to honor him, we had a separate sesson
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of the Senate when he came. | wish | had had the same courage that Senator [Howard] Baker had to
take my camera. Senator Baker used to run around taking pictures of al the different people. | wish
I'd done that, but | didn't think it would be respectful. So when Sir Anthony Eden—all tall and
handsome—came by my desk, | was thinking, "Oh, | would have liked to have had a picture.”

We had an informa reception for him in our dining room where the Senators could just comein
and meet him before he went in and addressed the Senate separately from the House. It wasanice
reception, 0 he did get to met them. He was the most important vigtor.

The most frivolous one was Jayne Mansfield [August 6, 1957] [laughs]. The person who
arranged that was Orville Crouch who was, | think, head of the Metropolitan Theaters in Washington.
He was afriend of Mr. Johnston's and he asked if he could have Jayne Mandfidd, who was in town to
promote amovie she was in, come in and meet some of the Senators. Mr. Johnston hated that. You
know, he was not that type. [laughs] But he agreedtoit. We had to call the Senators offices and
invite them to come and meet Jayne Mandidd. And it was the funniest thing. In addition to asking the
time and the place, they were asking measurements. [laughs] | think that Mr. Johnston stayed home
that day. | remember Emery camein, and | wasin the inner office. And Bobby [Baker] camein, and
we were there to welcome her. And when the Senators came in, they were like alot of little boys

coming in to meet the sar. | remember her makeup was o thick, and she had about thirty or forty
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people with her—all around her, behind her, brushing her hair and everything.

Mr. Johnston had said, "No picturesin our office” If they wanted to go outside in the halway,
but nothing in our rooms in our suite of offices. Hewouldn't dlow that. They did take some picturesin
the hallway. | remember her so well. She camein, and she had on apink turtleneck sweater and a
blue wool skirt and red high hedls, kind of like a plastic shoe. And she looked scared to desth. My
heart went out to her. Thisis so much fluff!

Anyway, | went in the inner office, and the Senators came in just to talk to her afew minutes
and shake hands. They could go home and say they met Jayne Mandfield. In the meantime, the page
boys got dl excited that Jayne Mandfidd wasthere. And they camein to me and they wanted to know
if they could get autographs. So | got her to autograph something. She dotted her "1" with a heart.
They said she had a pool shaped like a heart too. Anyway, she gave me the autograph, and | got
copies made for the page boys, and they thought that was very exciting.

The Senator who did not come to our office to meet her wasLBJ And she was origindly
from Texas. Rather than him coming around, she went around to his office. So she went to see him!
Mr. Johngton as | said wouldn't have anything more to do with it. The next day he told me that Senator
Johnson said shewas very intelligent. Evidently he had a nice talk with her over there. And then the
next thing was she went out on the Senate steps, and
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they took pictures of her there on the Senate steps. So that was one of the hilarious times.

Another visitor was Red Skelton. These people—you fet like you knew them. | was down at
Garfinckd's on my lunch hour, getting afur jacket. And there hewas. We just taked back and forth.
| remember his suit looked like he had dept in it—it was dl wrinkled. And he had al these things
hanging on his arms—a tape recorder and acamera. | had to hang around for ten or fifteen minutes or
something waiting, and | got to talking with him. He asked me—he wanted to go see Attorney Generd
Mitchell, and he was asking me where to go and what building. And | said, "Y ou redly should meet
Martha" Remember Martha Mitchdl? So | said, in addition to going to the Justice Department to see
the Attorney Generd, maybe sometime Y ou would like to come to our office?' He was very friendly
and very entertaining, very natural. That was the end of that, until about six or seven months later, he
camnein! Asaguest. And he brought hiswifewith him. | don't remember what the occasion was, but
he camein for avist. When hecamein| sad, "Well, what kept you so long?' [laughs]) He was very
friendly. Hewastelling me that he carried a camera and a tape recorder when he went to any new
place because he said whenever he got in acab held sart talking to the driver, and invariably he would
get something he could use. Something funny.

That was when Frank was there. When Emery was there, Immy Durante camein. | think

back when Mr. Johnston was there, Arthur Godfrey came in. He camein carrying a cane which he
hung on my
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desk as he went ingde to the luncheon. Y ou fdt like you knew these people so well. [laughs] Hewas
very complimented because Senator Johnson was giving aluncheon for him. He wastaking to me, and
| don't think he understood that ours was not Senator Johnson's office. We had the luncheon in our
dining room. | remember he ingsted on giving me his private number to have for the Leader. So, of
course, | took it.

And the one | thought was most interesting was Raph Bellamy. He was appearing herein
Washington at the Nationd in "Sunrise at Campabdlo.” When he waked in, Christine—who was there
at the corner—said, "Oh, | don't believeit!" Because in the play he's paralyzed, because he was taking
Roosavet'srole. He camein, and Mr. Johnston gave me the exciting duty of Stting in the galery with
him. | told him al about the Senate and dl about the pages and everything that went on. Some of my
friends over in the press gdlery, whom | knew, were kidding me afterwards about how | was Sitting
there with him. But he stayed for about an hour, and | stayed with him.

Then he wanted to go to the Senate Investigating Subcommittee which was investigating
Senator McCarthy. And he wanted to take some of his company from "Sunrise at Campabello” over.
So | cdled Ruth Watt, and | told her he wanted to come the next day. And | asked her if she could
accommodate them and get them seats over there.

What was interesting to see was these people in entirely different lines of business than show

business and their reaction
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to the Senators. When | took Raph Bdlamy up to the gdlery, | took him out in the hdl to get the
elevator, and whom should we run into but Senator Johnson. So | introduced them. And Senator
Johnson was very niceto him, and he said, "Y ou are playing the part"—of course of Roosevelt—"of the
man who was my mentor, the person whom | respected and cared about so much over the years” So

that was rather interesting to witness the meeting of Ralph Bellamy and Senator Johnson.

RITCHIE: Some of the saff I've talked to said that the Senators were dways fascinated with

people from the movies.

SCOTT: Likelittle boys.

RITCHIE: Yes Severa people taked about the filming of "Advise and Consent” on Capitol
Hill.

SCOTT: Oh, yes.

RITCHIE: And that the crew was here quite a bit filming over in the office building. Did you
oet involved with any of that?

SCOTT: No, not so much of that. | did go to the premiere. And Rose Ann Cosgrove, who
was my number three girl there, had been with Senator Gillette, who was actudly in the movie. And we
went to the premiere, and Senator Gillette was there. But in the movie
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it was very uncomplimentary to him. He was supposed to be fdling adegp dl thetime. But |
remember Senator Mansfield went to "Advise and Consent” too. | remember afterwards or the next
day, | dont think he thought much of it. | think he fdt that it wasn't very dignified asfar asthe Senate
was concerned.

Another thing | know about that—perhaps Ruth might have mentioned—they did do alot of
filming over there. And she was the chief clerk of the Investigating Subcommittee. They wanted her to
be there when they were filming. And Walter Wait, her husband, used to like to go to theraces. They
had a date to go to the races, actudly, one day when they were going to be filming; and so Ruth
couldn't be there. There wasalittle conflict then because, | think, Ruth wanted to be there; and they
were very sorry not to film her because she had been so active in that committee. | think her name was
Gladys Montiere who was Ruth's assstant clerk over there, and so she was there when the filming was
going on. Actudly it should have been Ruth because they had the TV coverage at that time, and Ruth
could always be seen in the hearings. Ruth should have been in that.

That brings up another comment. | think that everybody felt that it was clear that the role of
Senator [Lester] Hunt in the movie, "Advise and Consent,” was based on the fact that Senator Hunt

had committed suicide. There was one senator in it, I've forgotten the name then.

RITCHIE: Brigham Anderson.
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SCOTT: Yes. Heshot himsdf from his office one day. | remember that very well. That
was so sad. Of course, we didn't know reasons. But they put it in the movie. And, of course, former
Senator [Robert] La Follette [Jr.] committed suicide, too. Mr. Johnston used to drive in with him

occasiondly, and he dways said he was 0 quiet.

RITCHIE: | wasgoing to ask you what you thought about some of these movies and novels
that have portrayed the Senate. Have you ever seen anyone that has captured the Senate that you
knew or have they sort of digtorted them in any way?

SCOTT: I'mtryingtothink. Well! There were some quite awhile back. Frank
McNaughton, as | say, one of the old reporters wrote about Truman. Then the book by LBJ, The
Vantage Point, which | sent out there and asked him to autograph. And he sent an autographed little
thing that | just put in the front. And Jack Bell wrote something. Another one was The Agony of the
Presidency. | think these newspaper people who were the real ones, the ones who got assigned here,
got much more of an accurate picture than some of the others. I'm trying to think, there are some new
ones out, too, which | haven't read yet.

Asfar as our personal association was concerned, | trusted alot of the newspapermen because
at that time | think they tried to bring out the dedication of the Senators, and they didn't try to go after
them like they are doing now—with Senator [Gary] Hart and
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al that trouble about his being a candidate. He Sarted out as a page or something over in the House. |
met him the day of hisswearing in. Frank and | were invited to go over to hisoffice. So often after
Senators would have the swearing in, they would have little receptionsin their offices. | remember
someone was saying he was redlly going to go along way. | know Bill Ridgely fedls bad about the fact
that he got stopped because he felt it was awaste. Yet, those days | don't think they got into their
persond lives and everything like they do now.

| remember one of the Senators—this goes way back—Pierre Sdinger. Remember hewas a

Senator at onetime.

RITCHIE: In 1964, yes

SCOTT: Hewaswith the Kennedys. | remember the day he was going to be swornin. He
was hanging around our office. I've forgotten what the legidation being considered was, but there was
afilibuster going on. And he was hanging around our office just forever waiting to go in and to be
swornin. And the filibuster kept going on and on, and his wife was there. It seemed to be hours.

Now he'sredly part of the mediaand so good.

RITCHIE: Hehad been a Senate staff member before. Worked on the Permanent
Investigating Subcommittee.

SCOTT: Yes. | think so.
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RITCHIE: It has been a phenomenon latdy that a number of staff members have run for the
Senate and afew have won. Senator [George] Mitchell, who's the Mgority Leader, was on Senator
Muski€'s staff. And Speaker [Thomas] Foley was on Henry Jackson's staff.

SCOTT: | didn't know that.

RITCHIE: Yes, back inthe early '60s. He was on one of the subcommittees of the Interior
Committee. And Roy Elson ran for the Senate twice in the '60s. That was the beginning of Senate aff
becoming politicians themsdves.

SCOTT: Wadll, and Senator [Albert] Gore went to school out at Montgomery in Silver
Spring, where | went. Blair. Somebody showed me a yearbook not long ago, and there was Senator
Gore. Of course, I'd known hisfather. It'sinteresting, you know, to think how they started out and the
association they had.
| think | told you about Bob Kdly—I think his name was. He was with Senator Frear, and |
think he ran for the nomination, too, from Delaware. He only missed out by just avery few votes. So |

guessthey get the fever [laughs]. Not "Potomac” but "Senate” fever.

RITCHIE: We had mentioned aso about some retirements that you wanted to talk abouit.
About Vernon Tabert and some of them.
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SCOTT: Oh, yes. Vernon was ablack man, but he was in-between. He wasn't a black
man, he wasn't awhite man. Hewas Vernon. And hewas so, so dignified. Talk about dedication!
He had been herefifty years, and he just loved hisjob. Hewas our chief messenger. He had served
S0 many of the Senators. He served Sir Wington Churchill when he was here before | came, and that
was when Mr. Biffle was Secretary of the Senate. Vernon used to dways say he would get Christmas
cards from Sir Wington Churchill. And everybody, | think, felt so devoted to him. He was the kind of
a person whom Scarlett O' Harawould have referred to as an old-fashioned "darkie,” whom you
pictured in stories of the old South—only more revered because he was higher than aservant in a
Southern home. It was the home of the Senate. He had a sincere feding and love for the Senate, and |
think dl the Senators just appreciated him so much. For hisfiftieth anniversary we asked dl the sitting
Senatorsif they would each write aletter to him to mark the occasion. Mogt of them were enthusiagtic
about it, and wrote these lovely letters to him which we bound in anice, big book. In addition to that, a
lot of them volunteered to send money. We didn't ask anything about that, and they volunteered. |
think it was something like $700.

Then we had the presentation of the book in our office by Senator Johnson and Senator
Dirksen, and Mr. Johnston was there and the former Secretaries of the Senate. It was quite a
sentimental time. Mr. Johngton cried. Tothink! Fifty years he was here serving dl those Senators who
had passed through and his
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dedication to the Senate, and you just could seeit in his every action. He was so devoted to us when
we were here. And he was so devoted to me and very understanding. His job camefirgt.

| went to his daughter's wedding which was out at his home, with bridesmaids and everything.
His daughter was so nicely dressed. It was very dignified. And the house was al decorated. |
remember they had bows up the stairway and they had one room that was dl for gifts. Mr. Johnston,
Mrs. Johngton, and | were the only white people there. But we went. 1t was just S0 nice and dignified.
He had aminigter, and the ceremony was right in front of the fireplace.

Thiswas just done by the two Leaders and by the former Secretaries of the Senate within Mr.
Johngton's persond office—and at that time they did take some pictures and there was some publicity.
Then that same day alot of the Senators hearing about this and knowing this was the day, made
gpeeches on the floor of the Senate. And Vernon was alowed to go and stand there right inside the
door of the chamber and listen to the speeches. Then the next day we got copies of the Congressional

Record for him.

RITCHIE: What exactly was hisfunction in the office. What would VVernon do?

SCOTT: We had nine messengers, and he was the chief messenger. So his one job wasto

supervise them. Two of the messengers were waiters. One was the head waiter and his
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assgtant. Two were chauffeurs, because we had the officia cars. We had to go down to the White
House to take hills, also to the State Department, and other departments, etc. The others were just
"gophers,” you know. He was a supervisor firg of them. Then he was there, actudly, to serve the
Secretary and to serve all the Senators who came in whatever they requested. And, of course, he was
there for little receptions before the luncheons and with any foreign dignitaries, to keep things going
smoothly, keep al the boyslined up. We had congtant use of the messengersin every way, to serve
the Senators and to be there through the night sessions and to perform miscellaneous duties.

Then he used to close up the outer office and the reception room and my office and Mr.
Johngton's inner office, and the dining room. It was his responsibility to close up a night. And thisis
why, | mentioned lots of times we would stay late on Saturdays when Senator Johnson and Senator
Russdll would comein. Vernon would say as long as things would go on.  The office was consdered
open. No matter how many hours would go by, Vernon was the last oneto lock up.

Ellsworth Dozier was his assistant, and he was the one | think | told you Frank called "Mr.
Dozier" to give him that little dignity, and Mr. Johnston did just the opposite because he wanted to be
friendly, cdled him "Ellsworth.” But, anyway, Ellsvorth Dozier was consderably younger than Vernon.
When Vernon retired, Dozier was given that job. And he was very devoted, too. Can | say
something about his duties?
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RITCHIE: Yes.

SCOTT: Dozier was adifferent persondity. He wasn't asold or as, perhaps, as dignified as
Vernon, but he had the same devotion. And | remember so well when Dozier came in as the chief
messenger, he was worried and nervous about Mr. Johnston. Because Mr. Johnston had away of
making him fed he waan't doing things right. And he would cometo me, and | could understand
because | knew Mr. Johnston real well.

When weld have the luncheons, dl the different Senators would give him their orders, he was
like ahead waiter, too, for the luncheons, in addition to being chief messenger. Sometimes he got the
orders mixed up. | think Mr. Johnston was rather impatient with him. He would talk to me about it,
and | would say, "Don't be upst, just ask him. If you don't hear him the firgt time, make him repest it.
It's much better to make him repest the order and write it down and get it right, than to bring up the
wrong thing, because then Mr. Johnston would get furious.” [laughs] Dozier and | were very, very
cose, and | think | kind of helped him. All my boys were very close.

On Chrigtmas they would dways give me something, and | would have separate gifts for dl the
boys. | would give something alittle nicer to the chief messenger and his assstant and the same thing to
al the other boys, tiesand things. Then | remember on birthdays they would have flowers for me.
They werejust lovely. They fdt very devoted to me, and | fdt just the same.
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Then they helped me—oh alot of persond, little things. When Bland was our chauffeur, he
was redly funny because when he would get close to the word and yet it wouldn't be right. Instead of
saying "Botanicd Gardens" it would be "mechanica gardens” [laughs] He was dways saying, "Wall,
people are dying, who never died before.” And held say when held see a man coming down the wrong
way on aone-way street, hed say, "Gee, | must be late. Everybody's been there dready and they're
coming back." Hewas very colorful. Bland Massenburg.

All my boys, as| say, they al had their own persondities. | don't think there was jealousy
between them or anything. Then Dozier becameill. Thisis so strange because Vernon, who had
retired, died, and within one week Dozier died, dthough he was that much younger. He wasin the
hospital when Vernon passed on, and he caled me and said he was so sorry he couldn't go over to the
funerd. Strange thing about this, he had seen Frank just before he had gone down to Bethany Beach
aswewere out of sesson. And Frank told me Dozier had ingsted on shaking hands. Then he passed
on the day Frank had just arrived a Bethany Beach.

And George was the next one. George Johnson. I'll never forget that. | had to call Frank.
Hed just gotten to the beach and was going to stay afew days. | had to cal him. He cameright back.
And we could hardly believe Vernon and then Dozier died within one week of each other. That was so
strange.

They were the boys who redly kept things going. And everything that we would want. There
were so many little things my
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girlsand I would have them do. They were very cooperative, and they helped, I'm sure, the other Saffs
of the senators offices, when they camein for anything.

We had them in the outer office, and then we had a sub-office down the basement; and they
would come and spell each other and stay there on duty as long as the sessions lasted, sometimes al
night long—night sessions and everything. They were very devoted. When | retired, | had a party for
them at my condo in Silver Spring. | have agong in the dining room which | et them use like we used
to use our buzzers to summon them.

Another thing that's alittle bit off the subject but | think is so strange, isthe fact that | was out in
Pdm Springs when Mr. Johnston passed on. | had just gotten there, so | didn't come back for the
funerd. But | talked to his daughter. Then within one week Mr. Frazier died! Isnt it strange? That
was two Secretaries of the Senate and before that the two chief messengers who died within aweek of

each other.

RITCHIE: Did some of the messengers sort of "moonlight” for the Senators: work on the
dde, waiters at home and things like that?

SCOTT: | think they did. One of them moonlighted for me. [laughs] | had a party down a
my cottage, and | had practicdly al of the people at our office. | had nearly thirty people. | had Mr.
and Mrs. Watkins, Mr. and Mrs. Johnston, and | had Harvey Carroll with hisviolin. That was down
there at my cottage. We had
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apatio in the back, and | remember we had tables and umbredllas. And Harvey Carroll was the
Enrolling Clerk, and played his violin strolling around the tables. And | had Dozier, and | had him with
hiswhite jacket. We had abig table out in the back that | had made into a bar, and then | had an
outdoor barbecue. | think Jm Ketchum was there with a chef's cap and an apron. He was manning
that. We had the whole thing going on. So Dozier came down. | paid him for it, and he served a my
party.

| may have had George Johnson back when he was there for another party down a my
cottage. | know that Dozier was there at the Senate | nvestigating Committee—Ruth's committee—at
the Christmas party where | met Bob Kennedy when he was counsd for the committee. Dozier was
working over there with his white jacket manning the bar and so on. That'swhen | told you about the
little pig eating up the potato chips.

| don't recall Vernon doing that, unless he did that | didn't know of. But | do know Dozier did,
and | do know George Johnson did. | know | had them at my place. | so had—Iet's see when | had
the party for Jm Ketchum and his wife—when | had the shower | was telling you about the other
day—I think | had, | don't know whether it was Dozier or George. 1t may have been George. | had
one of the waiters there to serve that party.

I'm trying to think, | don't think Frank ever had any of them to serve his parties. There may
have been some of the Senators, too.
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RITCHIE: Therewas afelow named Robert Parker who said he used to work driving
Senators at night, especidly Lyndon Johnson.

SCOTT: Yes. Hewrote abook, didn't he?

RITCHIE: Yes. Capitol Hill in Black and Whitewas the name. He worked in the Senate
Restaurant.

SCOTT: Yes Hewasmaitre 'd at the restaurant for awhile. Before him was afellow
named John who was very dignified. | remember just thinking about him. But Robert Parker, | think,
got very smart-alecky. Hewas, in his book, saying things about driving Senator Kefauver around,
driving Senator Johnson. And, | don't know, who's to dispute those things? He was very forward.
One of thetimes, | remember, it was after the Chappaquidick incident, and some of the girls
concerned—I think it wasin the family dining room—and he went over and he was trying to chat with
some of those girls and ask them things like that. He was not avery savory character asfar as| was
concerned. [laughg] | think he would come up to some of the girls—some of the white girls—and try
to put his arm around them.

| had one thing happen where they gave me the wrong change for a$20 bill. | had to go into
him to his office, and he was trying to be very friendly. He was not kegping his place in the Situation.
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RITCHIE: | remember when | first came to work in the Senate in the 1970s, the corn bread
at the restaurants, and dl the rest of it, had avery Southern fed to it.

SCOTT: Yes itdid. Didn'tit? Yes.

RITCHIE: It «ill has some of the remnants of a Southern town, dthough not as much as it
was at that stage.

SCOTT: Senate bean soup. They had that on the back of the menu every time. Yes. The
corn bread and everything. And they had greet, big lunches for sixty-five cents. That was when the
page boys wore knickers. [laughs] That really goes back.

RITCHIE: You had some other notes there?

SCOTT: Wedl, let'ssee. One of thethings | thought was interesting was when they
wallpapered the chambers. They wallpapered the House and Senate chambers about the same time.
And, of course, they put the blue in the House indicative of the House that they had the "blues' because
they started the appropriations bills. And they had the gold in the Senate, and that was the gold for the
oratory. When the chamber was being wallpapered the Senate met in the Old Supreme Court
Chamber. It seemed like such asmdl place.
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Then, of course, going way back. General Douglas MacArthur's speech. That was interesting.

RITCHIE: What speech?

SCOTT: The speech about old soldiers. That was after Truman fired him. MacArthur came
and addressed ajoint session. | was there, and that was very dramatic. | mean, he was like an actor!
He had such adramatic air. | think he had everybody feding he could "wak on water" which, they say,
he practicaly did! It wasredly so dramatic; and yet, Truman had stepped in and not let him get any
further because he figured the war would be that much bigger. My guessis Truman was not popular at
al, but he had the guts to do that.

So he came to the joint session, and Del Mdkie who then worked in the Senate press gdlery
taped it and after that, Del gave me acopy of thetape. Then after thet, they findly did make arecord
of that speech. That was the one where he said, "Old soldiers never die. They just fade away.
Goodbye." It wasredly so dramatic to be there and to seethe air he had. The drama. Just like an
actor. Then after he passed on, then his casket was lying in sate there in the Rotunda.

RITCHIE: The Capitol issort of like abig thester.
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SCOTT: That'strue. Exactly!

RITCHIE: With its dramatic moments.

SCOTT: Exactly! That'stheway | used to fed. | remember when | first came down to the
Secretary's office, | felt that so much more than | did in G-43 because | fdt like the second outer office
was there, you fdlt like you were right on stage. | remember so well, thefirst day | came down—isnt
this funny—and Bland, the fellow who was one of our drivers—came and rushed up and took my coat.
| had my coat | used to keep in the conference room. Back there. | remember as| came out to my
desk, | felt everything was so open. | dwaysfdt like you were redly on a sage.

One of the things that was kind of confusing to me, some of the people would come in—some
of the staff from the Senators offices. And, of course, an awful lot of them | knew of by phone because
we had dedlt with them so much before. They'd come in to me, and we'd be having luncheons going
on. They knew who | was because | wasthere, but | didn't know them. And they'd say, "Is my
Senator in there?' And I'd think, "Wdl, who is your Senator?"

RITCHIE: Youmentioned Annie Rice.

SCOTT: Yes. AnnieRiceusad to cal me every single day about something. | fdt likewe
were real good friends, but |
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never met her. So one day | was in the Senate Restaurant and we were a atable for four. | had a
friend sitting there, and two other people came and sat down—these two ladies. | fdt | didn't know
themat dl. The other lady said something, "Oh, Annie” | said, "Oh, my goodness Y oure Annie
Ricel" Here she was Sitting right next to me!

It was when | came to the Secretary's office, then they were rea people instead of just voices.
Along that line, some of the Senators whom we knew—Senator [Francis] Myers was from
Philadephia. He was Democratic whip, and Chairman of our Platform Committee at the '48
convention. When | first met him, | only talked to him for about two minutes. He said, "Y ou're from
Philaddphia” [laughs] He knew right away! Of course he wastoo. We Philade phians stuck
together. Then, he had leukemiaand died sometime later.

Wi, going back to Senator McCarthy time—I think that was something we al went through.
It was S0 sad. | remember the way he would talk. | think it was [Joseph] Welsh who said during the
hearing, " Senator, have you no decency?' Senator McCarthy had such aterrible, bullying way of
asking everything—a bullying voice and smirking lips. | remember that as one of the things that waan't
S0 interesting.

Back in 76, | went up to Philadd phiawith Frank and some of the Senators for a Bicentennial
dinner and entertainment. That was interesting because there | was going back to Philadelphia. 1t was
al hdd a Independence Hall which is so higtoric. But it
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rained and rained, and the Marines came out with big huge golf umbrellas when we got off the train.
That was just one of the Bicentennia events. Interesting people like our present Ambassador to Russa
(what was Russia) Bob Strauss, and Mrs. Lindy Boggs, widow of Congressman Hale Boggs, were on
thetrain. Sothetrip itsaf was exciting, too. There was an accordion player going through the cars,

and it was very festivel

RITCHIE: Yes Thehig Bicentennid event for you was bringing the Magna Carta over. The
Secretary's office was very involved inthat.  What did the Secretary's office have to do?

SCOTT: Wédl, when it started we didn't know if they were going to send our delegation
over. They wanted to. But a Congressman got up on the House floor and said he didn't think it was
right to spend the money to send a Congressional delegation over to England to formally accept and be
presented with the Magna Carta, which was going to be one of the three origina copies. This
Congressman was very vocal about it. Senator Mansfield really saved the day, because he got up on
the Senate floor and supported our plan for the congressiona delegation to go England, and in that way
we avoided an internationd incident! | mean, we were very close to England, and they were trying to

honor us for our Bicentennid. And here this Congressman was saying it wasn't worth the money!
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| was s0 proud that Senator Mansfield got up, and he answered him. Of course, he sold the
Senate theidea. They had to pass a resolution for the delegation to go to England. Members of
Parliament came back. The Queen came back. Frank was working very closdly with the Spesker's
office & that time, and we were having conferences with them and trying to get together. And we sent
Darél over onetime. There was one girl over there who was, | guess, secretary to the Speaker, who
was uncooperative. We had alot of work trying to get it al lined up.

Then Frank was trying to get Bill Ridgely to get al the money together for the whole
delegation—for dl the members of the Senate who were going, and for Frank who was going to go
aong with them. We had to have everything al set for their reservations for hotels and this, that, and
the other in London. This part of it was al part of what we did for the whole delegation. Then when
they came back, the Queen came back; and | remember there was a reception for her over on the
House sde. | remember seeing her there with her big, lavender hét.

There were severd other events. One of them was the main dinner. That was down &t one of
the old buildings the name of which | don't remember. It was not the old Pogt Office Building which
has since been remodeled. It was one of the big, old buildings down in Washington. That was alovely
dinner-dance and reception for the English delegation—the members of Parliament. | went with Darrell
and hiswife, and Hosse was invited and so we met them. It wasdl very formal. We had the strolling
violinigs
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from the air force. We were doing everything we could to make them fed welcome. There were
gpeeches and everything. | remember after one of the speeches, it was the English custom; and they
were saying "Hear! Hear!" for the Queen. Wewere doing it their way. It wasredly just ddightful.

| attended some of the other events, but the main event was the actud presentation of the
Magna Carta, the transferrd from them to us. Thiswas held in the Rotunda of the Capitol. And they
had these greet big huge flags—one the American flag and the English flag hanging sde by sde up inthe
Rotundaceling. It wasvery dramatic.

They had the four Bobbies—with their greet big hats. They were a each corner of the big,
glass case which hdd the Magna Carta. 1t was dl jewels and everything. It wasjust gorgeous. That
was there from the Fourth of July until the next Fourth of July, for asolid year. Then during the
ceremony they had music and everything. Each of the "Bobbies™ as| cal them, Ieft and then we had
one member of dl our different armed forces Sationed at each corner. They were on duty, and we had
twenty-four hour guards of al the different military services represented.

It was there for a year, and they took that back. We now have a copy whichis il in the
Rotunda. In addition to the big dinner they had atrip for the members of Parliament to go to
Williamsburg. And Murie Anderson who was still my number-three girl—we let go on the
Williamsburg trip. They went by bus. |
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think there were a couple of other socid things. | thought thiswas dl very historic.

RITCHIE: It wasadramatic finde for you in many ways, because it was shortly after that that
you retired.

SCOTT: That'sright. The Magna Cartawas here July 4, 1976 to July 4, 1977. When you
stop to think of it, there are tourists who come to the Capitol building from al over theworld. So they
got to see the history—the English history as compared and shared by the United States history. It
was very, very colorful. It made you fed that you were working with them.

Speaking of the English, onetime | wasin London on a Congressional Secretaries Club trip.
We were taken to see Parliament. It was Easter Saturday, and the woman who was Secretary in the
House of Commons, who was having a holiday, came to London from her home to show us around. |
think this position of herswas amilar to that of Secretary of the U.S. Senate, dthough of course it was
the House of Commons, not the House of Lords.

We went to her private office, in abuilding across the street from the Parliament building. It
was large and comfortable and private. 1t was agreat contrast to the offices of the Members of
Parliament, as so many of their desks were in one large room, with telephonesin the back of the room,

and not on each desk. They didn't even have separate booths.
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| thought it interesting that her quarters were so elaborate in comparison to those of the
Members. | remember the redistic statue of Sir Wington Churchill outside the chamber of the House of
Commons. He looked very rugged and determined and energetic.

| have a couple of tiny, little things here. 'Y ou know, back when Senator Barkley was Vice
Presdent, Loraine Rosenberry who was one of his persond secretaries, was with him taking dictation.
And President Truman had said he was going to come up to the office. | remember her telling about
this. She said, Presdent Truman came in, and she and Vice Presdent Barkley were Stting there in the
office and, she said nobody else camein. None of the Secret Service or any other security men came
inwith Truman. And a the time, she said she was thinking, "Well, here | am—dtting with the Presdent
and the Vice President, and nobody elseishere. No Secret Service or anything.”

RITCHIE: How different it is when the Presdent comes now.

SCOTT: Yes. And| told you about that time when LBJ came with the one Secret Service
man a night.
Then there were the different joint sessons. Thefirgt joint sesson that | went to when | first
came was amemorid sesson for Presdent Roosevelt. That started off my duty. It was a sad occason
snce it was amemoria for Presdent Roosevelt. Then | attended alot of the other different joint

sessions from time to time, for the astronauts and so on, you know.
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| remember when John Glenn came to the Capitol. LBJwas leading the Senate membersto a
joint sesson in his position as Vice President, the head of the Space Program, and was leading John
Glenn with them. He was the second astronaut to address ajoint session. | went in the backroom, in
the conference room. | think Dozier was with me, and we were looking out the back door just to see
the procession go by, and then Senator Johnson must have spoken to Joe Duke, Sergeant at Arms,
leading them over. The whole Senate was going over to the joint sesson. He must have said
something because al of a sudden Joe Duke stopped the procession, and LBJ came over and shook
hands with me and brought astronaut Glenn over to meto say, "How do you do?' to me. | thought that
was S0 nice that he stopped the whole Senate, the procession, and stopped to bring him over.

| went over to the joint session, and that was when John Glenn was so friendly. The people
from NASA were there in the gdlery. His mother and father were there, and it was like old home
week. He was waving to them when he was addressing the joint sesson. Then when John Glenn came
to the Senate, | was talking to him after hewas swornin, | said, "Thisis aterrible question to ask
because everybody €se asks you the same thing; but what were you thinking of when you went off to
outer space?’ Hesad, "Well, believeit or not. | had so much to do | couldn't think of anything else. |
was doing dl my different duties' (in the gpace capsule).
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| remember | was so thrilled that Senator Johnson would stop the whole Senate and come over
and bring him over to me. After President Johnson died and they brought his casket up (I don't know
whether | mentioned that or not) but the outside steps leading up to the Rotunda had been closed in
connection with building the Inaugurd platform, so they brought his body up the Senate steps, not the
main steps, like they did for Kennedy. They brought his body up the Senate steps, and | kind of felt
like he was coming home.

President Nixon and Lady Bird Johnson, and the procession, went over to the Senate Chapel
with his casket. | stood there in the same place where | had seen him go by, and he had stopped the
procession with the astronaut. | stood there, and | thought, "lsn't this something?' | stood there, and
there was his casket going by. And they didn't place his casket in the Rotunda because there still was
some work going on there. They had his casket around there by the chapel. Y ou know the chapel
that's around there. That's where they put his casket. People walked around it just like they did
Kennedy's casket in the rotunda.

| was one of the first to walk around, and it was very sad. Thenthey said, | think there was
something like forty thousand people—I remember | heard—something like fifty people a minute were
going around. And they said there was a backup as far as coming into the Capitol to wak around of
ten blocks coming to the Capitol.

I'm going from one thing to the other, but these are just little things that I'm remembering.
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Oh, should | go way back? [laughs]

RITCHIE: Umm-hmmm.

SCOTT: Way back. Thisiswhen Truman was going over to address ajoint sesson, and
Joe Duke was Sergeant at Arms then. Truman had alittle garter that had come loose. He was walking
aong, and it was snapping on the floor. So Joe Duke stopped and fixed the garter.

Then, | don't know if it was the same sesson—it may have been—when we had arailroad
grike like the one which happened just yesterday. Truman was going to address the joint session about
the railroad strike; and just when he was hafway through the speech, the strike was settled. Mr. Biffle
in his capacity as Secretary of the Senate, went up and interrupted President Truman addressing ajoint
session to tell him that it was settled. He interrupted the whole joint sesson to tell the President it was
settled.

We used to sometimes have an adjournment resolution that the Senate was going to adjourn at
midnight and then we had to stop the clock so that we could adjourn on the same legidative day. |
think I mentioned the other day how on one occasion the House was waiting for the Senate, and they
were singing on the floor of the House.

Another time when | attended a joint session it was when [Anwar] Sadat addressed ajoint

sesson. | was gtting right
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behind Mrs. Sadat who was lovely, very poised and graceful. He was o dignified. He was s0 young
then. And thisiswhen hewas, redly, just getting started. | made atrip to Egypt some years later, and
there were pictures of him everywhere. He waswell loved.

And then another little thing—not on any subject in particular—was about Senator Kefauver.
And | think thisis rather interesting the way now we are having so much trouble in Washington. Back
when they were granted—when the Didgtrict was granted home rule—I think Senator Kefauver was on
the Digtrict Committee. | don't remember if he was chairman or not. But Senator Kefauver sad, "I'll
givethemfiveyears" And he sad, "After five years, we should take back homerule” Washington
was run firgt by the Digtrict Committees in the Senate and the House. And sometimes now when you
seedl thistrouble, you redly fed it should have been continued that way.

Oh, then there is another little thing. Thisisjust jumping around. On Washington's birthday,
we would aways have a session; and we aways had Washington's Farewel | Address read by one of
the members of the Senate. And so whoever was appointed felt that that was kind of an honor. Then
the Chief Clerk, Emery Frazier, would have them sign the book. The book was kept around in the
Disbursing Office, of dl the Senators who read Washington's Farewell Address.

RITCHIE: They sill kespit,
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SCOTT: Dothey? Tha'sinteresting. You know | hadn't thought about that for along time.
| was just thinking of some of these things the other day. | didn't know if you were concerned about

Mr. Johnston's nickname. " Skeater” was his nickname.

RITCHIE: Yes.

SCOTT: Atthetimel thought that was so strange. The reason was, they said, was when he
was little he was only as big as amosquito. So that's where he got that name. [laughs]

Another thing that was kind of funny—Carl Loeffler when he was Secretary of the
Minority—this goes way back. He was here for fifty years, too. | think he may have Sarted as a page.
Anyway, they had the office next to us. Wewerein G-43. Therewas akey for the use of the ladies
room for the secretary to the Secretary to the Mgjority. And he made such afuss about it that he wrote
apoem, and he gaveit to me.

Along that line, Nancy Dickerson was going to write a book which she did, Among Those
Present, and she interviewed Frank because she had known him back in the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee when she had worked there. So she stopped in, and she was asking about having akey to
the "executive washroom." | remember having met her when she had been on the Foreign Relations
Committee aff. He had known her dightly, and then she had gone on to an interesting career. She
was with Lady Bird on one of her campaign tours. Remember she had atrain down there—the "Lady
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Bird Train" helping Presdent Johnson get elected. Nancy told me that, actudly, when she interviewed
Lady Bird onetime, she said, "Y ou know she was talking about her years when they were at the
Senate, when they were here for twelve years.” And Nancy said that Lady Bird wason TV being
interviewed, and she started to get all weepy and Nancy said, "Y ou know it would have been good
theater, but | wanted to stop interviewing her so she wouldn't be embarrassed.”

| think I mentioned to you a one of the White House receptions | went to, Lady Bird said to
me they were their happiest twelve years when they were here at the Senate. 1t was at one of the
receptions when | went through the receiving line. 1 remember | said how much | missed him. And he
turned around and came back again to me.

| don't know whether | mentioned this before. | mentioned about his casket and everything, but
| don't know whether | mentioned about the memorial—it wasn't a service—amemoria occasion thét |
went to on his birthday afew years after his death? That was given jointly by some members of his
gaff whom | knew—Juanita Roberts and some of the others—jointly with some members of the Texas
State Society. And | wasinvited toit. It wasover a the LBJMemorid Park in Virginia. It wason his
birthday, August 27th. Actudly, thismemoria park had been purchased with donations from people
who wanted to honor him; and you have to go over abridge. And after—the whole areathereisthe

park—and after you get across the bridge thereis alittle
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button you push. Thereis an audio tape by Lady Bird telling how they had decided to make thisthe
LBJMemorid Park because whenever they would come back from Texas, this was their favorite spot
as they would drive back from which they could see the Washington Monument and the different
Washington buildings. This location was such afavorite spot of theirs.

The actua memorid itsef is about nine feet high, and it is of pink marble. | can't exactly
describe the shape to you, but thisisthe actud memoria. Below that, in the pavement, just like they
have over the Kennedy grave, are some excerpts from some of President Johnson's speeches. The
trees had been donated by different people, and this whole area from the time that you get into the park
when you walk across the bridge and you hear the audio from Lady Bird, the whole areais the Johnson
Memorid Park. | thought that was interesting to be invited there, on his birthday, with some of the
people who had been with him al those yearsin his office and in the Texas State Society. You see, I'm
dill an LBJ girl. [laughs]

Let me seeif thereis anything dse here that might be of interest. | don't know whether |
mentioned before about Bobby Kennedy when he was Attorney Genera—of course, | knew Angie
Novelo pretty well, and she was his persona secretary in his different positions. When he was
Attorney Generd, she used to say that he had his great big dog that he used to wak down the hals of
the Justice Department. And when he came back to the Senate—I don't know if he still had the dog
back in the Senate—but | do
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know in his office he did have dl these different little pictures that his children did. He had them on the
walls of hisoffice.

Let'ssee. Oh, there was one time when Senator [Lee] Metcdf had prayed when Dr. Harris,
the Senate Chaplain, didn't show up. One other little thing which is not rlevant to anything ese, but
Senator Humphrey wanted to establish a restaurant—adining area—right outside our outside office.

Y ou know, there are two greet big full length windows there. And one of them opened up. He wanted
to have, like adining room out there on the terrace! It never came to be, but that was Senator
Humphrey's idea.

Oh, thisis something that was alittle persond about my retirement which | thought was nice.

At my retirement party, Jm Ketchum contributed a big, long tablecloth for the buffet table which was
eighteen feet long. This had been presented to Jm when he was at the White House as curator there
by Jackie Kennedy. It in turn had been presented to President Kennedy by the Irish over there. Jackie
hed asked Jm Ketchum if held like to haveit, and Jm said it never had been used before. It turned out
to be alittle bit bigger than your everyday tablecloth, and so for the firgt time it was used & my
retirement party which | thought was so sweet of Jm. | asked him to write aletter explaining about it
for my keepsake.

RITCHIE: When Frank retired as Secretary of the Senate, did you think about staying; or
were you pretty convinced that that was the right time for you, too?
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SCOTT: You mean Saying in the office?

RITCHIE: Or gayingin around the Senate in any way.

SCOTT: Some of the Senatorsin earlier years had said if | ever wanted to make a change to
let them know. | never followed through with them. | just felt | had the age and | had the years, and |
knew Stan pretty well. 1'd never gpproached him about asking if | could Say. If | had, possibly it
might have been adown-step in pay. Gail Martin was his persond secretary, and she of course had
known Frank back in Senator Mangfidd's office. Sheisthe onel told you about the other day when it
was S0 unusua wondering if Stan Kimmitt was going to run for the job of Secretary of the Senate. I'm
sure Gall Martin would have stayed as histop personin my job. And Flossie, who is Florence Winn,
was then—my firgt assistant. She would have had to be bumped down.  And Muriel Anderson, who is
now with Joe Stewart, was at that time our number three girl. | would have had to bump everybody
down if Stan would have kept me. | guess | could have been of help to him, but | never asked him.
And he never asked me,

| was kind of upset about it. I'll never forget that.

RITCHIE: About the eection, you mean?

SCOTT: Yes About Frank being defeasted. When | went up on the train going to the
Bicentennid dinner, littledid | redizein
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one more year | was going to be leaving. You just never thought about anything like that. Oh, |
remember, some of the Senators had said at varioustimes, if | ever wanted to stay on they would like
to have me—but | redly didnt gointoit. It had been so many years. | had thislittle place out in PAm
Springs. My cousin and her husband had moved out there, and | had bought a place out there—I think
| told you—on one vacation. | thought, "Well maybe now isthetimeto go." | had had thirty-one years
at the Capital, five yearsin the War Department—36 years.

RITCHIE: And so many of the people that you had worked with like Mansfield and Johnson
and Aiken—they were dl gone at that stage.

SCOTT: Widll, I think, Senator Aiken was gone, yes.

RITCHIE: Mandidd retired the same time you did.

SCOTT: Yes. Hewas appointed ambassador to Japan. And LBJwasgone. Yes. | guess
that's true.

RITCHIE: Itwasared turning point.

SCOTT: | didn't think it through that way, but that's true.
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One of the summers | returned after my retirement, | came to the Capitol for afriend's
retirement party. Senator Byrd came over to me and said he missed me. | was very pleased about
that.

RITCHIE: Haveyou followed the Senate snce you left?

SCOTT: Yes | do. You know, there for awhile they sent me a copy of the Congressional
Record every day. | had some very dear friends on Capitol Hill who were so interested in the Senate.
And after | had read mine | would give them to them to read. It got to be one of those things | couldn't
keep accumulating them. | kept my condo here which | il have. And when | went out to PAm
Springs, afriend of Mr. Johnston's whom | had known a while back, wanted me to go ahead and see if
| could do something with some college out there smilar to the same kind of talks | used to give a the
congressiona seminars and to different people here.

He gave me awhole ligt of collegesin Cdifornia and thought | might want to seeif | could do
something there. | did go to the College of the Desert, which is right outside of Pam Springs. | talked
to the dean there. | was expected to be there just afew minutes. We were there a couple of hours,
talking. Then | met the professor who was in charge of the political science department, and talked to
her. They were taking about my coming to give some lectures and so on.
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The trouble was, we were trying to get the time straight. | was coming back here, so | never
actualy did that. The dean out there and the one woman head of the political science department both
sad they thought it would be so interesting because it would be somebody talking rather than the
sudents reading abook. They thought it would be interesting for them. Not that I'm on the same
level—the same thing Senator Aiken used to do. He used to do the Aiken Lectures at the University of
Vermont, and they said that was interesting because it was living history. He would st there and just
answer questions. And thiswas aong the sameline. It was something | was going to do, and | did
address the League of Women Voters and a couple of other different organizations—in Palm Springs.
Then | think | mentioned to you | had done the congressond seminars here for severa years before |
|eft.

Frank was complimentary about that. He said he thought | was providing a service for the
Senate. The seminars were for people from the downtown executive departments. | wasn't paid or
anything until | retired. Then one of thetimes| came back, the Civil Service Commission people
cdled and they wanted me to do another one of those which they paid mefor. That's the extent of it.

| thought it would be fun to write a book about it [laughs].

RITCHIE: That'swhy we do an ord history to catch aliving history and to record the
memories. Because many people who leave the Senate intend to write a book, but they never get

around to it.
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SCOTT: Yes.

RITCHIE: It'soneof thosethings. They're busy with so many other things. That'swhy we

do the interviews, to capture peopl€'s memories.

SCOTT: Weél, | took a creative writing course out there. One of the assignments was to
write some little color stories. So | put myself in the role of one of the newspapermen in roaming
around the Capitol when not much was going on, near aholiday. | started out from there, and then |
was mentioning just different little color hgppenings and brought them back to the class. They thought
they were so interesting, and they wanted me to go ahead and seeif | could do something about
publishing abook. But | haven't followed it any further. I'd liketo. [laughs] Frank usedto say |
should write a book, and he'd edit it.

Going way back, | think I mentioned way back about Truman going onto the Senate floor, and
the resolution that was passed after that providing for al former Presidents to have the privilege of the
floor. And way back around that time is when we had the Howard Hughes investigations. They were
before—I cdl it "Ruth’'s subcommittee”—you know, Ruth Wait, the Senate Investigating
Subcommittee. | went over to see him. He was such a character, Howard Hughes. | remember he
had a hat on the back of hishead. He would not take his hat off when he was there, which | thought
was undignified toward the Senators. And he had tennis
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shoeson. That was Howard Hughes! It was interesting to see the different persondities from different
waks of life
Then | did my little portraits—al the little, penciled portraits | did of the different Senators. |

made some of them during night sessions.

RITCHIE: | hopeyoull send us acouple of those.

SCOTT: Wédl, if youd redly like meto.

RITCHIE: Yes.

SCOTT: Wadll, onel did of Senator Jordan during a night sesson. | had to be there, and
sometimes things weren't that busy so | was doing those. | did them from the little pictorid directory.
One night, Senator Jordan camein, and he said, "Oh, | want you to do one of me." And o did. |
tried to get it done for his birthday because Frank had alittle luncheon for him. 1t was Frank, and
Darrell, and Senator Jordan, and me. | wastrying so hard to get it donein time for the luncheon. This
was only a couple of dayslater. | sad to Frank, "I can't do any work, | haveto do the portrait.”
[laughg Sol did. | presented it to him a the luncheon. Hiswife said it looked more like him than any
other photograph held had taken. And they had it on the televison <.
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| did one of Senator Aiken, which he put up in hisoffice. Then | did one of Senator Symington.
And | did one of Senator Kennedy back when he was Senator which was red young with the
hair—like Skippy. And then, | did one of Senator Mansfidld which | gave him. And one of Senator
Johnson. | did the ail painting, too, of Senator Johnson which he had out a hisranch. Mr. and Mrs.
Johnston went out there when their son was Stationed out there to vigt a the LBJ Ranch. They came
back and told me he had it up on the wall in his guest house. | was so thrilled by that. That was kind of
fun doing dl those portraits.

| have quite afew. Also, besdesthe Senators, | did one of Mr. Johnston. | did one of Frank
which | gave him onetime for hisbirthday. | did one of Mr. Biffle and one of Joe Duke. So they were
some of the officers of the Senate. I'll try to find them.

RITCHIE: Okay.

SCOTT: | have some of them. The ones of the Senators | have framed because | have them
with Senators pictures autographed for me. And the other ones | have some place, like Frank's, and
some of the others. I'll go back to PAm Springs and send them to you.

There was one little item. Senator Pepper, former Senator Claude Pepper, remember, then, he
was a member of the House. He was stopped by one of the girl guards when he came back one time to
the Senate. He said he wanted to go in. She was outside, and would not let him go in on the floor. He

sad, "You
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mean you don't know me?' And she said, "No, and you don't know me ether.” [laughs] That was
Senator Pepper.

Frank said onetime | should run for the Senate. He said, held be my campaign manager.
[laughs] That waswhen | lived in my townhouse over here. | said | was the wrong color for
Washington. Let's seeif thereis anything ese | want to tdl you about. My, thank you for your

patience.

RITCHIE: Oh, no. Tha'sfine. I'm glad we covered al this. We redlly appreciate your
participating.

SCOTT: It'sbeenredly interesting to me. It'sredly been fun. When | was home | was
writing up some of these things and said, "Oh, don't let me forget.” That's when you art to

remember—the different Senators. There are different little things that you remember about each one

of them.

As| sad at my retirement party, | didn't want to leave the Senate, | wanted to take it with me.

And | did, in the memories of dl the moments that were happy, sad, and nogtagic, but aways fulfilling.

End of Interview #6
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